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SUBJECT: CEQA RESPONSE TO HUMBOLDT WIND ENERGY PROJECT
I am in favor of alternative energy projects, but this project is not beneficial. It will have
permanent harmful impacts across a large swath of Humboldt County.
Proponents of the wind project tout the reduction of carbon dioxide, diversification of the State's
"energy portfolio", and a decrease in the dependence on foreign energy supplies. A thorough
study of the project's DEIR exposes the falsehood of these marketing strategies of the wind
energy industry as related to this proposed project.
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This proposed mega-project, which includes wind turbines as tall as Seattle's Space Needle,
requires the clear-cutting of 895 acres of trees. A Google search tells me that 895 acres of trees
provide enough oxygen for approximately 9000 people to breathe annually. How can we reduce
the carbon footprint of mankind by clear-cutting 895 acres of trees? While we have long known
that forest ecosystems serve as important carbon sinks, a recent study by UC Davis found that
grasslands may be equally important carbon sinks for the 21st century.
Terra-Gen told the City of Rio Dell that only light trucks would use Monument Road.
Immediately thereafter, large trucks were seen going right up Monument Road! With this type
of a track record, I have no faith that they intend to keep their promises. Good neighbors don't
overload crumbling local roads.
Terra-Gen asks us to believe them, but why should we when they've already broken promises?
The negative impacts of this proposed project on people, plants, animals, trees, birds, and our
already damaged watersheds cannot be overstated. They fast tracked the DEIR studies, and don't
even offer valid mitigation for turbine related fatalities to birds and bats, which will be
significant due to the project's position along the Pacific flyway, and the high-quality habitat of
the site.
Of primary concern is potential future impacts to the California condor re-introduction by the
Yurok tribe (https://www.yuroktribe.org/departments/selfgovern/wildlife_program/condor/).
According to this website, https://oregonwild.org/wildlife/california-condor "California condors
can reach altitudes of 15,000 feet and fly up to 150 miles per day searching for food." The
general consensus is that Bear River Ridge and the Lost Coast will be critical habitat for these
giant birds that need steep drop-offs to create the thermals they require to stay aloft, along with
the abundant availability of marine-derived carrion found near Cape Mendocino. Mitigation
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measures, like transponders,.may save a few ·condors, but what about the chicks? They won't
have transponders, and will likely be killed by the fast-moving blades of the WTGs. This is not
addressed in the DEIR. California condors, along with the Bald eagle, Golden eagle, Whitetailed kite, Spotted owl, and Townsend's big-eared bats would suffer irreversible decline because
of these industrial wind turbines. Savvy birdwatchers know that it is unlawful pursuant to
California Endangered Species Act - code section 2081, to "take" state listed species without a
take permit. It is furthermore unlawful to "take" fully protected species pursuant to code section
3511, and no take permit for such species shall be issued by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Terra-Gen has admitted in their DEIR that their turbines will cause "unmitigatable impacts" on
these birds.
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Andonta Californiensis (California floater) is native to Jordan Creek and the Eel River, and is not
mentioned in the DEIR. This bivalve is fundamentally important to the ecosystem of Jordan
Creek and the Eel River, in that it cleanses 2.5 to 50 gallons of water per day per animal (see,
"Improvement of Urban Lake Water Quality by Removal of Escherichia Coli Through the
Action of the Bivalve Anodonta Californiensis", by Richard G. Luthy)(the article also appears in
Environmental Science and Technology). The California floater is in severe jeopardy at this
time, and measures need to be taken now to restore Jordan Creek and the Eel River back to good
health so that the populations of this bivalve can be restored to normal levels. Conversely, more
sedimentation in Jordan Creek and the Eel River caused by the proposed project will likely
accelerate the extinction of this animal. The DEIR doesn't mention this bivalve, nor does it
mention mitigation measures related to it or other mollusks native to the Eel River and Jordan
Creek.
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CEQA recognizes the town of Scotia as a historic district. CRHR and NRHP recognize the town
of Scotia as a potential historic district. The town of Scotia is a cultural and historic resource.
