APPENDIX A
Notice of Preparation and Scoping Report

Notice of Preparation

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
PLANNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT

3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
Phone: (707) 445‐7541
Fax: (707) 268‐3792
http://www.co.humboldt.ca.us/planning/

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Date:

July 31, 2018

To:

Interested Parties
All Recipients on the Distribution List

Lead Agency:

County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department

Contact:

Cliff Johnson, Senior Planner
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Project Title:

Humboldt Wind Energy Project

BACKGROUND
The County of Humboldt (County) Planning & Building Department has received an application from
Humboldt Wind, LLC (Applicant) for a conditional use permit (CUP) to construct and operate the
Humboldt Wind Energy Project (Project), a wind energy generation facility in Humboldt County,
California. The issuance of the CUP is a “project” as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and subject to environmental review. After examining the application, the County determined
that an environmental impact report (EIR) is required and released this notice of preparation (NOP)
consistent with the requirements outlined in Section 15063(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines.
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
Once the decision to prepare an EIR is made, the lead agency must distribute an NOP for a 30-day
comment period to inform all responsible and trustee agencies and interested persons that an EIR will
be prepared (State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15082). The intent of an NOP is to provide stakeholders
with sufficient information describing a proposed project and its potential environmental effects to
enable responsible and trustee agencies and the public to make a meaningful response related to the
scope and content of information to be included in the EIR.
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The purpose of this notice is twofold:
(1) to solicit input, by August 30, 2018, from interested individuals, groups, and responsible
and trustee agencies about the desired content and scope of the draft EIR to be prepared
by the County of Humboldt for the proposed Project (see attachments); and
(2) to announce public scoping meetings for the proposed Project, to be held at the following
times and locations:
a. August 14, 2018: 2–4 p.m. Regulatory agency only consultation at Sequoia
Conference Center, 901 Myrtle Avenue, Eureka
b. August 14, 2018: 6–8 p.m. Public meeting at Sequoia Conference Center, 901
Myrtle Avenue, Eureka
c.

August 15, 2018: 6–8 p.m. Public meeting at Winema Theater, 125 Main Street,
Scotia

DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
The NOP and related Project documents are available for public review at the following location:
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
The documents are also available for public review online at: https://humboldtgov.org/2408/HumboldtWind-Energy-Project.
The County Planning & Building Department welcomes input from responsible and trustee agencies
during this review. Written comments should be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. August 30, 2018.
Please indicate a contact person in your response and send your comments to:
Cliff Johnson, Senior Planner
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us

Prepared for: Humboldt County
Notice of Preparation of EIR for Humboldt Wind Energy

AECOM
2

PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING
The Project traverses land bisected by U.S. Highway 101 (U.S. 101), roughly 12 miles southeast of the
city of Fortuna and 20 miles north of the community of Garberville (Figure 1). The community of Scotia
is located adjacent to the northern edge of the Project alignment.
Vegetation along the alignment is primarily evergreen woodlands and the topography is steep, with
elevations ranging from nearly sea level to almost 3,100 feet above sea level. A portion of the area’s
woodland acreage is under timber production or subject to Williamson Act contracts. The alignment for
the proposed general transmission line (Gen-Tie) for the Project would require crossing the Eel River
(Figure 2a). Boring under the river is planned for this segment to reduce visibility and minimize potential
impacts to marbled murrelet. The point of interconnection with Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s
(PG&E’s) transmission grid would be the Bridgeville Substation (Figure 2b) through one of three
optional routes under consideration.
Table 1 lists the assessor’s parcel numbers for lands along the Project alignment.
Table 1 Project Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
10213204, 10301204, 10619110, 10619111, 10619112, 20502105, 20502106, 20502114,
20502115, 20502117, 20502119, 20502121, 20502122, 20502123, 20502124, 20505101,
20505108, 20505109, 20505110, 20505111, 20505122, 20506102, 20506107, 20506111,
20522101, 20531102, 20531104, 20532132, 20532133, 20532134, 20533103, 20533106,
20533107, 20534106, 20534108, 20534111, 20534113, 20534118, 20534119, 20535112,
20535126, 20535130, 20626207, 20707427, 20712405, 20712604, 20718105, 20718116,
20718119, 20718209, 20718211, 20718303, 20718304, 20718404, 20718406, 20718502,
20718503, 20718605, 20718607, 20718609, 20718613, 20721101, 20721102, 20721202,
20721301, 20721302, 20721303, 20722101, 20722103, 20722601, 20723103, 20723107,
20723201, 20723202, 20731102, 20734101, 20811109, 20811114, 20811402, 20812101,
20812107, 20812110, 20813106, 20813501, 20813503, 20813504, 20813505, 20814101,
20814111, 20908122, 20919101, 20919102, 20919103, 20919112, 20919113, 20920102,
20920103, 20920107, 20920108, 20920110, 20921108, 20921109, 20921110, 20921111,
20925102, 20926102, 20926103, 20928104, 20940101, 20940102, 20940110, 20940115,
20940116, 20940123, 21101104, 21101202, 21101301, 21102302, 21145302, 21145303,
21146101, 21146204, 21147101, 21147201

