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MAILING ADDRESS: 3015 H STREET, EUREKA, CA, 95501-0579
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NOTICIOF INTENTOADOPTA MITIGATEINEGATIVEECLARATION

HumboldtCountyPlanning and Building Departmeagiprovidingnotice of the intent to adopta Mitigated
NegativeDeclarationof environmentalimpactfor the following projectin accordancewith the California
EnvironmentaualityAct:

PROJEdITLEHatchery Road Sol&roject

PROJEMESCRIPTIOMe project will include a smaitale commercial energy generating fadilist would
constructa 4 megawatt (MW) solar facility on approximately 8.70acres The proposed project includes
approximatelyof 13,664 solar photovoltaic (PV) module arrays, 32 string inverters, and associated electrical
conductors and equipment needed to convert sun energy into usable AC poweprdjbet will enhance
electrical reliabilityfor the existing Pacific Gas & Ele@i(P&ER) grid systemA small drainage though the
middle of the property will be avoided by a IB@tback leaving the remainder thie land area covered by the
solar arrays, which will be mounted on a racking system attached to steel piles driven intouhe. @ingle axis
tracking technology will be utilized to allow the modules to efficiently track the sun throughout the day and
maximize the efficiency of solar collectiofhe project proposes ongoing agricultural uses on the property,
including but notimited to sheep grazing or the keeping of honey bees, on a rotational basis whereby pasture
areas would be occupied for variable periods, allowing pasture rest periods to promote optimal vegetation quality
management and maintenance of the prof@gbollirator habitat

PURPOSBFNOTICEThepurposeof this noticeisto inform the publicthat the Departmentof Planning and
Buildingplansto recommendthat the HumboldtCountyPlanning Commissicadopta Mitigated Negative
Declarationfor the project. AnInitial Studywaspreparedto identify potentially significantimpactson the
environment, and it was determined that the project will have a less than significanteffect on the
environmentwith the incorporationof specifiedmitigationmeasures.

LEADAGENCCountyof Humboldt

STATE CLEABHNOUSE NUMBEF021010092

ADDRESSHEREOPYFINITIAISTUDYSAVAILABLEORREVIEW
1 Departmentof Planning and Buildin@015 H Street, Eureka, CA, 95501
1 http://co.humboldt.ca.us/planning
1 https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/

REVIEWWERIODThereview period beginsJanuary 122021 andendsFebruary 122021.Publiccomments
regardingthe correctnesscompletenessor adequacyof the Initial Studyare invited. Commentgeceived
by the end of the reviewperiod will be consideredbefore adoptionof the Mitigated NegativeDeclaration.
Publicmeetingsfor the projectarenot plannedat thistime. Written commentsshouldbeaddressedo the
HumboldtCountyDepartmentof Planning and Buildin@015 H Street, Eureka, CA, 95501
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1.1 PROJETOVERVIEW

Project Title:Hatchery Road Sol&roject

ProjectSummaryThe proposed project would construct and operaté-megawattphotovoltaic solar

array facilityconsisting of 3,664 solar photovoltaic (PV) module arrays, 32 string inverters, and
associated electrical conductors and equipment needed to convert sun energy into usable AC power.
¢tKS t NB2SOl oAttt SyKIyOS St SO0 NR GkidingdMiddystemo A £ A &

The project area will be approximatel@-acrest/-. The solar arrays will be mounted on a racking system
attached to steel piles driven into the ground. Single axis tracking technology will be utilized to allow
the modules to efficiently track the sun throughout the day and maximizeetfextivenessof solar
collection. The bottom edge of the solar arrays will be approximately two to three feet above ground
and the top edge of the solar arrays will be no more than eight feet above grdtedgroject proposes
ongoing agricultural uses on the property,luing but not limited to sheep grazing or the keeping of
honey bees, on a rotational basis whereby pasture areas would be occupied for variable periods,
allowing pasture rest periods to promote optimal vegetation quality managenidw projecproposes

a Pollinator Habitat Prograrthat will increaseagriculturalcrop yieldsby attracting native pollinators

and beneficial predatory insectsprove soils by decreasing stormwater runoff and use of herbicides,
and enhance wildlife and plabiodiversity A chain link fence with barbed wire on top will be installed
around the26-acre area with gates farehicleaccessThe project will provide a Decommissioning Plan
G2 FdZ te& NBald2NB G(GKS aAirdsS G2 adsefull@eNRAIAYIf O2YRAIG)

Lead Agency Name aniddress: HumboldtCountyPlanningand Buildinddepartment
3015 HStreet,EurekaCA 95501

ContactPerson: Joshua Z. Dorris, Senior Planner
707-268-3779
ProjectLocation: Hatchery RoamBlue LakelHumboldtCounty

Latitude:40.857947N,Longitude:-123.993043W

Affected Parcels:

AssessoParcelNumbers(APN): 313091-019 313091-020

Owner: Victor Gynup Trust and Victor Gynup Trust and
Dorthea Gynup Trust Dorthea Gynup Trust

AE(Agriculture Exclusiye AE(Agriculture Exclusiye
GeneralPlan Designation:

(Blue Lake (Blue Lake
Community CommunityAreg
Zoning: U (Unclassifiell U (Unclassifieyl
CoastalZone: No No
Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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Other Public AgencieSVhose Approval IRReguired:
1 CaliforniaEnergyCommission
1 Redwood Community Enerdyuthority

Tribal Consultation:

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code secti@d@0AL07? If so, has consultation
begun?

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and
project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse
impacts totribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental
review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from the
I'TEAF2NYAL bl GABS | YS NI élllLghds|FifeNdr (iPubEc ResbucdsYChde Sdctby Q a
5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of
Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code section 21082.3(c) containagrovi
specific to confidentiality.

On November 20, 2020 Humboldt County Staff sent formal invitations to consult on the proposed
project to BearRiverBandof the RohnervilleRancheriaBlueLakeRancheriaandthe Wiyot Tribewho

have a cultural interest in the area and who as of that date had requested to be invited to consult on
projects, in accordance with the requirements of Public Resources Code section 21088spdnses
have been received from all affected tribes. GescBmber 30, 2020 affected tribes declined the offer

to consult.

CEQARequirement:

The proposedHatchery Road Sol&roject is subject to the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). CEQA encourages lead agencies and applicaaifiotheir projects to avoid
potentially significant adverse impact®Public Resources Codgection21030[c][2] and State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15070[b] [2]).

The Lead Agency for the proposed project is the County of Humboldt, per CEQA Guidelior2$@67 .
Compliance with CEQA is being implemented through the DepartmeRtamining and Buildingrhe
purpose of this Initial Study is to provide a basis for determining whether to prepare an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR), Negative Declaration,Mitigated Negative Declaration. This Initial Study is
intended to satisfy the requirements of CEQA (Public Resources CodE3,[Bec 2100Q21177) and the
State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Se¢ 33800

Section 15063(dof the State CEQA Guidelines states that an Initial Study shall contain the following
information in brief form:

=

A description of the project including the project location

Identification of the environmental setting

3. Identification ofenvironmental effects by use of a checklist, matrix, or other method, provided

that entries on a checklist or other form are briefly explained to provide evidence to support the

entries

Discussion of means to mitigate identified significant effects

5. Examingéion of whether the project would be consistent with existing zoning, plans, and other
applicable land use controls

6. The name of the person or persons who prepared and/or participated in the Initial Study

n

»
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The California Department of Fish & Wildlife tsustee agency under CEQA.

The environmental checklist form contained in this document is based on Appendix G of the CEQA
Guidelines (209).
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2. PROJEAESCRIPTION

2.1 Introduction

2.1.1ProjectOverview

The Hatchery Road Solar Projgmtoject) will be locatednearthe end of Hatchery Road south of tity

of Blue LakeA site location map is provided in Figure 1. The project will in@dustealscale commercial

energy generating facility consisting 18,664 solar photovoltaic (PV) module arrays, 32 string inverters

and associated electrical conductors and equipment needed to cortliersurQ &nergy into usable
alternating current AQ power. Theprojectwill enhancethe reliability of Pacific Gas & ES O NA OQa ot D
existing electrigrid system.

The project area will be approximatedg-acreswithin the project fence The majority of the land area will

be covered by the solar arrays, which will be mounted on a racking system attached to steel piles driven
into the ground.Single axis tracking technology will be utilized to allow the modules to efficiently track the
sun throughout the day and maximize thproductivity of solar collectionThe bottom edge of the solar
arrays will be approximately two to three feet above ground and the top edge of the solar arraysmall be
more thaneightfeet above ground. A chain lifiknce with barbed wire on top will be installed around the
projectarea with gates for access.

The electricity generated by theproject will be exported onto PG&E's existid@kV Blue Lake 1101
Distribution Circuitdistribution grid along Hatchery Roadhe project will largely rely upon PG&E's existing
wires and poles so construction outside thmject area will be minimalPower generated by the facility
will be sold toRedwood Coast Energy Authority (RCBAJugh a longterm Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA).

Theproject has @85-yearuseful lifg and during that period other components such as Weather station

and power conversion devices may need to be replaced once or twice. The noise generated by the power
conversion devices and transformers igmmmal, consisting mostly of low humming and cooling fans. The
power conversion area will Hecated in the middle of the project site anghaint of interconnect will occur

at the southwest corner of the propertyRegular maintenance items over the lifetloe system will include
washing the dust off the panedt least twice a yeasnd managing vegetatiogrowth.

Theprojectapplicant iRPCA Solar 5, LRPCA Solar 5 LLC will coordinate RIGEA, PG&&hd theCounty
of Humboldtfor approvals and dealopment of the project

The project will fullyrestore the site to its original condition at the end ats useful life through a
Decommissioning Plan, subject to review and approval by the Planning and Building Direcfoojétte
applicantwill provideafinancialsecurityto guaranteethat the facility will bedecommissionedandthe site
will be returned to preprojed conditions

2.1.2Purposeand Need

Thepurposeof this projectisto implementalocally basedenewableenergygenerating facilitythat will

provide clean renewablelectricity for the residents of Humboldt Countyhe project will enhance and

improve the resilience of the grid by providing enough clean renewable energy to power roughly 1,192
homes in Humboldt Countgnd NB RdzOS 2 OF f NB & A Pés¢gdifi@BvhisBviedny y OS 2y
Green House Gas (GHG) emissidiee project will improg the resiliencyand reliability of the grid,

increase acceds thelocally generated electricity alprovidegreater local choice for clean, renewable

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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SYSNHE& ¢AGKAY w/ Bhis@dectavif palidipasin RCEN\Bted aril(E I MHProgram
andthe applicant wilenter intoa Power Purchase Agreement (PRAth RCEA

Theprojectwill resultin publicbenefitssuch asmproved reliability of the gridincreased safetyncreased
useof renewableenergy,and decreaseGHG

Theprojectwill providethe following specifidenefits:

1 The project provideapproximately4,000 megawathoursperyear(MWh/yr) of renewableAC

1 The project willprovide enough clean renewable energy to power roughl20D homes in
Humboldt County
The projectwill8 RdzOS NXB a A RSy i Quased\fitets Anld WW@EHGZissiOns ND 2 Y
The project will enable RCEA to masignificantprogressin its mandateto deliver locally
produced renewableelectricityto its customers

1
1

3. PROJECIHOCATIOKNDSETTING

3.1 ProjectLocation

Theproject site is located in unincorporatddumboldt Countyapproximately one and half miles south
of the City of Blue Lakeand 4.7 miles east of th€ity of Arcata From Highway 101, thproject siteis
accessed via Highway 299, Blue Lake Boulevard exit to Hatchery Rogdojébesite is depicted on the
Korbel 7.5minute U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle.

Ownership
Theentire property comprisesipproximately 36.5cres.TheAssessoParcelNumbers(APNspf the two

parcelsaffected by theprojectare APN 31391-019and APN313-091-020 (Figurel). Thesetwo parcels
are owned by the Victor Giynup Trust and Dorthea Gunup Trust. The property owners also maintain
approximately 241 acrés agricultural usémmediately contiguous to these two parcelhe proposed
solar facility will be developed vialangterm leasebetween the project applicant anthe property
owners

ProjectSettingand SurroundingLandUses

Theproject siteissituatedjust east of Hatchery Road and north of the State Fish Hatchery fadij#tgent
to the Mad River The property is bordered by rural residential, agricultural, industriafmining
development,timberland preserveand recreational areaslhe project area s located outside of the
coastalzone.

Theproject site is situated in the North Coast Range geomorphic province and occupies a relatively flat
marine terrace with a ground surface elevation of approximately 200 feet above mean sea level. In the
vicinity of theproject site the Coast Range contaipgmarily sedimentary rocks underlain by Franciscan
basement rocks. The dominant soil type is a silty clay loam.

3.1.1Existing Conditions

The PV arrays will be installéad a currently unimproved grazing/grassy field with intermittent brushy
vegetation andirees. The area where the interconnection switchgear will be installed is located at the
southwestern edge of the larger parcel adjacent to Hatchery Road. The ovet&&dline will require
minor upgradsto accommodate the projecSite photosof existirg conditions are provided in Figw2a

¢ 2¢c
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Figurel: Sitelocation map

>,

Gt

TSGR
S N

| I r—
TQ:JE;F;E'IHER-H_ "_.7/

1/ \
05N 0E s 05N 02E_-

7 o Il :a""*
| ot

LOCATION MAP

PROPOSED RENEWAELE PROPERTIES
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

e (2] S
APN: 313-091-019 & 313-091-020
AR ik e e oo shemrEmet TOEN RO2E 531 HB&M (Arcata South)

shouid not be used for precise: measurement or
ravigation. Data has not been completely checked

for accuracy.

——

0D 750 1,5002,250
e Feet

Mitigated Negative Declaration
December 2020 Pageb

Hatchery Road Solar Facility



Figure2aand 2k Photosof existingconditions

Photo 1: Northeast section of Project Area. Facing southwest. 7 May 2020.

Photo 2: Central zone of Project Area. Facing south. 7 May 2020
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Figure2b: Photosof existingconditions

Photo 6: Southeast section of Project Area. Facing northwest. 7 May 2020.
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3.2 DetailedProjectinformation

3.2.1 NewFacilities

Newfacilitieswill include:

4-megawattPVarray

Fence length6,500Ft

Total area of (pervious) access roads 49,225 sq ft

Total offour (4) Transformer Pad areas300sf

Total number of piles irtracker blocks approximately2,284 (this can vary due to structural
calculations at later stages

1 Total number of piles used for inverter racB2 (1 per inverter)

9 Total area of all piles (Trackednverter) 140sf

9 Total Impervious Ared. ,440sf

= = =4 =8 =9

PG&HEnfrastructure: PG&Rill manageand maintain itsutility poles,pole mountedelectricalprotection
and switching gearand other equipment in a manner consistent with its obligations as owner and
operator of the electric distribution system within its stiing utility right of way.

Grading

The project will require very little soil disturbandeePVarrayswill follow the existing contouof the
land and the surfaceunderthe arraywill be seeded as part of thgollinator habitat programDueto
the generaluniformity of the ground surfacevherethe arrayswill be placed. It is unlikely that grading
will be required However, if grading is necessaagrading plan will be developed accordance with
the County regulationfr the projectandwill determine the extent of the disturbed soil area.

AccesRoads

Access to the interior of the site will be provided via to access points from HatcheryTResad.access

LRAYyGa gAfft 0SS O02yadNHz2OGSR G2 O2 Y L¥eeéompaktédioildi KS / 2 dz
will provide access routes to thwansformer pads and interior sections of the project sfta

emergency services and O&M activitiésy spoils from site construction would be recompacted as

part of the access road area.

Driven SteePiles

ThePVarrayswill be mounted on aboveground racking supportedn approximately 284 galvanized
steelbeams Thesesteelbeamswill be driven intothe ground toanembedmentdepth of at least6 feet
using a small rubber track mounted machisgecificallydesigned forthat purpose.No excavation is
requiredto installthe steel beams.