This historic community is held to strict guidelines for the repair or alteration of buildings in
order to maintain its historic integrity. In 2009, the County felt so strongly about the need to
maintain the historic and physical integrity of the Scotia Historic District that it adopted a special
historic resource zoning "D" Design designation and specific historic resource zoning
regulations applicable to Scotia only. (Humboldt County Zoning Code Sections 19.1.19 et seq.)
The feeling of pride is abundantly clear in the faces of the people who live and work in Scotia,
and the ugly and noisy WTGs will ruin this historic town. Tourism will suffer, property values
will drop, and immigration will slow if this project is approved. Some of the new residents of
Scotia have stated to me that they never would have bought there had they known the Humboldt
Wind Project was going to be built on the hill right above town.
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A stated project objective in the DEIR is, "Displace omissions of approximately 372,000 metric
tons per year of carbon dioxide (a GHG) that would otherwise be required to generate the same
amount of electricity as this 155 MW project." To begin with, the 155 MW figure is incorrect
due to the 20% power loss in the 25 mile Gen-tie to Bridgeville; the actual power delivered to
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Bridgeville would be 124 MW. The Humboldt Wind Energy project is not a green project, but is
a "dirty" project that will never even attain a neutral carbon footprint, much less its stated goals.
My conclusions are based on calculations found in the DEIR, as well as dead reckoning:
The DEIR states the amount of diesel fuel, propane, natural gas, etc. that will be used during the
entire construction process, and then extrapolates the CO2 emissions that are anticipated. The
DEIR does not list CO2 (or other GHG) emissions from the following activities:
1) the manufacturing of the carbon fiber ro'tor blades
2) the manufacturing of the steel towers that support the wind turbines
3) the fuel used transporting the component parts from the manufacturer to fields landing
4) the fuel used during the entire logging operation, including the 25 mile Gen-tie corridor
5) the fuel used to dig the above stumps out of the ground and backfill the holes
6) the fuel used to dispose of the above stumps
7) the fuel used in hauling the harvested trees to the lumber mills
8) the fuel used to mill the above trees
9) the fuel used in hauling the above milled lumber to the retail lumber yard
10) the manufacturing and transportation of the wire, transformers, insulators, and switchgear
11) the manufacturing and transportation of the PVC conduit used in the proposed project
12) the fuel used for airplane and helicopter surveys of the proposed site
13) the fuel used for ground surveys of the proposed site
14) the fuel used by Terra-Gen personnel promoting this proposed project
15) the fuel used by security personnel over the life of the proposed project
16) the fuel used by vendors in supplying food for workers at the proposed project
17) the fuel used during archaeological digs at cultural resource sites
18) the fuel used by Wiyot tribe supervising the above archaeological digs
19) the fuel used in dealing with cultural resources discovered at the above digs
20) the fuel used for trash collection and disposal over the life of the proposed project
21) the fuel used transporting specialized heavy equipment to the proposed project
22) the fuel used by hundreds of workers going to the proposed project and then home daily
23) the fuel used by outside contractors (flat tires, breakdowns, etc.) for proposed project
24) the fuel used by Humboldt County inspectors on the proposed project
25) the fuel used by sanitation companies in their supply and maintenance of outhouses
26) the fuel used by experts traveling to train workers on mitigation measures and protocols
27) the fuel used by medical personnel over the life of the proposed project
28) the fuel used in preparing and distributi~g the DEIR
29) the fuel used by the FAA related to this proposed project
30) the fuel used by the Department of Fish and Wildlife related to this proposed project
31) the fuel used by other government agencies related to this proposed project
32) the fuel used for all environmental surveys related to this proposed project
33) the fuel used for building heating related to this proposed project, over a 30 year period
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34) the fuel for logging and hauling the wooden poles for the transmission Gen-tie towers
35) the fuel used for Terra-Gen executives' transportation related to the proposed project
36) the fuel used by concerned citizens to and from public meetings/site surveys
37) the fuel used by Humboldt County planning department related to the proposed project
3 8) the fuel used by Humboldt County district supervisors related to the proposed project
39) the fuel used by Rio Dell Fire Department in site surveys related to the proposed project
40) the fuel used by RDFD fighting WTG fires, extrapolated over a 30 year period
41) the fuel used during decommissioning
42) the fuel used by oversight agencies for monitoring and compliance
Additionally, the DEIR makes no mention of the loss of CO2 sequestration by removing trees:
1) There are no calculations on the amount of CO2 removed from the atmosphere
(sequestered) by simply leaving the approximately 900 acres of trees and grasslands
untouched (Alternative 1: No Project). These calculations should be based an estimated
1000 years of CO2 sequestration.
