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While the Humboldt Wind Energy Project DEIR states that several mitigation efforts will be implemented
in order to lessen the impact to several avian species, the DEIR does not appear to consider just how
important the greater Humboldt area is for avian species. Several avian species utilize Humboldt Bay as a
stop-over or wintering ground (Chen, 2017; USFWS, 2013). Similarly, with Humboldt Bay serving as the
second largest estuary in the state of California (Colwell & Feucht, 2018), several shorebirds fly into the
area and feed. On a final related note, the Black Brant goose, a previously endangered species, (Black et
al., 2013) has been recorded to stop-over in Humboldt Bay and may face harm that could potentially place
their population at risk if proper measures are not taken to ensure their safety. Placing any level of risk to
these avian species not only directly impacts them, but also changes the landscape in an ecological sense
and diminishes the aesthetic value of Humboldt Bay and the surrounding area. Unless every danger to
avian species can be guaranteed to be mitigated or minimized to Less than Significant, the project should
not move forward anytime soon.

Respectfully,

André Sanchez
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