Fencing

Approximately6,250feet of new chainlink fencingwill be installedaroundthe project. Thefencingwill

be seven feehighwith barbed wirealongthe top edge.Depending on the final design of fencing, several
cubicyards(CYpf soilmayneed tobe excavatedo installthe footings.Thismaterialwill be used onsite.

Impermeable Surface

The project will resultin a minor increase imew impermeablesurfacesdue to the installationof new
concreteslabs and post/pilesThe piles will be less than 6 inches in diameter, and result in approximately
140 sf of impervious coverage distributed across the profgte. The PV panels which will be affixed to
the post/pileswill not result in more impermeablesurfacessincethe ground beneaththe panelswill

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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remainas natural covered pollinator habitat

Thetotal estimated areao be madeimpermeabledue to constructionof concreteinverter padslabs
underthe projectisapproximatelyl,300 sfcombined with #0 sfcreated by the post/pilesTheproject
will resultin approximatelyl,440sf of impervious surface Based on these calculations, more tHah %%
of the 36-acreprojectwill remain pervious.

Pollinator Habitat:

Theproject proposes to cover approximately acreg4%9 of the 36acre parcel for solar related project
facilities andwill leave the balance of the site preservédd 6% for installation of pollinator habitat. The
project proposes continued agricultural use by incorporating a pollinator habitatding aeas for animal
grazingand/or apiariesused for beekeepinglheproject, in coordination with the Pollinator Partnership, is
proposing a plan to create a pollinator plant meadosing plant species native and endemic to Humboldt
County. This project featarisintended to enhance the biological diversity of the subject property as well
as provide some benefits to the neighboring parcels including the nearby fish hatchery.

The Pollinator Habitat Benefits Report from the Pollinator Partnership is inclndbd project application.
Some relevant highlighiaclude

1 Pollinator habitat creates heterogeneity in the landscape and previddbitat that can enhance
ecosystem services, increase crop Yields, and sustainability of production while also benefiting
natural ecosystems and conservation of biodiversity

1 Pollinator habitat will enhance pest biocontrol and increase pollination ofifalfand other
pollination dependent high nutrition grazing forage cropsllinator habitat will attract and sustain
native pollinators and beneficial predatory insects, many of which have the potential to migrate to
nearby agricultural endeavors.

1 Pollinabrs provide essential ecosystem services to rangelands and economic benefits to ranchers
through the provision of pollination services essential to sustaining forbs and legumes which
provide highquality nutrients to livestock.

1 Improved storm water retentin, soil quality improvement, reduced erosion, greater plant and
wildlife biodiversity, and improved aesthetics. increase carbon sequestration, create biodiversity
reservoirs, reduce the need for farmers to create ecosystem service habitat in the immadiate
provide forage for native bees and honeybees, and improve landscape aesthetics.

1 Pollinator habitatwould benefitthe Mad River, which runs directly east of the Propepyoviding
buffer strips, hedgerows, and meadows to mitigate nonpoint sourcéutimh from agricultural
areas.

The condition of the plants and need for replacement shall be determineddrydscape designer, or other
similar qualified partyThe applicant will provide a site plan showing the composition and location of native
plant mix before issuance of a building permit. An annual updat®marizing O&M activitiess well as
measures taken to ensure the success of the pollinator hahitdit be provided to theHumboldt County
Planning and Building Director

Decommissiomg Plan

The Project will fully restorthe sitei 2 A Ga& 2NARIAYIFf O2y RAGA2Y thiodgh (0 KS
implementation of a Decommissioning Plan. The Decommissioning Planowitlethe financial assurances

to guaranteethat the facility will be completely decommissioned and removed from the property utilizing
industrystandards and emergent bestaztices at the time of decommissioning.

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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The Decommissioning Plan will be submitted to the Humboldt County Planning and Building Director prior to
the issuance of Building Permits for the proposed Hatchery Road Solar project. The Decommissioning Plan
will include: removal of all above and below ground improvements; restoration of the surface grade,
placement of topsoil over all removed structures, revegetation and erosion control as deemed necessary by
the Director; a timeframe for improvement removal agite restoration; an engineer's cost estimate for all
aspects of the removal and restoration plan; an agreement signed by the property owner and operator that
they take full responsibility to implement the Decommissioning Plan; a plan to comply witatelland

federal requirements for reuse, recycling and/or disposal of potentially hazardous waste.

The Decommissioning Plan will also include a Financial Assurance component that will be provided to
Humboldt County in a form and amount acceptable to trmuily to guarantee thatthe expense of
decommissioning and restoring the project site consistent with the approved DecommissioningTR&an.
Financial Assuranceill be submittedto and accepted by Humboldt County prior tesuance of any
construction pemits.

Most of the components of the solar facility are recyclable, and the ability to recycle parts is expected t
increase over time. There are also substantial salvage values associated with many of the component
through recondition, resell, and recymj) programs. The electrical components and wire contain large
amounts of copper and aluminum, the electrical equipment may be refurbished and reused, and the
photovoltaic modules may be reused on other systems if they are determined to have substatyial ou
upon decommissioning.

The Decommissioning Plan ensures the project site will be returned to Hgrpject condition and function
as land suitable for agricultural grazing use.

Figure 3 below depicts the proposed project layout

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
Decemberg 2020 Pagell



Figure3: Proposed project layout
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3.2.2Construction Activities

Thefollowing isa descriptionof how constructionof the projectwill likely proceed.Note that the licensed
and bonded construction contractoselectedo build theprojectwill havethe final sayregarding themeans
and methodsfor construction andtheir preferred construction sequenceill be honored within other
applicableconstraints.

Constructiorwill begin assoonasweatherpermits. Firstthe site will be prepared by clearing and grubbing
any existing vegetation within the project ardéext,control pointsfor the PVarray layoutand thefencing

will be staked bya licensed surveyomextthe fencing willbe installedto allow site accesscontrol during
construction.Thenthe steelpileswill be driven intothe earth usinga small rubbertrackmountedmachine
designed specificallfpr this purpose.This will involve driving piles for the PV racking system, trenching for
power circuits, pouring concrete pads, pulling wires, and installing electrical equipieatproject will
install new power polesnew overhead conductors, and new transformers andlosers. Constructiois
anticipatedto take about 3 to 4 monthsafter which final commissioning will begin. The systould be
operational byJuly 2021

3.2.3 Operation andViaintenance

Theprojectwill be remotely operated and require minimal lotgrm maintenance. Upon operation, the
project is anticipated to require six regular inspections per year. Regular maintenance agiariemed

during a visit could include solar panel washing, vegataand pollinator habitatmanagement, and
equipment maintenance per manufacturer recommendations. Equipment inspection would include
visually inspecting PV inverters, transformers, main switchgear enclosures, weather station, and other
components for sigaof corrosion, or physical damage. Inspections would be conducted by professionally
gualified and ownesauthorized personnel. Water for panel washing would be trucked to the site. Runoff
from washing activities would be captured-site by percolating ttough the soils underlying the panels.

Ongoing operations activities would include remotely monitoring the site status and output of the system
for alerts including faults, alarms, and output irregularities. Otherwiseptbgect will operate as a mostly
self-sufficient and minimally invasive land use within the existing landscape.

Operationof the project will be automatedwith manualcontrol possibleviaan onsitecontroller. Normal
day-to-day operationswill consistof a file being transmitted ovethe internet to the onsite controller for
use in determining thedesiredoutput of the project.

Maintenancewill includethe following typesof activities:
1 VegetationManagementincludingmaintenance and care gllinator habitat
1 Periodic PWodule Cleaning
1 OperationalDataStewardship
1 PeriodicEquipmentinspection
1 Monthly System PerformancEvaluation

Vegetation Management

Site vegetation will be maintained and managed so as not to interfere with operational efficiency of the
project, however specific pollinator species will be selected so as to minimize the potential for such
interference to occur The project may require mowing and other manual clearing of vegetation at
different times of the year as part of regular operations and maintenance actiAtiissal seed mix that
accommodates the unique attributes of the project function and surrongdenvironment will be
submitted prior to issuance of a building permit. The seed mix will be selected in coordination with the
Pollinator Partnership and approved the Planning and Building Department prior to issuance of a building
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permit.

PVModule Cleaing

Cleaning requirementsare anticipated to beminimal for the PV arraysdue to the local climate and
surrounding environdHowever if performancedecreaseslueto the depositionof dustor ash,modules
may need tobe cleanedtwice a yeaiby sprayingwith a powerwasher Overtime a biofilm will typically
develop along théottom edgeof the PV modulesandwill be addressed periodicalgsneeded toprevent
performanceinefficiencies

3.2.4Standardsand Requlations

Thefollowing codesand regulatonsapplyto the constructionand operationof the project:

1 California Building Cod&overnshow construction projectsare designedo ensuresafe
operation.
1 California Electric RulHL. A tariff that describesnterconnection,operating,and metering

requirementsfor generationfacilitiesconnectedto the distributiongrid in California.

1 P&E ServiceRequirementgGreenbook Governshow infrastructureusedto connectto the
distribution grid isouilt.

1 California IndependentSystem Operator New Resourcelmplementation Processand
RequirementsGovernshow the project must be configured in order for the systemto be
eligibleto participatein wholesaleenergy markets.

1 Western Electricitfoordinating Counddperating RulesGovernshow the output from the
projectmustbe meteredto be eligiblefor RenewableEnergy Credits.

1 StateWater Resource€ontrol. 2 | NeRn@raPermitfor Dischargesf StormWater Associated
with Construction ActivityConstruction Gener&lermitOrder 20090009DWQ).Applicablefor
projectswith disturbed soireagreaterthan oneacre.Containgequiresfor bestmanagement
practicesto minimizeconstructionrelated impactgo stormwater.

1 SmallConstructiorSiteErosion andsedimeniControlPlan(HumboldtCountyCodeSect.331).
Applicablefor projectswith disturbedsoilarealessthan onceacre.Containgequirementsfor
bestmanagemenpracticesto minimizeerosion andcontrol sedimentduring construction.

1 Stormwater QualitManagementand DischargeControlOrdinancg HumboldtCountyCode
Sect.337). Requiresconformancewith the Humboldt County Lowimpact Development
StormwaterManualto maintainad A (prs-@es&elopmentrunoff characteristics.

3.2.5 DesignMeasurego Minimizelmpacts

This section describeghe design featuresthat were incorporated into the project to minimize
environmentalimpacts.

A biological site assessment prepareddmrcia and Associaté§ANDA) biologisioncluded that there
arethree wetland features witta combined area of 0.329 acom the property site.The project has been
intentionally designed to include a 1500t setback or buffefrom all wetland features to avoid potential
impactsto thesefeatures.

ThePVmoduleswill be mountedon driven steebeamsandthe surfacebeneath themoduleswill remain
vegetated and permeablaather than installing geotextildabric and aggregateébase. To keep the
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pollinatorvegetationfrom growing tallenough toshadethe PVmodules thearrayfield hasbeen designed
to incorporate pollinator habitaand site-specificseed mix to support local pollinatords mentioned,
the pollinator habitat and seed mix will be selected to conform (i.e., not interfere) with the normal

efficient operation of the project.
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAHACTORBOTENTIALIAFFECTED

Theenvironmentalfactorschecled belowwould bepotentially affected by theproposedproject,and
would involveat leastoneimpactthat isdetermined tobead t 2 (i S WwignKidaritLf YeLJ: O { £

Aesthetics X Agriculture Resources Air Quality
X Biological Resources X CulturalResources Energy
Geology and Soils Greenhouse Gas Hazards and Hazardou
X Emissions Materials
Hydrology and Water X Land Use and Planning Mineral Resources
Quality
Noise Population andHousing Public Services
Recreation Transportation Tribal Cultural
X | Resources
Utilities and Service Wildfire Mandatory Findings of
Systems X Significance

Detailed explanationare providedin the checkliston the following pagesAllanswerdakeinto account
the whole action involved, includingoff-site as well as on-site; cumulative as well as project- level;
indirectaswell asdirect; and construction asell asoperationalimpacts.Theexplanationof each issue
identifies: (a) the significancecriteria or threshold, if any, used toevaluateeach question; and (bthe
mitigationmeasureidentified, if any,to reducethe impactto alessthan significantevel.

In the checklistthe following definitionsare used:

i. dPotentially Significantmpact Y Shensé igsubstantiakvidencethat aneffectmay
be significant.

ii. oLess Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporatécheansthe incorporationof one
or more mitigation measurescanreducethe effect from potentially significantto a
lessthan significantevel.

i. dessThan Significant. Y LJ- ni@énéthat the effect is lessthan significant,and no
mitigation is necessaryo reducethe impactto alesserevel.

iv. dNoL Y LJn@zansthat the effect doesnot applyto the project, or clearlywill not
impactnor be impacted by theproject.
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DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency on the basis of this initial evaluation)

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions inthe project have been made
X by oragreed to by the project proponent. AMITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT isrequired.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact” or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT isrequired, but it must analyze only the effects
that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

DBy !
T s D’%W 01/11/2021

Signature Date
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5.0 EVALUATIONFENVIRONMENTAUPACTS

Pursuantto Section 15063®f the CaliforniaEnvironmentalQuality Act Guidelines brief explanation is
requiredfor all answersexceptd b B Y LI Ol £ that yrdadiesitelysupported by theinformation

sourcesAd b B Y LJ-aBsivéris adequatelysupported ifthe referenced information sourceshowthat

the impactsimply doesot applyto projectslike the oneinvolved(e.qg. the projectsoutsideafault rupture

zone).Ad b B Y LJ- O ¢ shdulyg Begxfladiidedwhere it is basedon projectspecificfactorsaswell as
generalstandards.

LessThan
Potentially Significant | LessThan| No
I. AESTHETIG&ouldthe project: Significant with Significant {Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Haveasubstantialadverseeffecton ascenic vista?

b) Substantiallydamagescenicresources,including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings,and historicbuildings X
within a statescenichighway?

¢) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degratie existing
visual character or quality of publMews of the site and its
surroundings? (Publidews are those that are experienced
from publicly accessible vantage point). If the projsan an
urbanized aga, would the projectonflict with applicable
zoning and otheregulations governing scenic quality?

d) Createanewsourceof substantialight or glare,which
would adverselyaffectdayor nighttimeviewsin the area? X

DISCUSSION
Images and illustrations of the proposed project are included in Attachment A.

. (a) and (c) LessThan Significant ImpacC2 NJ G KA & |yl fearas I aaOSyAO QA
provides expansive views of a highly valued laagedor the benefit of the general public. According to

the Scenic Resources section of the Final Environmental Impact Report for the Humboldt County General
Plan Update (Humboldt County, 2017), important scenic vistas in Humboldt County include viewpoints
from major public roadways and public areas providing views of the coast, forests, open space, or

' INRA Odzf GdzNI € fFyRax a ¢Sttt a OASga 2F KAAG2NAO
jdz f AGe¢ NBTFSNE ke elaniefs iZellandtape andihé ektionships Betweed thdse
elements.Potential viewers affected by the project include travelers albiatcheryRoad, neighbors, and

potential users of the Mad River recreation aredbenew construction associated withe solar arrays

will create a new visuamprovement Gven the low profile (marightfoot heigh{ of the solar arrayand

security fencingthe projectQa t + wdulNI¥élodvér in height comparedo roof-top solar panels
commonly found in many commiires.

The project may affect views frortatcheryRoad toward the foresteddge along Poverty Point norfast
of Blue Lakghowever, the low profile of the project featuresomplemented by the gently sloping terrain
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and the setback from the roadwawould not substantially obstruct these views. Views frélatchery
Road are not rare or uniguend theproject will have no effect on panoramic views based on topography
and existig conditions includingbstructions such as trees, utility poles, and biais.

The features introduced by the projeutill add anthropogenic elements which some may fimdl be
inconsistentwith the visualcharacter of the surrounding area. Viewer response may be negative for
viewers who place a high value on open spacepsitjve for viewers who place a high value on renewable
energy. The limited expanse of the project featared the limited importance of the affected viewpoints
result in the impacts being less than significant.