LAND USE PLANS
The Humboldt County General Plan land use designations along the Project alignment consist primarily
of Timberland, with Industrial, Agricultural Grazing, and Urban Development Area overlay where the
Gen-Tie crosses U.S. 101.
Lands crossed by the Project are primarily zoned Agriculture Exclusive (AE) and Timber Production
Zone (TPZ), except for limited intermittent segments of the Gen-Tie. The land is currently in timber
production. Under the AE and TPZ designations, wind energy facilities require a CUP from the County.
Constructing and operating electrical distribution and transmission lines are permitted uses in the TPZ;
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however, a CUP is required in the AE zone. Accordingly, the applicant is submitting a CUP application
pursuant to County Code Section 3.1.2, which, if approved, would cover all Project related activities.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Project would construct and operate 60 wind turbine generators (WTGs) and associated
infrastructure with a nameplate generating capacity (i.e., theoretical maximum energy generation) of up
to 155 megawatts (MW). In addition to the wind turbines and transformers, the Project would include
ancillary facilities such as temporary staging areas, access roads, 34.5-kilovolt (kV) collection lines
(collection system), an operations and maintenance (O&M) building, a substation with energy storage
infrastructure, utility switchyard modification, and a 115-kV Gen-Tie.
Figure 2a and 2b shows the representative locations of Project infrastructure based on the information
available at the time this NOP was released. The Applicant is conducting studies along the planned
alignment to collect information regarding the resources present. Data gained from these studies will be
used to inform the Project’s design, with the intent of avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts.
Therefore, the Project layout depicted in Figure 2a and 2b illustrates a development corridor within
which Project infrastructure would be sited, and is subject to refinement.
The Project would include the following elements:


up to 60 WTGs depicted in Figure 2a and 2b, ranging between 2.2 and 4.5 MW, erected on tubular
steel towers set on concrete foundations, and associated turbine pads, temporary staging areas,
and transformers;



new roads, including temporary access roads required for construction and permanent service
roads for O&M, and improvements to existing public roads to facilitate turbine delivery;



a 115-kV Gen-Tie connecting the Project with the existing PG&E transmission system, with a
below-surface crossing of the Eel River (Figure 2a);



a substation to connect to the Gen-Tie;



a collection system linking WTGs to each other and to the substation;



a communication system (fiber optic cable) adjacent to the collection system;



an O&M facility, including an operations building and an outdoor storage area;



permanent meteorological towers;



a 10-acre temporary staging area and a construction trailer and parking area located within the
O&M facility; and



three, 5-acre temporary staging areas distributed throughout the Project site, including as many as
two, temporary cement batch plants operating at two of the three staging areas.

Prepared for: Humboldt County
Notice of Preparation of EIR for Humboldt Wind Energy

AECOM
4

Figure 1. Project Vicinity
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Figure 2a. Project Area and Plan (Sheet 1 of 2)
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Figure 2b. Project Area and Plan (Sheet 2 of 2)
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Table 2 identifies the typical dimensions and disturbance areas for each Project component.

Table 2: Project Components and Associated Disturbance Areas
Typical Disturbance Area
Component

Quantity

Turbines and pads

a

During Construction

Permanent

Maximum of 60

Approximately 4 acres per
turbine

0.3 acre per turbine

Maximum length
of 19 miles

30-foot width

12- to-24-inch-wide trench
(filled)

Substation

1

5 acres

5 acres

Modified utility
switchyard

1

3 acres

3 acres

Access roads

Up to 17 miles of
new roads

Turbine string roads: 24-foot
gravel surface with 50-foot
width for crane access and
200-foot width for grading and
matching slopes

Turbine string roads: 24-footwide gravel surface with a 1foot shoulder on both sides;
nominally up to an additional
12 feet on either side, where
required for stormwater
management control

Collection system

b

Project access roads: 24-footwide gravel surface; 200-foot
width for grading and matching
slopes
O&M facility