2) Similarly, there are no calculations on the amount of CO2 sequestered by the thousands
of 50 foot tall trees (the DEIR calls them "poles") needed for the 25 mile Gen-tie
corridor, that are still alive and thrivi,ng ,in a forest somewhere, but will be cut for this
project. Assuming a no project option, these trees are alive today, and will remain so for
years to come. These calculations should be based on an estimated 1000 years of CO2
sequestration.
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I summarize this section by concluding that this proposed project will never achieve the DEIR's
above-stated goal. This proposed project is not green at all. The proposed project will probably
never be approved anyway, and Alternative 5 with 37 windmills would only deliver 74.4 MW to
the Bridgeville substation, thereby creating an even greater carbon deficit. The answer to
achieving the objectives stated in the DEIR-to "Displace omissions of approximately 372,000
metric tons per year (for 30 years) of carbon dioxide" - lies in maintaining our forestland due to
its ability to reduce GHG's. Don't forget that the proposed project has an expected 30 year
lifespan, where the forests will continue acting as a carbon sink for thousands of years.
Alternative 1: No Project will improve our carbon footprint far more than the proposed project.
'

'

The California Timberland Productivity Act of 1982 does not allow for clear-cutting forests in a
TPZ zone, and the applicant has not demonstrated in the DEIR that this proposed project will be
in compliance to California code section 51100 - 51104.
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The DEIR states that Terra-Gen plans to take 62 acre/feet of water from Scotia Community
Services District's Scotia log pond. This attempted theft is illegal. The town of Scotia's National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit does not allow export of treated effluent (from
their pond) off-site. The pond is also used for emergency fire suppression (in 1992, a fire
destroyed much of the Scotia business complex, but the historic Winema Theater was saved
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through the use of the pond water). Additionally, the required 15,000 gallons of water per day
needed for the project exceeds the pond's capacity. The DEIR falsely asserts that the water will
be taken from the Town of SCSD's pond, worse yet, the applicant has never contacted SCSD
about this. Additionally, the DEIR does not stipulate a secondary water source, nor is one
available, since the Eel River, the only other water source nearby, is only ankle deep in the fall of
the year. The DEIR's water supply analysis is simply incorrect.
The areas around fields landing are within the purview of the California Coastal Commission,
and I see no permits in place. Having dealt with the coastal commission myself, I'm sure that the
application process will take several months~ artd could result in denial. Additionally, the DEIR
provides no discussion of the Highway 101 on-ramp construction effects, and transport effects,
as related to residents of fields landing.
This proposed project violates the requirements ofHRC's Habitat Conservation Plan because of
planned construction operations in wet weather, and the applicant has not demonstrated in the
DEIR that this proposed project will be in compliance with the above-mentioned HCP.
The FAA required lighting on the WTG's will be an eyesore, not only in the historic Town of
Scotia, but across many locations in the county. The proposed project will have spinning lights
day and night, and will be visible from key observation points (KOP's), such as the Peavine
Multi use Trail, the Peavine Ridge Spur at Prairie Road, parts of the Grasshopper Trail and
Grasshopper Peak, the Humboldt Redwoods State Park, and the Thornton Multi-use Trail; all
park areas. The proposed project is inconsistent with Humboldt County's general plan, and must
be rejected in its entirety.
Ethiopia will plant 4 billion trees to fight climate change. The Philippines plans to plant 525
billion trees in one generation. New Zealand plans to plant 10 billion trees by 2028. Pakistan
plans to plant 1 billion trees in five years. The UK plans to plant 130,000 trees this year. Costa
Rica has already reforested thousands of acres of former cattle land. All this, and we are
considering removing 900 acres of forest for an unsightly industrial project that will produce
only .005% of California's renewable power generation?
It is for the above reasons that I respectfully submit to you that the only logical decision in this
case is Alternative 1: No Project, since No Project is the environmentally superior alternative.
Yours sincerely,
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