I. (b) - NoImpact Hatchery Road is not afficially designated scenic highwayheprojectis not visible
from State Route 298r any other major arterial road

I. (d) - LessThan Significantmpact Solar PV panels function by absorbing radiation rather than reflecting
radiation. Solar P\panels are constructed of dadolored materials and covered with améflective
coatings to minimize optical reflection. Reflection from PV panels is typically comparable to, or less than,
reflection from water surfaces and building windowsepotential for glareassociatedvith reflection from

the PVpanelswould be minimal during the day and the facility would not be lighted at night. No nighttime
glare would occur as a result of the Project.

MITIGATION MEASURBR®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould havea Less Thasignificantimpacton Aesthetics.

LessThan
Significantvith L_esslhan No
Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated Impact

II. AGRICULTURMNDFORESTHRESOURCES g%ﬁ;};ﬂ%

Wouldthe project: Impact

a) ConvertPrimeFarmlandUnigueFarmlandpr Farmlandof
Statewidelmportance(Farmland)asshownonthe maps
preparedpursuantto the FarmlandMappingand
Monitoring Programof the CaliforniaResource#gencyto
non-agriculturaluse?

b) Conflictwith existingzoningfor agriculturaluse,or a
WilliamsonActcontract?

¢) Conflictwith existingzoningfor, or causerezoningof,
forestland (asdefinedin PublicResource€odesection
12220(g)timberland(asdefinedby PRGection4526),0r
timberlandzonedTimberlandProduction(asdefinedby
GovernmentCodesection51104(qg))?

d) Resultinthe lossof forestlandor conversiornof forestland
to non-forestuse? X
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e) Involveother changesn the existingenvironmentwhich,
dueto their locationor nature, couldresultin conversiorof
Farmlando non-agriculturaluseor conversiorof forestland X
to non-forestuse?

DISCUSSION

The project site has aAgriculture Exclusive (AE) General Plan designation and utilities and energy
facilities, which includes solar energy facilities, are a compatible use in this designation. (Humboldt County
General Plan, Table-@.). Humboldt County General Plan policies @itored towards limiting the
conversion of agricultural land in order to balance economical and generational transitions in local land
uses. Approximately 3,000 to 5,000 acres of agricultural land in Humboldt County has been converted to
nonagriculturaluse each year since 1964. Rangeland has been converted to both timber production and
residential uses. Productive dairy lands have been subject to partial or complete conversion for wildlife
and conservation purposes. Depending upon interests and econpfiaicas can be broken up into
smaller nonviable parcels or taken entirely out of production. For some of these property transfers,
unfunded estate taxes can force the sale of all or portions of the ownerR@iguctions in the valuation

of agricultural lad can affect the viability of current operations by limiting financing ability, estate
transfers or income from property sales. The agricultural land use policies of the Humboldt County General
Plan aim to strike a balance between continued protectionfaohland so the agricultural industry can
enjoy a stable land base well into the future, and limitations on land uses that reduce the value of
agricultural land and impact profitability.

¢ KS DSYSNIt t¢fl yhetf 2aa Omitight®Ra/caniuRtivedeffezts of conversion of
LINAYS | INROdzf G dzNMf yRIAER LRYR OB dg2 Sy O¢daANI 3S 02y A
lands placed into conservation easements or acquired by public agencies for conservation purposes

II. (a) ¢ Less Than Significantith Mitigation Incorporated: The Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program has not been completed for Humboldt County, therefore there has been no designation of the
site by the Department of Conservation Bsme Farmland, Unique faland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance However, the project could potentially impaagproximately 5.5acres of land designated as
PrimeAgriculture Soils (Loleta and Duzen soils [NRCS 20i#di]) the 36.5-acre site. The definitions used
by NRCS to be considered prime soils requires the land to be irrigated. This site has not been used as
irrigated agriculture for more than 10 years and has been used as seasonal pasture for livestock grazing.
The Humbldt General Plan uses a definition for State Prime Agriculture Land that includes lands capable
of an annual carrying capacity equivalent to one animal unit per acre. From present stocking levels the
36.5acre project site would satisfy this criteriofurthermore, the Humboldt County GIS with coverage
similar to the NRCS Loleta and Duzen soils mapping has identified portions of the site as prime agricultural
land. This mapping is derived from the Soils of Western Humboldt County California (1965¢ &uwdl t
| 2YaSNDIFGA2ya { SNBAOSQa O2NNBf | (A2 ySCS FandiCagabiliy a2 A f
Classification System. For the purpose of this analysis the County considers that the project has the
potential to impact prime agriculiral lands.

The proposed project is located within the Blue Lake Community Plan Area but is outside designated Urban
Development Boundaries. The project proposes solar arrays on approximately 15% of the project site
which has prime soils as mapped hyniboldt County and NRCS.

Consistent with General Plan Policy-RG5: Protect Productive Agricultural Soils, the proposed project is
designed to minimize impermeable surfaces and impacts to areas of lands planned for agriQflthes.
36.5acresite, the project proposesolar arrays that will creatienpervioussurfacesncludngsteel driven
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piers (140 sflo support the solar panel arragnd thearea fortransformer pads (1,300 sf)all which will
cumulatively comprise af,440sf or 0.@B-acres. Limted grading is proposed as the steel driven piles to
support the arrays can be adjusted in height to maintain a uniform elevation without significant land
alterations.

In addition, the proposed solar facility does not permanently change the undetlmag soil condition,

or land use as a residence or commercial building would, and when the facility is ultimately
decommissioned, the site will be fultgstored to its original condition. Construction of the project
consists of steel driven pilesiniboK S S NI KX gKAOK OFy 6S NBIFIRAf& NBY?2
life. According to the applicant, this method of construction does not alter the natural condition of the

land, which can be restored to pnstruction conditions at the end of $h LINRP 2SOl Q& dza ST dz
implementation of the pollinator habitat, the project can improve soil health, moisture retention, and
increase biodiversity over its present condition. As noted above, the project sponsor will provide a
Decommissioning Plahat ensures the project site will be restored to gaeject conditions through best
management practices for soil/site remediation and materials recycling. A financial assurance
contribution to Humboldt County provides the monetary security needed taemthe final restoration

2T GKS LINRP2SO0 3IbkechrSsefulal SNI G KS Tl OAtAleQa

The General Plan identifies solar facilities as a compatible use on lands designated as Agricultural Exclusive
(AE). General Plan PoliagzP6 Agricultural Land Coevsion- No Net Lossillows for the conversion of
AEdesignated lands if certain findings can be made including no feasible alternatives and an overriding
public interest. The findings also require mitigation to prevent a net reduction in agriculturabbse

and agricultural production. The project, while a solar facility, is a compatible use but is not agriculture
and a loss of production would result as the land would not be suitable for its present use as pasture for
cattle grazing. While decommisgiag and restoration of the site is proposed at the end of its useful life,

the conversion could extend from 25 to 35 years or perhaps longer if the facility is repowEoaditigate

for a net loss in agricultural land base and production suitable taneesements could be acquired as
provided by the Poligyor, asis proposed by the project, measures will be instituted to ensure ongoing
agricultural uses on the property, including but not limited to sheep grazing or the keeping of honey bees,
on a rotdional basis whereby pasture areas would be occupied for variable periods, allowing pasture rest
LISNA2Ra G2 LINRY2GS 2LIAYFHE @S3aSalraazy ljdzatAade YlIy
habitat. To ensure the ongoing operations are viableAgmicultural Management Plan, summarizing the
aforementioned agricultural uses on the propertyill be submitted subject to the approvaf the
Humboldt County Planning Directbefore issuance of final inspectiorfor the project.In addition, the
placanent of Financial Assurance with Humboldt County as part of the Decommissioning Plan ensures
that the restoration of the project site is funded and there is no permanent loss or conversion of any
agricultural lands.

Although the Project will convertggicultural landsin order to reduce potential impacts to a Less than
Significant levelo maintain consistency with General Plan PolicyP8Gincorporation of the proposed
agriculture uses, including theollinator habitat through the implementation ofin Agriculture
Management Plan will enable a majority of the project site to function as agricultural in naftbee
Agriculture Management Planill be subject to coordination with County of Humboldt Planning staff for
project administration. With implementation dflitigation Measure AGL, the project will result ira less
than significanimpact to these resourcesnd no further mitigation is regjred.

I.(b) through (d) - Noimpact: The subject propertys not held in ainderWilliamson Actcontractand no
forestlandsare presentwithin the projectarea. The project site is zoned, whichalthough considered
G dzy Of | aléws ilki€S Rrid energy facilityses uporthe grant of a use permit. According to the
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Humboldt County Environmental resource maps the area on which the solar panels will be installed
contains no sensitive woodland or forested areas. In addition, the iattall of the panels requires
minimal site improvements which allow for agricultural practisexh as the pollinator program or
ongoing grazing and otha&isesnot in conflict with the solar arrays. Finally, the project as proposed has a
finite life span 85 years), at which time the solar arrays and support structuwviisbe removed, and the

land can return to agriculture production. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with existing
zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land, timberlandimberland zoned Timberland Production. No
impacts would occurTherefore the projectwill resultin noimpactto theseresources.

Il.(e) ¢ Less Than Significantith Mitigation Incorporated: The County (through its General Pland
Zoning Ordinanageallow for utility and energy facility landsesthrough application and approval of a Use
Permit The temporary nature of the Use Permit for a solar facility does not require the permanent
conversion of agriculture lands, nor requires significant new infrastructure of development to service the
project site. The proposegroject, although compatible ith existing agricultural uses surrounding the
property, will convert lesthan 0.004%f the total agricultural acreage in Humboldt County. As discussed
in Section Il (a) above, the implementation of the Agriculture Management Plan to ensure continued
agiculture uses on the property, including the proposed pollinator habitat and grazing or row crop uses
would keep the project consistent with GP Policy &

Due to thetype and duration of the proposed use of tisée, including agriculture activitiegnd the
installation of the pollinator progranthe project would not create development impacts that would
further lead to agriculture conversion of surrounding properties. Furthermorepthposedprojectdoes
not propose to rezone or subdivide anyriggltural lands. With implementation d¥litigation Measure
AG1, the Agriculture Management Plan wélhsure the projectesultsin a less than significanmpact
and would not create achange tosurrounding Brmland to noragriculture uses and impacts ear
considered less than significant with fusther mitigation required.

MITIGATION MEASURH®Ee County of Humboldt will implement the following measures to ensure no
significant impacts té\griculture and Forestry Resources:

MM AG-1: Agriculture Managemat Plan. To maintain consistency with General Plan PolicyPAGo
prevent a net reduction in land base and agricultural productiom projectsponsorshallmaintain continual
operation ofagricultural uses on the property, including but not limitedsteeep grazinghe keeping of
honey beesor planting of row cropspn a rotational basis Prior toissuance of a certificate of occupancy
for the project the applicant shall submthe Agricultural Management Plaio the County of Humboldt
Planning Directgrsummarizing théypes and duration o&gricultural usess well as operator information

for the property. The Agriculture Management Plan shall be subject to review by the Planning Director to
confirm the effetiveness of the agricultural operations.

FINDINGSEhe Project would havieess than Significant Impacts Agricultureand ForestrResourcesvith
Mitigation Incorporated.

l1l. AIRQUALIT YWhereavailablethe significanceriteria _ LessThan
establishecby the applicableair quality managemenbr g_ote_r;pallyt S'%\rl'i';cam ?Siha”t | Not
air pollution control district maybe relied uponto make ignimican R gnificant | Impac
Impact Mitigation Impact

the followingdeterminations Wouldthe project:

Incorporated
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a) Conflictwith or obstructimplementationof the applicable
air quality plan? X

b) Resultn acumulativelyconsiderablenetincreaseof any
criteriapollutant for whichthe projectregionisnon-
attainmentunderanapplicablefederalor stateambient X
air quality standard(includingreleasingemissionswhich
exceedquantitativethresholdsfor ozoneprecursors)?

€) Exposesensitivereceptorsto substantialpollutant
concentrations? X

d) Resultin other emissions (such as théesaling to odors)
adversely affecting aubstantial number of people? X

DISCUSSION

Theprojectislocated within theNorth Coastir Basinand subjecto the jurisdictionof the North Coast
Unified AirQuality ManagemenbDistrict (North CoastUnified AQMD or Air District). The following
informationwasobtainedfrom the AirDistrictwebsite.

HumboldtCountyis listedasd | G G | Aoy oy &y @ & | faralkicbidradaRd stateambientair quality
standards excephe state24-hour standard fomparticulatematter of 10micronsor less(PMyo), for which
Humboldt Countyis designatedd y' 2 y I (i (i I PV afr @ryfissidrinclude chemicalemissions and
otherinhalableparticulatematter with an aerodynamidiameterof less tharlOmicrons.PMio emissions
includesmokefrom wood stoves,airborne salts,dieselexhaust,and other particulatematter naturally
generatedby ocean surf. Primary source$particulatematter includeon-roadvehicles (engineexhaust
and dustfrom paved and unpaved roadgpenburningof vegetation (both residentiadind commercial),
residentialwood stovesand stationanjindustrial sourceg¢factories).In 1995 the Air Distiict conducted
a study to identify the major contributors of PMio, which is summarized in thelraft report entitled
ParticulateMatter PMso AttainmentPlan.According tdhe Air Districtwebsite,this report should beused
cautiouslyasit is not adocumentthat isrequired inorderfor the Air Districtto comeinto attainmentfor
the state standard.Carsand trucks and othervehiclesare considereda source of particulate matter
within the district. Fugitiveemissionsasa resultof vehiculartraffic on unpaved roadwaysare the largest
sourceof particulatematter emissionswithin the district.

In determining whethea projecthassignificantair qualityimpactsonthe environment planners typically
applytheir localair district'sthresholdsof significancedo projectsin the reviewprocess.Howeverthe Air
Districthasnot formally adopted significancéhresholds,but rather utilizesthe Best AvailableControl
Technologyemission rategor stationarysourcesasdefinedand listed irthe Air 5 A & ( RfeX) 0 New
SourceReviewand Preventionof SignificantDeterioration. The Air Districtdoes not currently haveany
thresholdsfor toxics,but recommenddhe useof the latestversionof the CaliforniaAir Pollution Control
Officers! a & 2 O Adl1 (iSAI 2f yik$Gessnierit&r Proposed Land Usé NP 2t&aValuateand reduce
air pollution impactsrom newdevelopment.

1l. (a),(b), (c)- LessThan Significantmpact Air qualityimpactsfor the proposedprojectareassociated
with typical constructionrelated activities.Basedon knowledgeof emissionsfrom similar projects,
calculationof estimated emissions not necessaryn order to concludewith certaintythat the project
would havea lessthan significanimpacton increasef any criteriapollutants,andwould notresultin
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cumulatively considerableet increase®f anycriteria pollutants. Theproject would beconsistentwith
the Air5 A & (i R\, GtiaiRrient Plan aghe projectis located in an urbanized aredpesnot include
the operation of woodstovesor hearths,and would notemit PMo at levelsthat would exceed theAir
5 A & (i theshld 61 &5 tons per year. Thisprojectwill not conflictwith or obstructimplementationof
the Air 5 A a (i Ald\qGaiitDabjectivesor standards orcontribute in a substantiveway to a norr
attainmentof air quality objectivesin the projectareaair basin.

Theprojectissubjectto the Air5 A & (i Rufel04i SR ctiorD, for fugitive dustemissionsPursuanto Rule
104,no personshallallow handling,transporting,or open storageof materialsin sucha manner which
allowsor mayallowunnecessary amountsf particulatematter to becomeairborne.Further, reasonable
precautionsshallbe taken topreventparticulatematter from becomingairborne,including:

(1) Covering open bodiettuckswhenused fortransporting materialdikelyto giveriseto airborne
dust;

(2) Theuseof water or chemicaldor control of dustin the demolition of existingbuildingsor
structures,constructionoperations the gradingof roadsor the clearingof land,;

(3) Theapplicationof asphalt,oil, water or suitablechemicalon dirt roads,materialsstockpiles,
andother surfacesvhichcangiveriseto airbornedusts.

