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Fair Political Practices Commission
(FPPC)
In 1974, in the wake of the Watergate scandal,
California voters passed Proposition 9, known today as
the Political Reform Act, which regulates conflicts of
interest, campaign finance, and lobbying activity.
The FPPC was created to implement and enforce
the Act, and to inform and assist candidates and public
officials in complying with these laws.
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What We’ll Cover Today
• What is the Form 700?

• Filing Officers

• What you need

• Cover page and schedules

• Narrowing your disclosures • Amendments
• Conflict of interest codes
and the Form 700

• Things to Keep in Mind

• Who files the Form 700?

• Resources

• Deadlines and exceptions

• Review questions
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What is the
Form 700?
• Completed by officials
who make or participate
in making governmental
decisions
• Discloses financial
interests of elected
officials and public
employees
• Public document that
shows where conflicts of
interest might occur
• Reminds officials of
possible conflicts in daily
work
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Possible Disclosures
• Investments
• Business Ownership
• Real property
• Sources of income
• Business positions
• Loans
• Gifts
• Travel Payments
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What You Need
• Form 700

• Your Agency’s Conflict of Interest Code
• Other Helpful Resources
o

o
o
o
o

Gift and Travel Fact Sheet
Form 700 FAQs
Reference Pamphlet
Gift Tracking App
FPPC Advice (phone and e-mail)
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www.fppc.ca.gov
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To Narrow Your Disclosure…
• Jurisdiction
• Conflict of Interest Code
• Types of Assets
• Thresholds

8

Jurisdiction
• Disclosure is limited to reportable interests in your
jurisdiction and the surrounding 2 miles.
• Your jurisdiction is ___________________.
NOTE: Gifts have no jurisdictional boundaries.
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Conflict of Interest Codes
and the Form 700
• State and local government agencies must adopt
a conflict of interest code.
• The code designates positions within the agency
that make or participate in making governmental
decisions.
• Individuals in these positions file Form 700.
• Disclosure responsibilities are assigned to each
position based on the decision-making authority
of that position.
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Example of Designated Positions and
Disclosure Categories

11

Who Files the Form 700?
• Designated Employees (or Code Filers)
• 87200 Filers
• Board Members, Alternates, Designees, and
Ex-Officio Members
• Filers in some newly created positions
• Consultants
• Candidates
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Types of Non-Reportable Assets
Some assets are NOT reportable. This includes, but is not limited to:
• Bank accounts and savings accounts
• Mutual funds
• Your personal residence

• Loans from a commercial lending institution
• Payments from a government defined benefit pension plan
• Government income
• Stock dividends
• Gifts from certain family members
• An inheritance
• Campaign contributions
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Reporting Thresholds*
• Investments: $2,000
• Business Positions: $0
Even if you received no income
• Real Property: $2,000
• Income: $500
Includes loans, travel payments, and one half of what your
spouse or registered domestic partner earns
• Gifts: $50 or more from a single source
* for the reporting period
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Deadlines for Annual Statements
• Designated Filers:

April 1, 2020

• Most 87200 Filers:

April 2, 2020

• Elected state officers, judges, and court
commissioners:
March 2, 2020
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Deadlines for Other Statements
• Assuming Office Statements:
Due within 30 days of starting your new job
• Leaving Office Statements:
Due within 30 of leaving your job

• Candidate Statements:
Due no later than the final filing deadline for the
declaration of candidacy
• Amendments:
Due as soon as possible after you notice the error or
omission
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Exceptions to Deadlines
• If the due date falls on a weekend or holiday, the
statement is due on the following business day.
• If you started your job October 1st – December 31st,
and filed an assuming office statement within 30 days
of your start date, you are not required to complete an
annual statement this year.
• If you are leaving your job before the April deadline,
you may file a combined annual and leaving office
statement. You must file by the April deadline or within
30 days of leaving office, whichever is earlier.
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Filing Officers
Filing officers CAN:
•
•
•
•
•

supply you with the Form 700
notify you of due dates
accept and review completed statements
notify you of errors and request amendments
provide contact information for technical help for e-filing
systems

Filing officers CANNOT:
• provide detailed information on how to complete the form
• provide answers to gift and travel payment questions
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Time to Review
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

When is the Form 700 due this year?
How long is the grace period for turning it in late?
What are the 4 ways to narrow your disclosures?
Besides the Form 700, what document do you need to
complete your statement?
Name a non-reportable type of asset.
Who do you contact if you can’t log into your e-filing system?
Who do you contact if you need help completing your form?
What is your jurisdiction?
What is the threshold for income reporting?
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Cover Page
Overview
• Complete the
Cover Page last
because you must
indicate how many
total pages your
statement will be.
• Remember to sign
the statement.
• Business address
and work e-mail
are recommended
for the verification
section.
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Use
Schedule A-1…
• if the investment is
reportable per your
agency’s conflict of
interest code, and