(4) Theprompt removalof earth or other track out materialfrom paved streetonto which earthor
other material hasbeentransportedby truckingor earth movingequipment,erosion by water,
or other means.

l1l. (d) - LessThanSignificantimpact The project site is not situated near schools, parks and playgrounds,
day care centers, nursing homes, or hospitals. One residential dwelling unit is situated approxadately
feet from the southvest end of the proposed solar array, cartwo dwelling units are situated
approximately200 feet from the solar arrayo the south in theState Hatchery areaAir emissions
associated with the project are limited to constructicglated emissions, which are minor and of limited
duration, and danot present a significant exposure concern. Emissions from construaiated vehicles

and equipment will dissipatanto the atmosphere before they could expose people working or residing
in the area to substantial pollutants.

lll.(e) - LessThan Significantimpact Construction of the project may result in minor, temporary,
nuisance odors associated with construction activities. These odors would not persist after project
completion.

MITIGATIONMEASURE8to mitigationrequired.
FINDINGSFEheProjectwould haveLessThanSignificantimpactson Air Quality.

LessThan
Potentially Significant | LessThan No
IV.BIOLOGICARESOURCE&ouldthe project: Significant ‘with Significant | Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporated

a) Haveasubstantiabdverseeffect, either directlyor
throughhabitatmodifications,on anyspeciesdentified as
acandidate sensitive or specialstatusspeciesn localor

regionalplans,policies,or regulations or by the California X
Departmentof FishandWildlife or U.S FishandWildlife
Service?
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b)

Havea substantialadverseeffect on anyriparianhabitat
or other sensitivenaturalcommunityidentified in localor
regionalplans,policies,andregulationsor by the
CaliforniaDepartmentof Fishand Wildlife or U.S Fishand
Wildlife Service?

Havea substantiabdverseeffecton state orfederally
protected wetlands(includingbut not limited to, marsh,
vernalpool, coastal, etc.)throughdirectremoval filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d)

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the usef native wildlife nursery
sites?

Conflictwith anylocalpoliciesor ordinancegrotecting
biologicalresourcessuchasatree preservationpolicyor
ordinance?

Conflictwith the provisionsof an adoptedHabitat
ConservatiorPlan,NaturalCommunityConservatiorPlan,
or other approvedlocal,regional,or statehhabitat
conservatiorplan?

DISCUSSION
Garcia and Associat€SANDA) biologists conducted a background review in order to idéitifygical and

aquaticresources with known or potential occurrence on or in the vicinity of the site. A biological field

surveyof the Project Area and surrounding bt buffer was conducted on May 7, 2020 in order to
determine the potential presence gensitive biological resources within the Project Area, as whilsitat
suitability for speciastatus wildlife and plant species as designated by the United StateartsWildlife
Service (USFWS), California Department of Fish and Wildlife (GiDEWAe CalifornidNative Plant Society
(CNPS).

A total of 40 speciadtatus wildlife species were identified during the background review. Of theseare
known to occur or have a moderate or higher potential to occur in the Project Area and imccttdern

red-legged frogRana aurora) and whitiiled kite (Elanus leucurus)

A total of 24 speciatatus plant species were identified during the background review, however, arene
likely to occur within the Project Area due to the history of lasé practices associated witivestock
grazing on siteOne potentially jurisdictional aquatic feature was found within the Project Area.

GANDArepared aPreliminary Jurisdictional Delineation Report assessment and eléthé methodsand
results of the determination of wetlands or waters under potential regulatory jurisdictibe.Project Area
lies approximately 600 ft west of designated USFWS critical habitat for ste€lbeadrhyncus mykiss) and
Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawyt9chewever, neither of thesspecies are expected to occur
within or adjacent to the Project Area due to a lack of suitable aghatiitat.

V.

(a) and (b)- LessThan Significantvith Mitigation Incorporated Per the May 2020 field survethe
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screeningsurvey confirmed the absence of potentially sensitive speeighin the projectarea.Six of the

24 speciabktatus plant taxa reviewed were determined to have a low potential to occur within the Project
Area and the remaining 18 are not expectedtmur due to previous disturbance related to cattle grazing
and a lack of suitable habitat. Speesthtus plants are noaddressed furtherand no mitigation is
required.

Forty speciabtatus wildlife species were included in the results of the datalsgseches (CDFR020;
USFWS 2020a). Of these, fifteen spestiaius wildlife species have been documented withitwo-mile
radius of the Project Are&even salmonid species hgyaential to occur within the Mad River but are not
expected to occur on thBroject due to a lack cluitable habitat. Of the remaining eight species, two have
a moderate or greater potential to occurhese two species are discussed in more detail bl GANDA
report includes a discussion of all dpeciaistatus wildlife spcies reviewed during this analysis.

Northern redlegged frogs (NRLF) occur in California from Mendocino County north to the Quexgtan
(CDFW 2014). Northern rdelgged frogs may occur from séavel up to 3,800 ft elevatiofEgg laying occurs
from January to March and eggs are attached to submerged vegetation. Ondayggg is complete, adult
northern redlegged frogs leave the breeding site and disperse overlaadsas of thick vegetation where
they remain through the spring and summer (Jenniagsl Hayes1995). Dense undergrowth along
intermittent and perennial streams in coastal redwood foreptsvide suitable habitat for adults and
subadults (Jennings and Hayes 1995).

According to the CNDDB, there are four documented occurrences of nortbétagged frog withirtwo
miles of the Project Area. A record from November 5, 2016 describes 15 individuals captured from
breeding pond 0.4 mile east of the Project Area. Egg masses have been observed in thitepwittently
since 2006 (CDF®2020). A record from 2001 describes two individuals captured avite River Hatchery,
just south of the Project Area.

All native birds in California are protected by the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and provisions of
the California Fish an@ame Code. Section 3503.5 of the California Fish and Game Code specifically protects
raptors. Ground disturbance, noise, or removal of vegetation that would result in destruction of active bird
nests or disruption obreeding/nesting activity could be dolation of the MBTA and the California Fish and
Game Code, as well as a signifidampact under CEQA.

The whitetailed kiteisanosv A ANF G2 NB &aLISOASa GKFG Aa | NBaARSyid 2
It is rarely found far from agricultal areas and is the only North American kite that hovers while hunting

for prey, which consists of small rodents (especially voles), reptiles, insects, and small birds. Nests are
constructed of loosely piled sticks and twigs, lined with grass, andpjfa&t NJ 6 KS G2L) 2F (G NBS:
home range may be as large as 3 square miles, with a mean breeding home range of 0.2 mi&iMthite

kites breed between February and October with an average clutch size of four to five eggs (Zeiner et al.
19881990) According to the CNDDB, there are no documented occurrences of-taléd kite within

two miles of the Project Area. No whiteiled kites were observed during the May 7, 2020 biological

survey; however, this species is known to occur within this regiddumboldt County and suitable nesting

habitat occurs in the loveanopy oak woodland in the vicinity of the Project Area. This species could forage

within the Project Area. Due to the extensive suitable habitat around the Project Area taitéte kites

have a moderate potential to occur within the Project Area.

Avoidance and minimization measures have been incorporated as mitigation to reduce potential impacts
to sensitive speciesWwith the implementation of theMitigation Measures BI@L through BIG6, potential
impacts to whitetailed kite and redegged frog wuld be less than significant
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IV.(c)- Less Than Significamtith Mitigation Incorporated Afield investigation was performed by GANDA

on May 7, 2020, inccordance with the Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (USACE 1987),
and Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Western Mountains,
Valleys, and Coast Region (Version 2.0) (USACE 2010) and A Guide to Ordinary High \Wa&ét\Widjk
Delineation for NoHPerennial Streams in the Western MountaiWglleys, and Coast Regiohthe United

States (USACE 2014he lineation Area of approximately 38 acres encompasses the propésefect,
including access and staging aréa8NDAlocumenedthe locationand extent of aquatic features within the
Delireation Areao make a preliminary determination @fhether these aquatic features meet the definition

of waters of the United States (U.S.), includvejlands, as defined by the Clean Water Act (CWA), pursuant
to which the U.S. Army Corpskefigineers (USCE) may exert jurisdiction. S BANDAeport also addresses
potential Regional WateQuality Control Board (RWQCB) jurisdiction and California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFWrrisdiction over aquatic features.

Existing information identified nknown aquatic featuresit the project site However, lased on a field
delineation, threeaquaticfeatures were documented, in total occupying 0.329 acre. Thase features
have different vegetation types but are continuous and located within the saie&rtiepression. Thaquatic
features were mapped in the field based on the extent of hydrophwggetation, wetland hydrology, and
hydric soils. These features are not adjacent to and not contigwihdraditional navigable waters, and are
likely not waters of the U.S. subject to USACE jurisdictlomthree features may still fall und&DFW and
RWQCB jurisdictionThe project development area is set bad0 feet from the wetland featuresand
avoids any potential short or long term impact to these featuréds.such, no permits from th&SACE,
RWQCB or CDFW are requirétbwever,in light of temporary construction activities and machinery
required to build the projectjimplementation ofMitigation Measure BIG7 would prevent accidental
chemical transmissio(e.g., oil and lubricantsihto waterwaysand gpropriate materials will be kept on
site to prevent and managaotential spills As such, th@otentialimpactis considered less than significant
with implementation ofmitigation measure MMBIO7.

IV. (d) - LessThan Significantvith Mitigation Incorporated: The Biological Constraints Analysis prepared
for this property included protocols for the detection of native or migratory wildiecies and corridors.
No evidence of wildlife corridors nanysensitive species &ve observed during the field survey. No NRLF
were observed during the May 7, 2020 biological survey; however, due to the close prdemigen the
Project Area and knowhreeding populations along the Mad River, NRLF havederate potential to
occur within the Project Area. Northern réelgged frogs may breed along tMad River and may use the
riparian corridor east of the Project Area for summer refubiRLFnay alsadisperse overland within the
Projectarea.

If Project construction occurs during thite-tailed kite nesting season (February 1 through August 31),
implementation ofavoidance and mitigation measureSMIMs), such as nesting bird surveys prior to the
start of construction is recommended. If necessary, seasonal buffers will be implemented to avoid
disturbances to occupied nests. With the implementation of Miggation Measures BI@L through BIG

6, potential impacts to whitetailed kiteand redlegged frogwould be less than significant. Furthermore,
installationof the security fence andf the solar arrays would not preclude wildlife from moving through
the Project site. Impacts would be less than significant, anfiriber mitigationis required

IV. (e) and (f) - LessThan Significanimpact The Humboldt County Generd&lancontainspoliciesfor
streamsidemanagementreaswetlandand wetland buffeareasand othersensitiveand criticahabitats.
The projectareadoesnot containany mappedtreamsidananagementreaswetlands,or wetland buffer
areasin the General PlafBasedonthe monitoring and analysdescribed in Sectiolv.(athrough g above
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the projectareadoesnot containany sensitive species but has a matterpotential forsuitableforaging
habitat However, there arghree aquatic featureswith a combined area of 0.328cres within the
Delineation Area. These wetland features were mapped in the field based on the extent of hydrophytic
vegetation, wetland faddrology, and hydric soils. These features are not adjacent to and not contiguous with
traditional navigable waters and are likely not waters of the U.S. subject to USACE jurisdictiay still

fall underCDFW and/oRWQCB jurisdictiohe project has been designed to include a-idd buffer
around all potential wetland areasThe project areais not subjectto an adopted HabitatConservation

Plan, Natural Community ConservationPlan, or other approved local,regional, or state habitat
conservation planAs such,mpacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required

MITIGATION MEASURES:

TheCountyof Humboldtwill implementthe followingmeasurego ensureno significantimpactsto
native migratorybird species:

MM BIO-1: Workers Environmental Awareness Training (WEAN)workers will receive a WEAT training

by a qualified biologist. The WEAT will educate workers about all sptaias species and related
habitats potentially present in the Projectre®, and the nature and purpose of protective measures,
including BMPs and other required measures. Work areas, including staging areas, will be limited to those
shown in the final Project description and included in the WEAT training. All heavy equipeigiotes,

and construction activities will be confined to these designated areas. A copy of all applicable AMMs wiill
be kept on site at all times.

MM BIO-2: Delineation of Work Area and Work PerioWork areas, staging areas, and access roads will

be limited to those shown in the final project description. Exclusion buffemind environmentally
sensitive areas (ESAs) such as wetlands or active bird nests will be clearly flagged or fenced with temporary
construction fencing. All heavy equipment, vehiclesd construction activities will be confined to
designated work areas. Vehicle speeds on unpaved roads will not exceed 15 miles per hour. Because dusk,
nighttime, and dawn are often the times when NRLF is most actively foraging and dispersing, all
constuction activitiesshallcease one half hour before sunset and not begin prior to one half hour before
sunrise.

MM BIO-3: Site MaintenanceTrash dumping, firearms, open fires (such as barbecues), hunting, and pets
will be prohibited at the work site. Altash and waste items generated by construction or crew activities
will be properly contained in a covered trash receptacle and removed from the Project Area daily or
secured inside a covered, locking container. This includes biodegradable items sugieasoegs and
banana peels that attract predators such as raccoons and American crowthdtprey upon sensitive
wildlife species, which would be considered a potentially significant impact under CEQA.

MM BIG4: Wildlife EntrapmentAll Project personel will visually check for animals beneath vehicles and
equipment immediately prior to operation to minimize the potential for spesiatus species to be
harmed by crushing or entrapment, which would be considered a potentially significant impact under
CEQA. Any pipes, culverts, or other ogrded materials and equipment stored onsite for one or more
overnight periods will be inspected for animals prior to moving, burying, or capping to ensure that no
animals are present within these materials and equgmt. To prevent accidental entrapment of wildlife
during construction, all excavated holes, ditches, or trenches greater than six inches deep will be covered
at the end of each work day by plywood or a similar material, or escape routes will be coedbtwitit

the materials that allow trapped wildlife to escape without slipping or being injured. After opening and
before filling, any holes, ditches, or trenches will be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals by the
project biologist or construction crew.
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If a speciabtatus species is discovered in the Project Area, the Project Manager or Project biologist will be
contacted. The Project Manager or Project biologist will report the sighting to the appropriate natural
resource agency(ies) (e.g., CDFW, USFa.) within 24 hours when required by the agency. The animal
will be allowed to move off site on its own. Spedtdtus species will not be taken or harassed. No
threatened or endangered species will be moved unless under the direction of the atecggency and

by a qualified and/or permitted biologist.

MM BIO5: Northern Redegged FrogA preconstruction survey will be performed no more than 3 days
prior to the onset of construction to determine if any suitable burrows occur for NRLF on ¢éhé\sif

small mammal burrows that will be impacted by pier installation or other ground penetrating activities
shall be excavated by a permitted and agency approved biologist prior to construction activities. If any
NRLF are observed during the preconstiatsurvey, CDFW shall be consulted to determine the best way
to avoid impacts to NRLF. Grouditurbing activities should be conducted during the dry season (May
15-October 15) to minimize take of NRIfconstruction activities are conductesdithin the dry season

(May 150ctober 15), exclusion fencing shall be installed around the work area prior to October 15 to
prevent NRLF from migrating into work areas. The fencing material and design shall be reviewed and
approved in writing by CDFW beéoinstallation. In the event a NRLF is encountered on site during
construction, all construction activities will cease until the animal has left the project area on its own and
is no longer in danger of harm. The project construction manager or projeltigiso will report the
sighting to CDFW within 24 hours. No one other than a CBBpkbved biologist is permitted to handle

or capture NRLF, and NRLF will not be taken or harassed.

MM BIO6: Preconstruction Nesting Bird Surveyk nesting bird survey shdle completed by a qualified
biologist no earlier than 14 days prior to any construction during the nesting season (Februsungus

31) to determine if any native birds are nesting on or near the site (including-8060Buffer for osprey,
660-foot buffer for bald eagle (USFWS 2007), and a 0.25 mile buffer for northern spotted owl (USFWS
2012). If any active nests are observed during surveys, a suitable avoidance buffer from the nests shall be
determined by the qualified biologist based on speciegsation, and extent and type of planned
construction activity. Construction within the buffer would be avoided until the chicks have fledged and
the nests are no longer active, as determined by the qualified biologist. Suitable nesting habitat (i.e., trees
and vegetation) shall only be removed outside of the bird breeding season to avoid impacts to nesting
birds. Upon completion of the survey, a memo will be provided to the Planning and Building Department
prior to initiation of any workthat will describe he methods and results of the survey and any related
recommendations.

MM BIO-7: Wetlands and Water Qualithwhen handling and/or storing chemicals (fuel, hydrafilia,

etc.) near waterways, all applicable laws/regulations and best management pra@ibéRs) will be
followed to prevent chemical transmission into waterways. Appropriate materials will be kept on site to
prevent and manage spills. All construction equipment will be well maintained to prevent fuel, lubricants,
or other fluid leaks. Equipnm#, when not in use, will be stored in upland areas outside of the boundaries
of aquatic features (e.g., marsh) or other water bodies. Use of erosion and sediment control BMPs will
follow County requirements or the Project Stormwater Pollution Preventiam PSWPPP) if required.
BMPs composed of straw must be certified weed free. BMPs will not include-filicnent netting to

avoid entrapment of wildlife. No fill or runoff will be allowed to enter wetlands or waterways.

FINDINGSTEheProjectwould haveless than Significarimpactson BiologicaResourcesvith Mitigation
Incorporated
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. LessThan
Potentially Significantwith LessThan No
V. CULTURARESOURCBfouldthe project: Significant Mitigation Significant Impact
Impact Incorporated Impact

a) Causasubstantialadversechangen the significancef a

historicalresourcepursuant toin 15064.5? X
b) Causesubstantialadversechangen the significancef an

archaeologicalesourcepursuantto 15064.5? X
€) Disturbanyhumanremains,includingthoseinterred outside

of formalcemeteries? X

DISCUSSION

The project areadoesnot contain any building®r structuresthat have the potential to be a historical
resource.The applicantetained GANDA(2020) to perform an archaeologicainvestigationof the project

areato evaluatethe potential presenceof archaeologicalesourceslnvestigatiorefforts includedareview

of regional archaeologicaland ethnoegeographic literature, pertinent historical maps and aerial
photography;a project arearecord searchat the CaliforniaHistoricalResourcednformation { @ a4 SY Q&
Northwest Information Center(NWIC)in Rohnert Park, California; a pedestrian fieldsurvey; and
correspondencavith localNative American tribakepresenttives.

Prior to fieldwork, background research included a search of previously conducted cultural re stutltes
and findings at the Northwest Information Center (NWIC) located at California &téatersity, Sonoma in
Rohnert Park, California. The record search includeditha of Potential EffecAPE, and 0.25mile radius
surrounding. The results (NWIC File Number (Ne)848B) found no cultural resourcé@sersecting the APE
and one culturatesource within the 0.28nile radius. No previous culturegsource studies are within the
APE, and three previous cultural resource studies have been condumitksa the 0.25mile radiusA Sacred
Lands File (SLF) search of the APE was initiated on2Apg020, with the Californiélative American
Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC responded via email indicating thesrsegative for SLF and
provided a list of Native American contacts to contact for more informaggarding the APE. GANDA sent
letters to the list of tribal contacts on April 27, 2020.

On May 2, 2020 Janet Eidsness, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) of the BR&nth&ga,
communicated withGANDA to inform them that the consultation letter waseived and that thex are no
known archaeological resources/tribal cultural resources (TCRs) within theTA®Blue Lake Rancheria
THProposed that GANDA test for buriedchaeological deposits within the top 3 feet (ft) of the ground
and informed GANDA that the Wiyatea THPOs (Blue Lake, Bear River, and Wiyot) typically work with the
I LILIX A OF y (i eréhaeO@yigtdodafrae koyha scope of work

Background archivaésearch indicatethat the projectareawastraditionallyoccupied bythe Wiyot people.
Villageswere typicallylocatedaroundthe shoresof the HumboldtBayand nearthe mouthsof rivers.No
village siteswere ethnographicallyreported in the project vicinity. The project is alsowithin an areaof
historicera useby loggersand agriculturasts beginning in thdate 1800's,includingDavid Worth, one of
the first settlersto the region. Therecordssearchat the NWICrevealedthat the project areahasbeen
subjectto five previouscultural resourcesinvestigations.Fourteenadditional investigationshave been
conductedwithin 0.5milesof the project area. A review of the ethnohistory and histonof the project
localeindicated onlya slight possibilityof the presenceof significantremnantsof cultural activity (Roscoe
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& Associates?2018).

An intensive pedestrian survey was conducted on May 19, 2020December 22, 202®y Samantha
Dunham and Jessiddeal of GANDA. Thday 2020survey was conducted using -bieter-wide parallel
transects. Approximatel80.89 aces were intensively surveyed, however 7.27 acres were inaccessible due
to a large herd otattle and bull that were present, yielding conditions uns&ece the cattle had been
removed, Samantha Dunham and Jessica Neal returned on December 22 to kamamainder of the APE

and conduct additional subsurface testing in the eastern portion of the SBBsurface testing was
conducted by handuguringa total of 11 holesup to a depth oB0 centimeters (cm) below surface (bs). No
subsurface culturalesources were identified through the auger and testing. No vehicles were used other
than on paveddirt, or gravel roads. The intensive pedestrian survey resulted in recording one hpstaod
cultural resource (H®1) consisting of a power pole, ground water pump, water trough, and fence post
within the survey area. The newly recorded cultural resource is recommended not eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (NR&tRJalifornia Register of Historical Resources (CRRyibal
cultural, or unique archaeological resources, as defined in 14 CCR 15064.5(a), and PRC Sections 21074, and
21083.2(g), were identified in the project area during this investigation.

GANDA Iso confirmedHSO01 is a newly recorded historeriod cultural resource that consists of four

features associatedith cattle grazing pasture. It is located near the center of the APE, approximately 900

ft east ofHatchery Road. The resource appearsdatyround water pump used to deliver water to a water
troughfor cattle. The resource consists of four components or features: a concrete cattle water trough (1);
aaNRdzy R 6 GSNJ LlzYLd 60T Gg2 ¢g22R LRfSas 2wisS HSIANIT
date nail (3); and a wooden fence post (4). Six pieces of milled wood were located near the wabend

pump, but no other associated artifacts were observed.

Based upon the background research, survey results, and subsurface testing perfarrdatkt GANDA
considers the Project area low to moderately sensitive for cultural resouktsle the surface and
subsurface investigations and high amount of disturbance due to use (pastureland and farmland) did not
locate any archaeological resourceitigation MeasureCULTL isrecommended prior to construction.

V. (a) ¢ LessThanSignificant ImpactAs a result ofSANDAsurvey efforts, the study resulted in positive
results with the identification of Aistoricperiod agricultural grazingesource (H®1). This historiperiod
cultural resource isecommended not eligible for listing on the CRHR and NRHP, and auger probes resulted
in negativeobservations for cultural materialsThe project has been intentionally designed to avoid impacts

to this identified resource. Therefore, the impact is considered less than significant, and no mitigation is
required.

V. (b) - LessThan Significantvith Mitigation Incorporated. Thereare no knownor designated tribal
cultural,or uniquearchaeologicalesourceswithin the projectarea. However thereisa smallpotential that
the proposedprojectactivitiescould inadvertently uncovearchaeologicaiaterialsthat would needto be
evaluated furtherto determinetheir significanceA mitigationmeasure(MM CULT1) isincorporatedasa
precautionary measuréo ensureappropriate responsein the event of inadvertentdiscoveryof cultural
resourcesWith mitigationa lessthan significantimpactwould occur.

V.(c) - LessThan Significanwith Mitigation Incorporated The proposedproject activities have the
potential to inadvertentlyuncoverhumanremains during constructionA mitigationmeasure (MM CULT
1) isincorporated as precautionary measure ensureappropriateresponsein the eventof inadvertent
discoveryof culturalresources.With mitigation a lessthan significanimpactwould occur.

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
Decemberg 2020 Page3l



MITIGATIONMMEASURES:

MM CULTL: Protect Archaeological Resources during Constructhxtivities. Althoughthe surface and
subsurfaceinvestigations did not locate any archaeological resoyragtknown resources have the
potential to occur and could be disturbed during project construction. To ensure protection of unknown
resourcesthe following is reommended.

w While the project has been designed to avoid potential impacthitorical site (HA1), should

this resource require removal to facilitate constructi@ngualified archaeological monitor and
consulting Native American monita@hall be pregnt during the resulting groundisturbing

activity (including but not limited to vegetation clearing/grubbing, {uifeving, transformer and
inverter pads, trenching, gravel access roads, etc.pifoject development in order to assure

there are no substace archaeological deposits present beneath tfistoricperiod cultural
resource

If archaeological resources are encounteraing any ground disturbing activities associated

with the project the applicant shall immediately suspeatl ground disturbing work at the find
locationwithin 100 feet of the finding (or a reasonable buffer zone as determined by a qualified
archaeologist),contact the CountyPlanning & Buildinddepartment, andretain a qualified
professional archaeologist tmalyze the significance of the find and formulate further mitigation
(e.g., Project relocation, excavation plan, and protective cover) in consultation with culturally
affiliated tribes or other descendant groups, where applicable.

Pursuant to Californiblealth and Safety Code §7050.5, if known or suspected Native American or
other human remains are encountered, all growidturbing work must cease in the vicinity of

the discovery, and the County Coroner shall be contacted. The respectful treatment and
disposition of remains and associated grave offerings shall be in accordance with Public Resource
Code (PRC) 85097.98. The applicant and successors in interest are ultimately responsible for
ensuring compliance with this condition. In the event flm@ject design changes and ground
disturbance is anticipated beyond the APE as it is currently defined, further surveys shall be
conducted in those new areas to assess the presence of cultural resources. Any newly discovered
or previously recorded sites within traglditional survey areas shall be recorded (or updated) on
appropriate Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)sB#8s forms. If avoidance of these
resources is not feasible, then an evaluation and/or data recovery program shall be drafted and
implementd.

FINDINGSTheProjectwould havel ess than Significadmpactson CulturalResourcesvith Mitigation

Incorporated
LessThan

Potentially Significant | LessThan No

VI.ENERGYVouldthe project: Significant with Significant | Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impac
due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of X
energy resources, during project construction or operation?
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state docal plan for
renewable energy or energy efficiency? X
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DISCUSSION

VI. (a and b} No Impact The Project as proposed is the construction and operation of a renewable solar
facility. After construction, there would be no filne employees associated with the subject property.
Furthermore, as discussed in the Section Il Air Quality of thiall&itudy aboveiHumboldt Countyis
workingon development of &limate Action Plan (CAP). Information on the County CAP can be obtained
at the HumboldtCounty Department of Plannirand Building orhttps://humboldtgov.org/2464/Climate
ActionPlan Energy would be consumed during the operational phase of the project. Once constructed,
the facility would not require typical energy consumiimfrastructure including but not limited to building
heating and cooling, lighting, appliances, and electronics. The proposed facility of renewable energy solar
panels is estimated to generate annual electric productiod dMegawatts (MW) to interconnédo the
existing electrical distribution system.

Compliance with the California Building Code and Best Management Practices would further reduce
emissions and ensure no overall environmental impacts due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumptian of energy resources, during operation. Therefore, these impacts would be considered less
than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURBR®S: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould haveNo Impacton Energy

LessThan

Significant
with

Mitigation

LessThan
Significan
Impact

Potentially
VII. GEOLOGANDSOILSWouldthe project: Significant

Impact Impact

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:

i) Ruptureof aknownearthquakefault, asdelineatedon
the mostrecentAlquistPrioloEarthquakd-aultZoning
Map issuedby the StateGeologisfor the areaor based X
on other substantiakvidenceof a knownfault? Referto
Divisionof MinesandGeologySpeciaPublicatior42.

i) Strongseismiggroundshaking?

iii) Seismierelatedgroundfailure,includingliquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Resultin substantiakoil erosionor the lossof topsoil ?

c) Belocatedonageologicunit or soilthat isunstable,or that
would becomeunstableasaresultof the project,and
potentiallyresultin on- or off-sitelandslide lateral X
spreading, subsidenceljquefactionor collapse?

d) Belocatedon expansivesoil,asdefinedin Table18-1-B of
the UniformBuildingCode(1994),creatingsubstantial
risksto life or property?

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
Decemberg 2020 Page33


https://humboldtgov.org/2464/Climate-Action-Plan
https://humboldtgov.org/2464/Climate-Action-Plan

e) Havesoilsincapableof adequatelysupportingthe useof
septic tanksor alternativewastewaterdisposakystems
where sewersarenot availablefor the disposabf
wastewater?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological

resource or site or unique geologic feature? X

DISCUSSION

In February 2020, BSK Associates prepared a geotechnical investigation for the proposed project. BSK
conducted a site visit with soil borings in January 202 project ste, a vacant gradand field usedfor

grazing cattleislocated in southeast quéar of Section 31, Township 6 North, Range 2 East of the Humboldt
Meridian. The NAD 83 GPS coordinatesliiiercenter of the Site are 40.8583 degrees North latitude and
123.9921 degrees West longitud€he Coast Ranges are northwasinding mountain range (2,000 to

4,000, occasionally 6,000 feefevation above sea level), and valleys. The ranges and valleys trend
northwest, subparallel to the Sandreas Fault. Strata dip beneath alluvium of the Great Valley. To the west

is the Pacific Ocean. Tlweastlne is uplifted, terraced and wawaut. The Coast Rangase composed of

thick Mesozoic andCenozoic sedimentary strata. The northern and southern ranges are separated by a
depressioncontaining the San Francisco Bay. The northern Coast Ranges are dontipateelgular,

knobby, landslidetopography of the Franciscan Complex. The eastern border is characterized by strike
ridgesand valleys in Upper Mesozoic strata. In several areas, Franciscan rocks are overlain by volcanic cones
and flows of the Quien Sab8pnoma and Clear Lake volcanic fields. The Coast Ranges are subpénallel to
active San Andreas Fault.

All constructionprojectsare subjectto the seismic safety standardsn the CaliforniaBuilding CodeThe
/ 2 dzy edl6yic hazardsregulations are provided in Humboldt County Code, Title Ill (Land Use
Development) Division3 (BuildingRegulations)Chapteré (GeologidHazards)Potentialseismichazards
includesurfacefault rupture, liquefaction, and landsliding.

VII. (a)(i) - LessThanSignificantimpact The site is locatedithin the Mad River fault zone, associated with
the McKinleyville fault. The site is located inaseisimicF St & | NBF 2F t2¢ AyadloAf.
General PlanTheproposed project ise is notlocated within an AlquisPriolo Geologic Hazard ZoneRA

Zone). Zones of Required Investigation referred to as "Seismic Hazard Zones" in CCR Section 3722, are areas
shown on Seismic Hazard Zone Maps where Site investigations are required to deterenimeeth for

mitigation of potential liquefaction and/or earthquakeduced landslide ground displacement&n
Earthquakd-aultZoneis a regulatoryzonethat encompassetracesof Holoceneactive faultsto address
hazardsassociated with surfackult rupture (CaliforniaGeologicaSurvey2018). Surfacefault rupture is

the resultof fault movementthat breaksto the surfaceof the earth (either suddenlyor slowly)and isthe

result of tectonic movementthat originatesat depth. Surfacefault rupture posesa hazardbecausethe
displacementhat occurscanseverelydamagebuildings.