• if you, your spouse, or
dependent children are
invested in a stock,
business partnership, or
trust and the ownership
interest is less than
10% of the entity, and
• if your investment
reached a value of
$2,000 or more during
the reporting period.
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Schedule A-1
Reportable Investments
• Stocks
• Non-governmental bonds
• Trusts
• Business/Partnerships
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Schedule A-1
Non-Reportable Investments
• Diversified mutual funds

• Insurance policies and
annuities
• Shares in a credit union

• Money in a checking or
savings account
• Government bonds

• CalPERS/CalSTRS
accounts
• Retirement accounts
invested in non-reportable
interests
• Stock dividends and
income from the sale of
stock (unless the source
can be identified)
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Use
Schedule A-2…
• if the business or the
assets in the trust are
reportable per your
agency’s conflict of
interest code, and
• if you or your spouse
own(s) 10% or more of
the business or trust,
together or separately,
and
• if the trust holds real
estate or investments
worth $2,000 or more.
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Schedule A-2
Reportable Investments
• Stocks

• Non-governmental bonds
• Trusts
• Business/Partnerships
• Rental property(s) held by business or trust
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Schedule A-2
Non-Reportable Interests
• Insurance policies and annuities

• Government bonds
• CalPERS/CalSTRS accounts
• Your personal residence
• Vacation properties used for leisure rather than income

26

Use
Schedule B…
• if real property
disclosure is required
for your position in your
agency’s conflict of
interest code, and
• if the property is in your
jurisdiction, and
• if the property has a fair
market value of $2000
or more, and
• if you have $500 or
more in loans from a
private lender, and they
are secured by real
property.
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Schedule B
Reportable Interests
• Apartments

• Commercial real estate
• Vacation rentals
• Personal or vacation residence used for work or rental
• Property held in a retirement account
• Deed of trust, easement, or option to acquire property

• Leasehold interest
• Vacant land
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Schedule B
Non-Reportable Interests
• Your personal residence

• Property owned by you and used by a family member
• Vacation homes that are not rented
• Real property held in a blind trust
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Use
Schedule C…
• if you or your spouse
receive income of at
least $500…
• from an entity that is
reportable per your
agency’s conflict of
interest code, or
• if you have $500 or
more in loans from a
private lender, or
• if you have an unpaid
position in a reportable
business entity.
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Schedule C
Reportable Interests
• Gross salary/wages

• 50% of your spouse’s income/wages
• Gross income from the sale of a house, car, etc.
• Rental income not reported on Schedule B
• Re-payment of loans made to others
• Honoraria received before becoming a public official
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Schedule C
Non-Reportable Interests
• Governmental income (state, federal, local)
• Stock dividends and the sale of stock

• Income from PERS retirement account
• Cash bequest or inheritance
• Payments from an insurance policy, including an annuity
• Income earned by dependent children

• Alimony or child support payments
• Trade-in allowances from car dealers
• Loan repayments from certain family members
• Loans from commercial lending institutions
• Loans made to others
• Campaign contributions
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Schedule D
Gift Overview
• A gift is something
whose value is greater
than the consideration
provided by the official.
• The threshold for gift
reporting is $50.
• The gift limit for 2018
was $470; $500 in
2019
• Gifts from lobbyists
or lobbying firms are
limited to $10/month!
• Send your gift
questions to:
advice@fppc.ca.gov.
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Use
Schedule D…
• if you received a gift or
gifts from a reportable
source per your
conflict of interest
code, and
• if the fair market value
of the gift or gifts was
$50 or more.
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Schedule D
Reportable Interests
• Tickets and passes

• Rebates and discounts
• Food and beverages
• Travel (transportation, lodging, etc.)
• Honoraria received before you took office
• Forgiveness of a loan

• Wedding gifts (not subject to limit; filer reports half of
value for each reportable gift)
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Schedule D
Non-Reportable Interests
Some payments may meet the definition of a gift, but are probably NOT reportable. Note that the exceptions noted below do NOT
apply to gifts from lobbyists.

• gifts of similar value exchanged on holidays, birthdays, etc.
• acts of neighborliness or human compassion
• informational material to help the filer in his/her job

• plaques or trophies valued at $250 or less
• nominal items given to all attendees where the filer gives a speech
• passes or tickets not used, and not given to someone else
• home hospitality for an official in an individual’s home when the individual is present
• payments made by an individual due to an existing personal or business relationship
unrelated to the filer’s position and there is no evidence whatsoever to suggest the
donor is trying to influence the filer, including those exchanged between people on a
date or in a bona fide dating relationship
For more information, see Code §82028 and Regulations 18941, 18942, 18944, and 18946.
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Schedule D
Other Exceptions
Some gifts are reportable, but NOT subject to limits.
This includes:
• wedding gifts
• prizes or awards received in a bona fide competition
not related to the filer’s status as a public official
(Report on Schedule C as income if the value of the
prize or award is $500 or more.)
For more information, see Code §82028(b) and Regulations 18942 – 18946.4.
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Schedule E
Overview…
• Travel payments
include payments for
transportation,
lodging, meals, and
other travel related
expenses
• Travel payments may
be gifts or income.
• Some travel payments
are not subject to the
annual gift limit.
• Send travel questions
to
advice@fppc.ca.gov
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Use
Schedule E…
• if the travel payment
was a reportable gift
whose fair market
value is $50 or more,
or
• if the travel payment
was reportable income
of $500 or more, and
• if the travel payment
was from a reportable
source per your
conflict of interest
code.
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Schedule E
Reportable Interests
Travel payments as well as advances and reimbursements
to pay for…
• Transportation
• Lodging