TheMad RiverEarthquakeFault Zonecontainsa seriesof northeastdipping thrustfaults and associated
foldsthat is approximatelyl0 kilometerswide and extendsat least43 kilometersonshoresoutheast from
Trinidad HeadHart,1999).At least37 subparallel partly interconnectedstrandshavebeen mapped.The
principal faults of the zoneare designated (from southwedb northwest) asthe FickleHill, Mad River,
McKinleyvilleBlueLake and Trinidad faults.

Thepurposeof the AlquistPriolo EarthquakeFaultZoning Acisto preventthe constructionof structures
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for human occupancyacrosstraces of active faults. The project is not subjectto the AlquistPriolo
Earthquakd-aultZoning Acbecausat doesnot include structuregor humanoccupancy.Theproject will
be designed in accordanaeith the CaliforniaBuilding Codend other applicable standards Becausehe
project doesnot includeoccupieal structuresthe likelihoodof exposing peopleor structuresto potential
substantialadverseeffectsislessthan significant.

VII. (a)(ii) - LessThan Significantmpact Theprojectareais located ina regionof high seismicityand the

facility willlikely be subjectedto high levelf seismicallyinduced shakingverthe period of its useful life.
Thelevelof shakingat the site will dependon the earthquakemagnitudeandthe distanceto the source.
Thereis a high probability the project site will experienceshaking associated with seismic event of
magnitudesevenor greaterduring itslifetime. The project areadoesnot haveunique characteristicsor
hazardghat would elevatethe riskof strong seismiground shakingConstruction of the project would be
required to comply with the latest building standards and codes, including the California Building Code that
would reduce any potential impacts to a less than significant level.

VII. (a) (iii) - Nolmpact: Liquefactiorinvolvesasuddenlossin strengthof awater-saturated soiland results
in temporarytransformationof the soilinto a fluid mass.Recentalluvialfloodplain soilsand coastalsand
depositsexhibit the highestliquefactionhazard(HumboldtCounty,2018 ¢ SafetyElement). The project
areais situatedoutsideof mapped liquefaction hazard zonédumboldtCounty,2015).

VII. (a) (iv) - No Impact Hazardgelated to slopeinstability and landslidesire generallyassociatedvith
mountain terrain, bluffs, and steep riverbanks. The project area is situated on a gradually varying,
moderately sloped groundsurface.Landslidehazardsare not expected forslopeslessthan 15%. The
potential for a landslideasa resultof project activitiesor the completed project ig€onsideredhegligible.

VII. (b) - NoImpact Theprojectinvolveslimited gradingand willutilized sedimentand erosiorcontrol best
managementpracticesduring constructionThe disturbed soil areawill be re-seededwith herbaceous
vegetation followinghe completionof construction.Soilerosionor lossof topsoilwill be minimal.

VII. (c)- No Impact Dueto the relative flatslopes of theprojectareaand thegeneraldesignof the project
for ground surfacestability, there is negligiblepotential for instabilityto resultin on- or off-site landslide,
lateral spreadingsubsidenceliquefaction orcollapse.

VII. (d) - NoImpact Expansivesoilsare thosesoilswith significantclaycontentthat expandwhen wet and
shrinkwhen dry.Soilswith a high contentof expansivemineralscanform deep cracksn drier seasons,
whichcan bedetrimentalto foundationsandother structuralmembers.Thepredominantsoil typesat the
projectsite are not expansivesoils.

VII.(e)- Nolmpact Theprojectdoesnot involveplacementof septictanksor alternativedisposal
systems.

VII. (f)¢ Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporatiois discussed iBection Vli(a)(iiabove, the
proposed Project shall comply with the latest building standards and codes, including the California Building
Code. The final building permitgpl set shall be submitted to t@ountyEngineer for review and approval.
However, paleontological resources could be encountered when excavation occurs in previously
undisturbed soil and bedrock.

The implementation of the followinllitigation Measure GB-1, which requires that excavation activities
be halted should a paleontological resource be encountered and the curation of any substantial find, would
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reduce this impact to a leghan significant level.
MITIGATIONMEASURES:

MM GEQL: Protect Archaeological Resources during Constructiéetivities. Should paleontological

resources be encountered during project subsurface construction activities located in previously
undisturbed soil and bedrock, all growdésturbing activities within 2%et shall be halted and a qualified
paleontologist contacted to assess the situation, consult with agencies as appropriate, and make
NEO2YYSYRIGAZ2YyAa F2NJ GKS GNBFdYSyd 2F (GKS RA&A02OC
LI £ S2 y (2 f 2a8 khdividdal withkHe folfowiig §ualifications: 1) a graduate degree in paleontology

or geology and/or a person with a demonstrated publication record in jpeeewed paleontological

journals; 2) at least two years of professional experience relateghai@ontology; 3) proficiency in
recognizing fossils in the field and determining their significance; 4) expertise in local geology, stratigraphy,

and biostratigraphy; and 5) experience collecting vertebrate fossils in the field.

If the paleontological reources are found to be significant and project activities cannot avoid them,
measures shall be implemented to ensure that the project does not cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of the paleontological resource. Measures may includétariag, recording the fossil
locality, data recovery and analysis, a final report, and accessioning the fossil material and technical report
to a paleontological repository. Upon completion of the assessment, a report documenting methods,
findings, and reommendations shall be prepared and submitted to the County for review. If
paleontological materials are recovered, this report also shall be submitted to a paleontological repository
such as the University of California Museum of Paleontology, along sigtiificant paleontological
materials. Public educational outreach may also be appropriate.

The Project sponsor shall inform its contractor(s) of the sensitivity of the project site for paleontological
resources and shall verify that the following dirgetihas been included in the appropriate contract
specification documents:

G¢CKS Addzoadz2NFIF OS 2F GKS O02yaiNHzOGA2y aAdsS vYire 02
subsurface construction, all groutisturbing activities within 25 feet shdoe halted and a qualified
paleontologist contacted to assess the situation, consult with agencies as appropriate, and make
recommendations for the treatment of the discovery. Project personnel shall not collect or move
any paleontological materials. Fils can include plants and animals, and such trace fossil evidence
of past life as tracks or plant imprints. Marine sediments may contain invertebrate fossils such as
snails, clam and oyster shells, sponges, and protozoa; and vertebrate fossils sabhwalsdie, and

sea lion bones. Vertebrate land mammals may include bones of mammoth, camel, saber tooth cat,
horse, and bison. Contractor acknowledges and understands that excavation or removal of
paleontological material is prohibited by law and constisia misdemeanor under California Public
wSaz2dz2NOSa / 2RS> {SOUGA2Y pndT dp dé

FINDINGSEheProjectwould havelLessThanSignificantimpactson Geologyand Soilswith Mitigation
Incorporated
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LessThan
Potentially Significant LessThan No

VIIl. GREENHOU&AEMISSIONSVouldthe project: | Significant with Significant | Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) GenerategreenhousagasemissionGHG)either directly
or indirectly,that mayhavea significanimpacton the X
environment?

b) Conflictwith anapplicableplan,policy,or regulation
adoptedfor the purposeof reducingthe emissionof X
GHG?

DISCUSSION

Section 15064.4 of the CEQA guidelines specifies how the significance of impactgdemhouse gas

(GHG) emissions is to be determined. The Lead Agency is to make a good faith effort to describe, calculate,
or estimate the amount of GHG emissions that will result from a project. The Lead Agency is also to consider
the following factors whn accessing the impacts of the GHG emissions on the environment:

1. Extentto which the project may increaseor reduce GHGemissions,relative to the existing
environmentalsetting

2. Whetherthe projectemissiongexceedathresholdof significancehat the Lead Agencydetermines
appliesto the project

3. Extentto whichthe projectcomplieswith regulationsadopted toimplementa statewide, regional,
or localplanfor the reductionor mitigation of GHGemissions

Globalkclimatechangdsaprocessvhereby GHGaccumulating in thatmospherecontributeto an increase
in the temperatureofthe S I NAtia@@here Theprimary GHGsontributingto globalclimate changeare
carbon dioxide,methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated compounds.Thesegasesallow visible and
ultraviolet light from the sun topassthrough theatmosphere but preventheat from escaping backut
into space.

Amongthe potential consequencesf globalclimate changeare rising sedevelsand adversémpactsto
water supply,water quality, agriculture,forestry,and ecosystemsin addition,globalclimate change may
increaseelectricity demand focooling,decreasdhe availabilityof hydroelectricpower,and affectregional
air quality and publichealth.

In California, the largest emitter of GHGs is the transportation sector, followed by electricity generation.
Carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide emissions are byproducts of fossil fuel comb@d#Gn.
emissions are typically reported as carbon dioxedeivalents (CO2e) to account for the fact that different
GHGs have different potentials to retain infrared radiation in the atmosphere and contributketo
greenhouse effectThe project site is within the jurisdiction of thé&lorth Coast Unified Air Qubl
Management District (NCUAQMDhichhas not yet identified recommended GHG significance thresholds
for the evaluation of development subject to CEQA revidaweverfor informational purposes the project
wasanalyzed whether it exceeded the thresholafssignificance for GHG emissions adopted by the 2017
California Environmental Quality Act Air Quality Guidelines prepared by the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District (BAAQMBxpressing emissions in CO2e takes the contributions of all GHG emissions
to the greenhouse effect and converts them to a single unit equivalent to the effect that would occur if only
carbon dioxide was being emitted (BAAQMD, 2017).

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
Decemberg 2020 Page37



VIII. (a) and (b) - Lessthan Significantimpact Project construction activities could resuit a small,

temporary increase in GHG emissions, including exhaust emissions fromatrucks, worker commute

vehicles, and offroad heavyduty equipment (assuming these vehicles and equipment would not otherwise

be operating).The proposed project i©2y aA aiSyd GKS D2lfa FyR t2fA0AS
contained in Chapter 12 of the Energy Element (i.e., G&8 EBnd Policy-B13) by providing a reliable

source of locally based renewable energy. The energy generated by the project widiladblavfor local
O2yadzYLIiAz2zy YR @Al w/ 9! 3 1 dzYo2tR0O /2dzyieQa //! @

The proposed project will enhance and improve the resilience of the grid by providing enough clean
renewable energy to power roughly;192homes in Humboldt County. This project would further reduce

f 20t NBaARSYy (i Quased\fiiefs ard yoDEHR emissidhsNiDtA ¥f which are stated as
broader community goals and objectives. Reducing GHG emissions is one of the primary aims of the
Humboldt County Climate Action Plan (CAP), currently in late stage development.

The project is a lovimpact development that does not require municipal water, groundwater, or sewer
service. Therojectwill not generate any traffiand once built, requires very little ongoing maintenance.
Operation of the facility will generate minirhaehicle trips and a negligible increase in GHG emisdives
assuming an average of one trip per day, total project emissions would be less than 12 MTCO2e per year,
which is substantially less than the emission threshold of 1,100 MT (BX&QMD, 201)7 The only
potential emissions from the project would result during the construction peri@dnstructionrelated
emissions resulting from thgroposedproject are expected to bsimilar toa recent solar projecthe ACV
Airport Microgrid Projectlocatedat the Humboldt County Airport (Humboldt DPW, 2Q18heless than
significantconstructionrelated emissiongstimatefor the ACV Microgrid Project was based on emissions
evaluated in the Initial Studpr the Humboldt Bay Trail Souttroject(GHD 2018)f 285 MT/yr CO2e over

a two-year period (GHD, 2018), which is an order of magnitude below BAAQMDthreshold of
significanceTherefore, the project would generate a less than significant impact.

Thesolar facilityis a zereemission electricity soge, and the project will result in a substantial net decrease
in GHG emissions by serving as an alternative source forfiesisbased powerlt is estimated that the
project will result in avoided emissions of 900 MT/yr CO2e. This project directlg aliinfederal, state,
and local plans that aim to reduce GHG emissions through alternative power supplies.

Based on the negligible percentage of constructiamd operationrelated GHG emissions, and the
substantial net overall reduction in GHG emissimmesented by the project, it can be firmly concluded
that the project would not have a significant impact through GHG generation, and that the project will not
conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation for GHG reduction.

MITIGATION MEASURBR®S: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTEheProjectwould havea Less Thaisignificantimpacton GreenhousésasEmissions.

LessThan
. -
IX. HAZARDBNDHAZARDOURATERIALSVould Potentially |~ Significant | LessThan | No
Significant with Significant | Impact
the project: Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
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a) Createa significanthazardto the publicor the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of X
hazardousmaterials?

b) Createasignificanthazardo the publicor the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident
conditionsinvolvingthe releaseof hazardousnaterialsinto X
the environment?

c¢) Emithazardousemissionsor handlehazardousor acutely
hazardousmaterials, substances,or waste within one-
quartermile of anexistingor proposedschool?

d) Belocatedon asite,whichisincludedon alist of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuantto GovernmentCode
Sectior65962.5and,asaresult,wouldit createasignificant X
hazardto the publicor the environment?

e) Fora project located within an airport land use plan or,
where sucha planhasnot beenadopted,within two miles
of apublicairport or publicuseairport, would the project X
result in a safetyhazardfor peopleresidingor workingin
the projectarea?

f)  Impairimplementationof, or physicallyinterfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan? X

g) Exposepeopleor structuresto a significantrisk of loss,
injury, or death involvingwildland fires, includingwhere
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where X
residencesareintermixedwith wildlands?

DISCUSSION

IX.(a) and (b) LessThan Significantmpact Construction activities would involve the use of hazardous
materials, such as fuels and lubricants. These materials are commonly used during construction, would be
used in small quantities, and are not acutelyzaalous. Numerous laws and regulations ensure the safe
transportation, use, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials. For example, Caltrans and the California
Highway Patrol regulate the transportation of hazardous materials and wastes, includingneonypes

and packaging requirements, as well as licensing and training for truck operators, chemical handlers, and
hazardous waste haulers. The construction contract will include standard provisions for the safe handling
of hazardous materials and sgllevention control and countermeasures.

Workersafetyregulationscoverhazardgselatedto the preventionof exposureto hazardousnaterials and
areleaseto the environmentfrom hazardousnaterialsuse.TheCaliforniaDivisionof Occupationabafety
and Health (CaDSHARIso enforcediazard communicatioprogram regulations,which contain worker
safety training and hazard information requirementsuch as proceduresfor identifying and labeling
hazardoussubstancescommunicating hazard informatiorelated to hazardous substancesand their
handling,and preparatiorof healthand safetyplansto protectworkersand employees.
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The hazardousmaterials associated withpadmounted transformers are used in small quantities.
Maintenanceof on-site padmounted transformerss a standard practicewith established protocols.

IX.(c)- NoImpact Theprojectwill not emit hazardoussmissionshandlehazardousr acutely hazardous
materials,substancesor waste.

IX.(d)- Nolmpact Theprojectisnot locatedon asiteincludedonalist compiledpursuantto Government
CodeSection65962.5.

IX.(e)-Nolmpact Theprojectis not located within two miles of a public airport and is no located within
an airport land use designation.

IX.(f) - NoImpact No physicalchangeto the environmentwill occurasa resultof this projectthat would
interfere with emergencyresponsesor evacuations.The Project has been reviewed and has been
determined to meetHumboldtCounty Road and Street Standards for pineposedaccess and driveway
and is acceptable as presentetherefore, the project would not obstruct emergency vehicle access.

IX.(g) - NoImpact The project would not increase exposure of people and/or structures to a significant
loss, injury or death involving wild land fires. The project would comply with current California Department
of Forestry and California Building Code requiremémtgire safety. No impacts would occur.

MITIGATION MEASURE®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould havea LessThan Significanimpacton Hazardsand Hazardoublaterials.

LessThan
X. HYDROLOGANDWATERQUALITYWouldthe Potentially | Significant | LessThan | No
Significant with Significant | Impact
project: Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Violateanywaterquality standardsor wastedischarge
requirementsor otherwisesubstantially degrade X
surface or groundvater quality?

b) Substantiallydecreaseggroundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater rechargeich that the
project may impedesustainable groundwater management X
of the basir?

c) Substantiallyalterthe existingdrainagepattern of the siteor
area,includingthroughthe alteration of the courseof a
streamor river, or through the addition of impervious X
surfaces,in amanner,

i) whichwouldresultin substantialerosionor siltation on- or
off-site? X

(i) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface ru
in a manner which would result in flooding -cor offsite; X
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i) Createor contributerunoff water,whichwouldexceedhe
capacityof existingor plannedstormwaterdrainagesystems
or providesubstantiakdditionalsourcesf polluted runoff? X

(iv) impede or redirect flood flows?

X
ld) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk relea
pollutants due to project inundation? X
le) Conflict with oobstruct implementation of a water quality
control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan? X

DISCUSSION

While the project is not anticipated to require any grading worggrading plan wilbe developed during
the design phaséor the project if more than one acre of grading becomes neces3dggradingplan will
determinethe extent of the disturbed soilarea. If this areaexceedsone acre,coverageunder the State
Water ResourcesControl . 2 | NGefk#al Permit for Dischargesof Storm Water Associated with
Construction Activity(ConstructionGeneral Permit Order 20090009DWQ) would be obtained. The
Construction GeneraPermit requires the developmentof a Storm Water Pollution PreventionPlan
(SWPPPby a certified Qualified SWPPP Developg&ihe SWPPRdentifies appropriate erosion control
measuresandother BestManagementPracticeBMPs).If this areaismore than one acre,an Erosiorand
SedimentControl Planwould be developed in accordanceith Humboldt County CodeSection 331
14(h)(6)(D)

In addition toconstructionrelated stormwatermanagementthe project will needto comply withthe

HumboldtCountyLowlmpactDevelopmeniLID)StormwaterManualwhich addressspost-construction
stormwaterconditions(HumboldtCountyCode,Section 33713). LIDis a site developmentstrategy that
preventschemicalpollution of stormwaterand maintainsor reproducesthe runoff characteristicgdhat

existedprior to development.Basicprinciplesof LIDinclude minimizing contacbetween pollutantsand
stormwater, retaining natural areas, minimizing newimpervioussurfaces,incorpormting measuresto

promote storage and infiltration of stormwater, and treating runoffthat leaves the site. LID is
implemented largely through sitéesign site civilengineeringand landscapingl'hespecificcompliance
requirementsfor LID willbe determined during thedesign phase.

X.(a) - Lesgthan Significant Impact Constructionactivitiesnecessaryo constructthe projectwould be
conducted inaccordancewith either the state Construction GenerdPermitor the Countyconstruction
Stormwater Quality Management and Discharge Control OrdinaAperopriate stormwater BMPs,
including erosionsedimentand nonstormwater controlswill be implemented toprotect water quality
at all times through construction. Implementationof BMPsand erosion controlmeasureswill reduce
potential water quality impacts during projectconstruction activitieso a lessthan-significantlevel by
requiring measuresto control erosion and sedimentationf receiving waterbodies. As a result, the
potential impacton water quality during construction andperationwould be lessthan significant.

X. (b) - No Impact The project does not include any groundwaterwithdrawals. The project will be
designedo maintain onsite infiltration of stormwater,which benefitsgroundwaterrecharge.

X.(c) (i, ii, iii, iv), - Lessthan Significantimpact Maintaining drainaggatternswill be one of the design
goalsfor the grading planNew impervious surfaceswill be minimaland ste soilsare knownto havehigh
infiltration capacity The project are# adjacent to the Mad Rivéioodplainso theprojectwill be required
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to comply with provisionsof the LIDStormwaterManualto ensure no offsite siltation or erosionAn
SEAAGAYI RNIAYIIS FINBF Ay GKS OSYydNIf LINI 2F GKS
construction. Foundation requirements for the solar arrays are minimal and do not require exagissg gr

or significant cutThesdactorssupportthe conclusion thathe projectwill not causesubstantiakerosion,

siltation, or flooding by altering drainaggatterns, and will not contribute to an exceedanceof
stormwaterdrainagesystemsnor providesubstantialadditionalsourcesof polluted runoff.

X (d) ¢ Lessthan Significantimpact Theelevationof the project areaprecludesany riskof inundation

by seicheor tsunami.There is mudlfowpotential due to natural occurrences at the project site due to
proximity to Mad River, however the project does not include the development of structures inhabited
by people. Furthermore, no materials or pollutants would be stored on site.

X. (f) - No Impact The project site is located with the Mad River Watershed and Mad River Lowland
Groundwater BasinThe Mad River watershed area is governed by Bwstainable Groundwater
Management Actadministered by the Californi®epartment of Water Resources to ensure that local
governments and water agencies of high and medium priority basins halt overdraft and bring groundwater
basins into balanced levels of pumping and recharde the project wuld result in minimal grading or
subsurface disturbance, there would b® pther potential causesof substantialdegradationof water

quality. As discussed in Section X.a above, the project would be required to comply with state and local
construction pemit standards and there auld be no impact as a result of the project.

MITIGATION MEASURBR®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould havea Lesshan Significantimpacton Hydrologyand WaterQuality.

LessThan
Potentially Significant LessThan No

X LANDUSEANDPLANNINGWouldthe project: Significant ‘with Significant [ Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

a) Physicallgivideanestablisheccommunity?

b) Cause a significant environmenialpact due to aonflict
with anyapplicable land use plan, policy, gulation
adoptedfor the purposeof avoidingor mitigatingan X
environmentaleffect?

DISCUSSION

Xl. (a)- NoImpact: Theprojectissituatedon an unimproved grassland used fgrazing andloesnot have
the potentialto dividean established communitlthough there are nearby residences, the project site is
not adjacent to an urban growth area or within an existing community.

Xl. (b) - LessThan Significantwith Mitigation Incorporation: The General Plan designatidor APN313

091-019and APNB13091-020is! I NA Odzt (i dzNJ t 9 EOf dzA A @S fermedtéxpresshl K S DSy
Ffft2a a! GAf AGASieh azthePrgj&ciGReralPla) Xablé@l) Xtezaning for the site
isUnclassifieqU). The Humboldt Count€odedesignatesll of the unincorporated area of the County not
otherwise zoned as the Unclassifi@t dU¢ Zong. These areareas that havenot been sufficiently studied

to justify precise zoning classificatiomsccording to the Humboldt County Codbetproposed projecis

considereda utility and energy facilitgonsistent with the General Plamd allowed in the U zoning subject

to the grant of a Use PermiHC(8314-8.1) The proposed project is consistent the Goals and Policies of
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becaug it will providea reliable source of locally based renewable energy. The energy generated by the
project will be available for local consumption via the Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA), Humboldt

| 2dzy e Qa /2YYdzyAGe / K2AO0S ! 3ANBIFG2NI 6/ /! 0

The prgosed project willprovide enough clean renewable energy to power roughl200 homes in
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lower GHG emissions, both of which are stated as broader contyrgwals and objectives. Reducing GHG
emissions is one of the primary aims of the Humboldt County Climate Action Plan (CAP), currently in late
stage developmentFurthermore, as discussed in Sectiofsgticulture and Forestry Resourad®ove, the
projectcan be considered consistewith General Plan Policy A%5: Agricultural Land Conversioho

Net Loss if certain findings can be made includimeasible alternatives and an overriding public interest.

The findings also require mitigation to prevennhat reduction in agricultural land base and agricultural
production. The project, while a solar facility, is a compatible use but is not agriculture and a loss of
production would result as the land would not be suitable for its present use as pasturattiergrazing.

While decommissioning and restoration of the site is proposed at the end of its useful life, the conversion
could extend from 25 to 35 years or perhaps longer if the facility is repowefedmitigate for a net loss

in agricultural landase and production suitable land or easements could be acquired as provided by the
Policy,or, as is proposed by the project, measures will be instituted to ensure ong@ngultural uses

on the property, including but not limited to sheep grazinglwe keeping of honey bees, on a rotational
basis whereby pasture areas would be occupied for variable periods, allowing pasture rest periods to
LINEY23GS 2LIAYEFE @S3ASGFGA2Yy ljdahtAGe YIFIyF3aSY®yd | yR
ensure the ongoing operations are viable, aAgricultural Management Plan, summarizing the
aforementioned agricultural uses on the propertyill be submitted subject to the approval of the
Humboldt County Planning Directbefore issuance of éinal inspectiorfor the project.In addition, the
placement of Financial Assurance with Humboldt County as part of the Decommissioning Plan ensures
that the restoration of the project site is funded and there is no permanent losoversion of any
agricultural lands.

lf 0K2dAK (KS tNr2SOG KlIa 0SSy RSaAdaySR G2 NBadz i
installation of pollinator habitat, seasonal grazing, and a decommissioning plan, tNetNass policy still
requires mitigation to ensure consgsicy with the Humboldt County General Plan. Therefore, in order to
reduce potential impacts to a Less than Significant level, implementatibtitigfation Measure AGL will

require the establishment of the Agriculture Management Plan subjethéanonitoring and reporting

plan.

The project is a lovimpact development that does not require municipal water, groundwater, or sewer
service. Th@rojectwill not generate any traffiandonce built, requires very little ongoing maintenance.

MITIGATION MEASURHEmplementation of MM AG1 will ensure the ongoing agricultural operations on
the subject propertyare maintained through the life of the solar project

FINDINGSTheProjectwould haveaLessThan Significanimpacton LandUseandPlanningwith Mitigation
Incorporated.
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LessThan
Potentially | Significant | LessThan No
XlI. MINERAIRESOURCHBEfouldthe project: Significant with Significant impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Resultin the lossof availabilityof a known mineralresource

that would be of valueto the regionandthe residentsof the X

state?
b) Resultin the lossof availabilityof a locallyimportant mineral

resourcerecoverysite delineatedon alocalgeneralplan,

specificplan,or other landuseplan? X

DISCUSSION

Xll.(a) and (b) - No Impact Theproject sitedoesnot contain minerakresourceghat are of value tothe
regionor state. Thequantity of grading, excavation or gravequiredfor this projectisa negligibleamount
comparedto the total gravelextracted inthe region.

MITIGATION MEASURBR®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTEheProjectwould haveNo Impacton Mineral Resources.

LessThan
Potentially | Significant | LessThan
XIlII. NOISEwouldthe project: Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporated

No
Impact

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent
increasein ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
project in exces®f standards established in tHecal X
general plan or noiserdinance, or applicable standards
of other agencies?

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levels? X

e) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip
oranairport land use plan or, where such a plan has not
beenadopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public useairport, would the project expose people X
residing or working ithe project area to excessive noise
levels?

DISCUSSION

Ambient (background)noise levelsat the subject propertyare affected by transient (shortterm) noise
events associatedwith the gravel quarry on OldHatchery Roadust north of the project siteDuring
constructionwhich is expected to last approximately 3 to 4 matrarthmoving equipmentvill be utilized
for clearing,grubbing,and gradinganda vibratory pile driver will be usedto setthe array pilesA truck
mounted drill rig will be used to predrill holesrfthe array postsThed LIA f S RNall @iBbolitracko |
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mounted maching producesnoise of approximately 100 decibelsat a distance ob0 feet Pile driving is
expected to takeapproximatelythree weeks to completeand will be conducted during theeek during
normal construction hourDue to the predrilling activity, the overall ambient noise legeéxpected to be
lower than it wouldbeif predrilling did not occur. As such, prilirg willenable aquicker and lesdisruptive
install overall.The nearest sensitive receptorpavateresidence, i$ocated more thar650 feet northwest of
the northernfence lineof the project. Constructiorgenerated noiséevels drop off at a rate of about 6 dBA
per doubling of the distance between the souied receptor. At this distance, the noise generated by the
pile driving willattenuateand decibel levels are predicted to less than 25 dhduringoperation,the AC/DC
invertersinsidethe building willgeneratea low-levelnoise(lessthan 70 decibelsat one meter).

XIl. (a)- LessThanSignificantimpact Noisesgenerated bythe proposed projecwvill resultin temporary,
but not permanent,noiseincreases.Humboldt Countydoesnot currently haveordinanceghat address
construction noise.The noise associated with facility operations negligible andwill not result in a
substantialpermanentincreasein ambientnoiseaboveexisting levels. Theighestnoiselevelsgenerated
by the project would resultfrom the shortterm use of heavy equipmentand vibratory pile driving
machineryduringconstruction activitieshowever,increasesn noiselevelswill be temporaryand limited
to daytimehours,andwill not be presentafter the project is constructed

Xll. (b) - LessThan SignificantImpact Operations of solar utilities is not typically associated with
groundborne vibrations, but construction may cause temporary noise and vibrafionstructioractivities
will require the useof heavyequipment,drill rig truck, forklift,and piledriving. Some groundborne noise
and vibration could occur during construction of the propogegiect, primarily during driving of the steel
support piers into the groundNoiselevelsare afunctionof the distancebetweennoisesourceand sensitive
receptors andwill alsovary basedn the type of pile driver, the depth of the pile, and soil conditions
(Caltrans2013).Vibrationsand noisewill attenuate with increasing distancet is expected thepile driver
will produces noise of approximately 100 decibels at a distance of 50Thist activity is expected to last no
more than 3 to 4 weeksThere arenearbyresidential structuredocatedsouthd S& i 6 LINB LISNIi & 2
property) of Hatchery Roadr south of project site within the Fish Hatchery facility (not inhabitetihe
nearestoccupied privateesidences approximatelys50feet to the northwestfrom wherepile driving may
occur.

Although rare constructioninduced vibrationdiavethe potential to be structurally damagingo buildings
located adjacento the construction siteWhile small rubbertrackmountedmachinedesigned specifically
for this purposeis unlikelyto generatesubstantialgroundborne vibration that might exceedstandard
vibration thresholdsit is possible this activityould cause nuisanceconditionfor nearby residences.

Groundborne vibration istypically measured by using LJSparticle velocity R S & O NA LJiGaIMds 6 LILID O
(2013)cites a study by the AmericanAssaciatiorof State Highwayand Transportation OfficiallAASHTO)

which identifies maximum vibrationlevels for preventing damageto structures from intermittent
constructionor maintenanceactivities. Themaximum vibration levelare 0.2-0.3 infsecppv for residential
buildingswith plasteredwalls,and 0.40.5 in/secppv for residentialbuildingsin goodrepair with gypsum

board wallsFurthermore, the construction process would be relatively stemtin compared to the lifetime

of the solarinstallation. Sources of vibration would not exist during project operations, and no impact is
expected.

At a distance of more than 650 feet, the closest residence will experieeglagible increase in noise levels
and because groundborneoise and vibration dissipate with distance, the residence is not expected to

1 The property owners have a residential property to sioeitheast of the project site which was not factored into the sensitive receptor evaluation.
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experience a perceptible increase in groundborne noise or exposure to groundborne vibBdged on
the above, the proposed project would not cause excessive groundhabnaiion or groundborne noise
levels, and the impact is expected to be ldsn significant.The proposed projeawill require consistency
with the Huboldt CountyGeneral PlarNoise Elementfor construction activitiesand wouldbe limited to

applicablepolicies and standardfer acceptable noisievels. Impacts would be less than significant.

Xill. (©) - Nolmpact Theprojectis not situatedwithin the jurisdictionof the HumboldtCountyAirportsLand
UseCompatibility PlatiHumboldt County1993).

MITIGATION MEASURER®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTEheProjectwould havea LessThanSignificantimpacton Noise

LessThan
Potentially | Significant | LessThan
XIV.  POPULATIONNDHOUSINGWNouldthe project: | Significant with Significant | No ¢
Impact Mitigation Impact mpac
Incorporated
a) Inducesubstantialpopulationgrowthin anarea,either
directly (e.g.,by proposingnewhomesand/or businesses)
orindirectly(e.g.,through extensionof roadsor other
infrastructure)? X
b) Displacesubstantianumbersof existingpeople or
housing, necessitatinghe constructionof X
replacementhousing elsewhere?