• Meals
• Parking
• Other expenses related to travel
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Schedule E
Non-Reportable Interests
Some travel payments are not a gift or income, and are thus NOT
reportable, NOT potentially disqualifying, and NOT subject to any of
the Act’s gift limits. These include:
• payments from sources that are NOT reportable per the filer’s
conflict of interest code
• payments from government agencies if you provided services of
equal or greater value than the payment
• payments from 501(c)(3) organizations if the filer provides equal
or greater consideration than the value of the payment
• payments for travel assigned to the filer by a supervisor, for
official agency business, when the agency reports the payment
on Form 801
For more information, see Code §82030 and Regulations 18950 and 18951.
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Schedule E
Travel Payment Exceptions for
Speeches
Travel payments for making a speech are REPORTABLE, and
may subject the filer to possible conflicts of interest, but are NOT
SUBJECT TO LIMITS if all of the following criteria are met:

• travel is within the United States
• travel is reasonably related to a legislative or governmental
purpose, or to a state, national, or international public policy
• payment is limited to actual travel, lodging and subsistence
for the day before, day of, and day after a speech
For more information, see Code §89506.
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Schedule E
Travel Payment Exceptions from
Certain Entities
A travel payment may be REPORTABLE, and may subject
the filer to possible conflicts of interest, but is NOT
SUBJECT TO LIMITS if it is:
• reasonably related to a legislative or governmental
purpose, or to a state, national, or international policy,
and

• provided by a government agency, an educational
institution, a 501(c)(3) organization, or a foreign
organization that meets the criteria of being a 501(c)(3)
For more information see Code §89506.
43

Schedule E
A Speech for a 501(c)(3)
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Schedule E
Comparing
A Conference and A Speech

*

* See Government Code Section 89506 for more information.
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Schedule E
Travel to a Board Meeting
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Schedule E
Payment from a Foreign Government
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What if…
I accept a gift when I shouldn’t have?
You may:
• return the gift to the giver within 30 days.
• pay the giver the fair market value of the gift within 30
days.

• pay the giver the excess amount over the gift limit
within 30 days.
• donate the (unused) gift to charity within 30 days.
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Amendments
• Complete only the

•

•

Amendment schedule
where you found the
error or omission
Amendments are
attached to and retained
with the original
statement. The original
statement is not
destroyed.
File as soon as possible
after you find the error or
omission

49

Things to Keep in Mind
• If you are in doubt about whether to disclose something, the conservative
answer is to disclose it.
• You only need to report as much as your disclosure category(ies) in your
conflict of interest code requires.
• Filers get fined if they don’t disclose something. They generally do not
get fined if they disclose something on the wrong schedule.
• Generally, you disclose a financial interest only once on the Form 700.
You should not double report it.
• Amendments are attached to and retained with the original statement.
The original statement is not destroyed.
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Apply What You’ve Learned!
Lily is a water district board member. Arvind is a Manager in the Benefits and Services
Branch. Camila is a System Software Specialist in Technology Services. Which of
these people have to disclose the following interests?
1.
Spouse’s salary as a public school teacher
2.
Pension income from UPS
3.
Personal residence
4.
The name of the person who purchased the employee’s home
5.
$10,000 in stock in Coca-Cola
6.
A birthday lunch bought by a co-worker
7.
A $35 birthday lunch bought by an investment manager from JP Morgan
8.
Mutual funds in his/her retirement account
9.
Plane tickets to New York from a college roommate for a personal visit
10.
Dividends from Apple
11.
Two Kings tickets from Metier Management Consulting and Training
12.
Lake Tahoe ski lodge, rented to various families throughout the year
13.
Four movie passes from Technology Drivers that the employee gave to a friend
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Resources
• Form 700 page: http://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html
• Advice e-mail: advice@fppc.ca.gov
• Telephone Advice: (866) 275-3772

M - Th, 9-11:30 a.m.
• Technical Support: _________________________
• Technical Support (87200 filers): form700@fppc.ca.gov
• Filing Officer: ________________________________
• Sonia Rangel srangel@fppc.ca.gov 916-323-6229 (cities)
• SaVannah Black sblack@fppc.ca.gov 916-324-3722 (counties)
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Thank You for Attending!
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