DISCUSSION
XIV.(a) through (c} NoImpact Theproposed projechasno association wittpopulationor housing.

MITIGATION MEASURE®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould haveNo Impacton Populationand Housing.

XV. PUBLIGERVICE®ouldthe projectresultin
substantiabdversephysicaimpactsassociatedvith the LessThan
provisionof newor physicallyalteredgovernmental Potentially | Significant | LessThan
facilities,needfor newor physicallyalteredgovernmental Significant with Significant No
facilities,the constructionof whichcouldcausesignificant Impact Mitigation Impact Impact
environmentalimpacts,in orderto maintainacceptable Incorporated
serviceratios,responsdimesor other performance
objectivesfor anyof the publicservices:
a) Fireprotection?
X
b) Policeprotection?
X
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¢) Schools?

X
d) Parks?

X
e) Otherpublicfacilities?

X
DISCUSSION

XV.(a) through (e)- NoImpact: Theproposed projectn andof itself would not impactpublicservices.

MITIGATION MEASURE®: mitigation required.

FINDINGSTEheProjectwould haveNo Impacton PublicServices.

LessThan
Potentially Significant | LessThan No
XM.  RECREATIONouldthe project: Significant with Significant | Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhoo
and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or X
be accelerated?
b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which migh
have an adverse physical effect on the environment? X
DISCUSSION
XVI (a) and (b) No Impact Theproposedprojecthasno associatiorwith recreationalfacilities.
MITIGATION MEASURE®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould haveNo Impacton Recreation.
LessThan
Potentially Significant LessThan No
XMI. TRANSPORTATIONRAFFIQvouldthe project: Significant with Significant | Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Conflict with aprogram planordinance or policy addressing
the circulation system, includingansit, roadway, bicycle and
pedestrianfacilities? X
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b) Would the project conflict or benconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines sectioh5064.3, subdivision (b) X

c) Substantially increase hazards due tgemmetric design
feature (e.g., sharp curves dangerous intersections) or
incompatibleuses(e.qg., farm equipment)?

d) Resultninadequateemergencyaccess?

DISCUSSION

XMI. (&) and (b} No Impact: Theprojectwill not permanentlyincreasevehicletrips. Therewill be a small
increasein vehicletrips generatedduring construction activities, ending oncenstruction is complete.
Periodic maintenance of the panels is expected to generate less trips per day than any typical land use
including singldamily residences and/or agriculture used.herefore,the proje¢ would not result in
impacts related tovehicle miles traveled (VM@nd would not conflict with CEQA Guidelines section
15064.3.No impacswould occur

XMLI. (c) - No Impact Emergency vehiclesill have alternative routes for reaching necessanyjocations.
Therewould be no impact to hazards due to a geometric design feature or inadequate emergency access,
or incompatible uses, and no mitigation is required

XVII.(d) - No Impact Theproposed projecdoesnot includeinfrastructurefor transportation and would
not conflictwith anapplicableplanfor emergency access

MITIGATION MEASURE®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTEheProjectwould havea LessThanSignificantimpactto Transportation/Traffic.

XVII. TRIBALCULTURARESOURCEould the project
causea substantialadverse changm the significanceof a LessThan
tribal cuItL_JraI resource, d_eflned in Public Resourceg Potentially | Significant | LessThan \o
Code section 21074 as either a_5|te, fe_aturg, place, Significant with Significant et
cultural I_andscapethat is geographicallydefinedin terms Impact Mitigation Impact p
of the sizeand scopeof the landscape sacredplace,or Incorporated
objectwith culturalvalueto a CaliforniaNative American
tribe, andthat is:
a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources,or in a local register of historical
resources as defined in Public ResourcesCode section X
5020.1(k)?
Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility

Decemberg 2020 Page48



b) A resourcedetermined by the lead agencyi,in its discretion
and supported by substantial evidence, to be significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resource€odeSection5024.1?

In applyingthe criteria set forth in subdivision(c) of Public
ResourcesCode Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significanceof the resourceto a Californial
NativeAmericartribe.

DISCUSSION

XVIIl.(a) and (b)¢ LessThan Significantimpact with Mitigation Incorporated GANDA corresponded
with the THPO of the Blue LakRancheriavho informed GANDA thahey work cooperativelywith the
Bear River and Wiyot THP@sANDAwas instructed tdest for buriedarchaeological deposits within the
top 3 feet (ft) of the groundThe results of the ground investigation didt riscover any previously
unknown resources andhere are nalocumentedor designated, tribal cultural, or unique archaeological
resources within the project area.

However,there is a small potential that the proposed project activities could inadvertently uncover
archaeological materials that would need to be evaluated further to determine their significance. A
mitigation measure NIM CULTL) is incorporated as a precautioyjameasure to ensure appropriate
response in the event of inadvertent discovery of cultural resouréasssuch the potential for project
activities toinadvertentlyuncover archaeological materialsléss than significantdowever, the tribes
requested theopportunity to observe groundlisturbing activities that will penetrate deeper than one foot
below ground surface. This request wasorporated intoMitigation Measure CULT.

MITIGATION MEASURE®MM CULTL would reduce potential impactdo Tribal Resoces during
Construction Activities

FINDINGSThe Projectwould havelLess Than Significaritmpact on Tribal Resourcewith Mitigation
Incorporated

LessThan
XIX. UTILITIESNDSERVICEY STEM®/ouldthe Potentially | Significant LessThan | No
. Significant | with Significant | Impact
project. Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new
expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm wat
drainage, electric power, natural gas,tetecommunications X
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cay
significant environmental effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the proj
and reasonably foreseeable future development duri
normal, dry and multiple dry years X

¢) Resultin a determination by the wastewater treatment X
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provider, which servesthe project that it has adequate
capacityto servethe LINR 2o éte@ddemandin addition
to the LIN2 @ Jexisniycbramitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of Statéocal standards, or
in excess of theapacity of local infrastructure, or otherwis
impair the attainment of solid wasteeduction goals? X

e) Comply with federal, state, and localanagement and
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? X

DISCUSSION

XIX.(aand b - No Impact Theproject will not resultin generationof wastewaterrequiringtreatment.

Given that no wastewater will be generated by th®posed passive solar project, the project would not
exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board and would not
result in a significant impact on the environment relative to wastewater discharge.

X1X.(c)- Nolmpact The passive nature of the solar field will result in no new or increasetie water
from the sitethat would be sent to any wastewater facilifyny storm watefacilitieswould beconstructed
onsite aspart of the LID design.

X1X.(d) - NoImpact Theprojectwill generateverylimited solidwaste,andonly during construction.

X1X.(e) - Nolmpact Theprojectwould notresultin a substantiaincreasen solid waste.

MITIGATION MEASURBR®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTheProjectwould haveNo Impacton Utilities and ServiceSystems.

LessThan
Potentiall Significant LessThan No
XX.  WILDFIREt located in or near state responsibility areas o Significagt with Significant | Impact
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the pr Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response

plan or emergency evacuation plan? X
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds and other factors,
exacerbatewildfire risks and thereby expose project occupants X
to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire?
C) Require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breakmergency water
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fir
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment? X
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d) Expose people or structures to significant risks,
including downslope odownstream flooding or landslides, as &
result of runoff, posffire slope instability, or drainage changes X

DISCUSSION

XX. (& d) - LessThan Significanimpact: Thesubject property is currentlyndevelopedas grazing lands.

It is also located in th€al Fire StatResponsibility Aree8RA) and the fire hazard severity zone is classified
asHigh Fire Severity hae are only two trees on the project site and the proposed project does not include
any residential structures grlaces where persons would work or residéthough the project is proposing

new overhead utility lines to connect the facility to the adjacent PG&E overheard power lines, all new
construction would be required to comply with current PG&E developmentdstais. As a resulthe
project would not increase exposure of people and/or structures to a significant loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires. The project has been reviewed byHbeboldt CountyPlanning and Building
Department for compliance ith road and access standards and there are no project features that would
impair an adopted emergency response plan or evacuation plan. The project would comply with current
California Department of Forestry and California Building Code requirementsef@afety. The project

site is currently served by overhead utilities for power but would not require significant infrastructure
installation or maintenance to existing infrastructure as a result of the proposed project. The proposed
Project includes n& on-site overhead delivery lines from the solar arrays to the main overhead distribution
lines atHatcheryRoad but would be subject tany Humboldt County Engineering anBlue LakeFire
Protection Districtequiredstandardgor new development, includipdistance and clearance from existing
vegetation. Therefore, impacts would be considered less than significant, and no mitigation is required.

MITIGATION MEASURE®: mitigation required.
FINDINGSTEheProjectwould haveaLess Thatsignificantimpacton Wildfire.

LessThan
Potentially Significant LessThan No

XA. MANDATORF¥INDING®FSIGNIFICANCE Significant with Significant | Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Doesthe projecthavethe potentialto degradethe quality of
the environment,substantiallyreducethe habitat of afish or
wildlife speciesgausea fish or wildlife populationto drop
belowselfsustainingevels threatento eliminatea plantor
animalcommunity reducethe numberor restrictthe range
of arare or endangeredlantor animal,or eliminate
important examplesf the majorperiodsof Californiahistory X
or prehistory?

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
Decemberg 2020 Pages1



b) Doesthe projecthaveimpactsthat areindividuallylimited,
but cumulativelyconsiderable?'Cumulatively
considerable’meansthat the incrementaleffectsof a
projectare considerablevhenviewedin connectionwith X
the effectsof pastprojects,the effectsof other current
projects,andthe effectsof probablefuture projects).

¢) Doesthe projecthaveenvironmentaleffects,whichwill
causesubstantialdverseeffectson humanbeings either X
directlyorindirectly?

DISCUSSION

XXI.(a) ¢ LessThan Sgnificant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated: The project will not degrade the
quality of the environmental, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below seBustaining levels, threaten to eliminatgkant or animal community,
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or anisttalbough no special status
species were observed on the project sitetgntial biological impacts related to special status bird species
would bereduced to less than significant levels through implementation of AMAs (by constructing the
project outside of applicable nesting seasons), or through implementatidvitifation Measures BIGL
through BIQ7 if construction occurs during identified neggirseason as stated fBection 1V: Biological
Resourcesabove. There is potential for historic or prehistoric resources to occur on site and Project
construction activities could disturb previously unknown resources as a result of the Project. As stated in
Section V: Cultural ResourgeSection VII: Geology and Soitnd Section XVIII: Tribal Cultural Resources
above, in the event archaeological artifacts are fouhtitigation Measures CUL-T and GE€l would
reduce potential impacts to less than significant levels which would be incorporated into the project.
Therefore, impacts would be considered less than significant with mitigatammporaed.

XXI.(b) - LessThanSignificantimpact The project does not have impacts that are individually limited but
cumulatively considerable. Potential air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, hydrology and traffic associated
impacts are discussed in their respective sections above. The analysisidetkthat all potential impacts

were less than significant and would not contribute significantly to cumulative impacts. The proposed
project is consistent with Use Permitpprovas from Humboldt County and does not propose new
development that would hava significant impact on the environment or substantially change the existing
conditions. With the imposition of standard and project specific conditions of approval, the project does
not have impacts that are individually limited, or cumulatively corsidle.

XXI.(c) - No impact: No evidencefor direct or indirect impactswith the potential to causesubstantial
adverseeffectson humanbeingswere identified.

FINDINGSThe Project would havea Lessthan Significantimpact with Mitigation Incorporation on
Mandatory Findingsf Significance.
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AppendixA

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Hatchery Road Solar Project

Environmental
Factor

Mitigation Measure

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring/
Reporting
Responsibility

Timing

Agriculture
and Forestry
Resources

MM AG-1: Agriculture Management Plarilo maintain consistency with General P
Policy A@6,to prevent a net reduction in land base and agricultural productiba
project sponsor shall maintain continual operation of agricultural uses on the prof
including but not limited to sheep grazing, the keeping of honey bees, or planting ¢
crops, on a rotational basis. Prior to issuance of a certificate ofpaccy for the
project, the applicant shall submit the Agricultural Management Plan to the Cour|
Humboldt Planning Director, summarizing the types and duration of agricultural us
well as operator information for the property. The Agriculture Managat Plan shal
be subject to review by the Planning Director to confirm the effectiveness of
agricultural operations.

Project
Sponsor/County
of Humboldt

Countyof
Humboldt

Priorto Final
Permit Approval

Biological
Resources

MM BIO1: Workers Environmental Awareness Training (WEAAN. workers will
receive a WEAT training by a qualified biologist. The WEAT will educate workers
all speciaktatus species and related habitats potentially present in the Project A
and the nature and purpose of protective measures, including BMPs and other reg
measures. Work areas, including staging areas, will be limited to those shown
final Project description and included in the WEAT training. All heavy equipt
vehiclesand construction activities will be confined to these designated areas. A
of all applicable AMMs will be kept on site at all times.

Project Sponsor

Countyof
Humboldt

Priorto
construction

Biological
Resources

MM BIO-2: Delineation of Work Area and Work PerioilVork areas, staging areas,
and access roads will be limited to those shown in the final project descripti
Exclusion bufferaround environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) such as wetland
active birdnests will be clearly flagged or fenced with temporary construction fencir
All heavy equipment, vehicles, and construction activities will be confined
designated work areas. Vehicle speeds on unpaved roads will not exceed 15 mile
hour. Because dik, nighttime, and dawn are often the times when NRLF is m
actively foragingand dispersing, all construction activitiesaliftease one half hour
before sunset and should not begin prior to one half hour before sunrise.

Project Sponsor

Countyof
Humboldt

Priorto
construction
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AppendixA
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Hatchery Road Solar Project

MM BIO-3: Site Maintenance. Trash dumping, firearms, open fires (such g
barbecues), hunting, and pets will be prohibited at the work site. All trash and wg
items generated byonstruction or crew activities will be properly contained in
covered trash receptacle and removed from the Project Area daily or secured in
a covered, locking container. This includes biodegradable items such as apple
and banana peels that atict predators such as raccoons and American crows th _
could prey upon sensitive wildlife species, which would be considered a potenti Project Sponsor Countyof Priorto
significant impact under CEQA. Humboldt construction

Biological
Resources

MM BIO4: Wildlife Entrapment.All Project personnel will visually check for anim
beneath vehicles and equipment immediately prior to operation to minimize
potential for speciabtatus species to be harmed leyushing or entrapment, whicl
would be considered a potentially significant impact under CEQA. Any pipes, cu
or other openended materials and equipment stored onsite for one or more overn
periods will be inspected for animals prior to movingrbng, or capping to ensure tha _
no animals are present within these materials and equipment. To prevent accid| Project Sponsor Countyof Priorto
entrapment of wildlife during construction, all excavated holes, ditches, or tren Humboldt construction
greater than six inches deep will be covered at thd ef each work day by plywood ¢
a similar material, or escape routes will be constructed with the materials that ¢
Biological trapped wildlife to escape without slipping or being injured. After opening and beg
Resources filling, any holes, ditches, or trenches wil thoroughly inspected for trapped anima
by the project biologist or construction crew.

If a speciabtatus species is discovered in the Project Area, the Project Manag
Project biologist will be contacted. The Project Manager or Project biologiseport
the sighting to the appropriate natural resource agency(ies) (e.g., CDFW, USFW
within 24 hours when required by the agency. The animal will be allowed to moy
site on its own. Speciatatus species will not be taken or harassed.tifeatened or
endangered species will be moved unless under the direction of the appropgatecy
and by a qualified and/or permitted biologist.

MM BIO5: Northern Redlegged FrogA preconstruction survey will be performed 1
more than 3 days prior to the onset of construction to determine if any suitable bur
occur for NRLF on the site. Anpal mammal burrows that will be impacted pyer

Biological
Resources
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