1

Within temporary construction 3–5 acres total, including a
area; no additional disturbance 5,000- to 6,000-square-foot
building

Temporary
construction areas
(trailer and parking)

1

10 acres

NA

Temporary staging
areas

2

5 acres per staging area

NA

Temporary cement
batch plant

Up to 2

Within temporary construction NA
area; no additional disturbance

Meteorological
towers

4 (2 would be
permanent)

1.5 acres per tower

900 square feet

NA = not applicable; O&M = operations and maintenance
a
Includes temporary staging areas
b
Portions of the collection system would be constructed within access roads; no additional permanent
impacts would occur in these areas. Note that acreage includes collocated underground fiber-optic
communications cable.
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Construction Activity and Schedule
Construction would last between 16 and 18 months. The sequence of construction activities would
generally be as follows: site preparation/grading, tree clearing, access road construction, turbine
foundation construction, collection system installation, substation construction, Gen-Tie installation,
switchyard installation, turbine installation, final testing and turbine commissioning, O&M facilities
installation, and cleanup and restoration.
The project requires creation of a temporary staging area, construction trailer area, and associated
parking area on an approximately 10-acre compacted gravel pad. During construction, the staging area
would be used to store large equipment and materials, to refuel equipment, and to collect and
temporarily store construction waste. It also would serve as a place to park vehicles, set a temporary
mobile for use as construction office space, and temporary (portable) sanitary facilities. A vendorsupplied fuel truck that would make daily or weekly deliveries to fill approved storage tanks that would
be used to refuel construction vehicles. Following construction, this area would become part of the
Project’s O&M facility (Figure 2a).
Three smaller staging areas would also be needed along the alignment. Each would consist of five
acres that would be used to stage construction equipment, materials and contractor trailers (Figures 2a
and 2b). The temporary staging areas would be cleared of vegetation, compacted to support
construction equipment, and may be graveled depending on soil conditions.
The applicant is in the process of determining the point of delivery for the Project’s wind turbines and
related equipment. It is anticipated that equipment would be shipped to Field’s Landing in Humboldt
Bay, and would be delivered by truck via U.S. 101 to the temporary staging area(s) located near the
Jordan Creek off-ramp (Figure 1). Upon arrival at the temporary staging area(s), the equipment either
would be offloaded or stored, or would be hauled directly to the worksite and installed. Access roads
would be used to transport equipment from the temporary staging area to the worksite.
To facilitate the delivery of Project components along the U.S. 101 corridor, modifications to existing
roads may be required. Such modifications could include but would not be limited to creating temporary
off-ramps to bypass portions of U.S. 101; temporarily relocating obstacles such as fences and street
signs; temporarily relocating or extending overhead utility poles; and removing or pruning vegetation
within existing road rights-of-way. If needed, Project-specific traffic controls would allow for equipment
delivery while maintaining ingress and egress for emergency service providers. The Applicant is
determining the scope of the temporary modifications and traffic controls and will submit a
transportation plan to the County and the California Department of Transportation.
SUMMARY OF KEY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE EIR
Pursuant to Section 15064 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the discussion of potential Project effects on
the environment in the EIR will concentrate on those impacts that the County has determined may be
potentially significant. The detailed analysis will evaluate the Project; however, the EIR will also
describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed Project that are capable of meeting most of
the Project’s objectives, and that would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the
Project, consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6. The EIR will also evaluate the
cumulative impacts of the Project when considered in conjunction with other related past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future projects.
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The following topics will be evaluated in the EIR:


Aesthetics—The EIR will characterize the visual setting through use of photographs and computer
modeling. Through use of photo-realistic visual simulations, impacts of Project construction and
operation on scenic resources and vistas will be described. Avoidance and mitigation measures
would be imposed where significant impacts are identified.



Agriculture and Forestry Resources—The EIR will evaluate the potential direct and indirect
impacts to timberlands and land designated Agricultural Preserves that are subject to Williamson Act
contracts.



Air Quality—The Draft EIR will consider direct and indirect impacts to regional and local air quality
because of project construction and operation. Emissions of criteria air pollutants will be estimated
using computer models and methodology approved by the North Coast Unified Air Pollution Control
District (NCUAPCD). Project consistency with adopted plans or policies intended to address air
quality will be evaluated and avoidance measures identified.



Biological Resources—The Project area is covered in managed forestlands, mixed with evergreen
and deciduous forest types. Shrub/scrublands, annual grasslands, and developed roads make up the
remaining land cover in the Project area. The EIR will characterize the existing resources found along
the project alignment and analyze impacts of the proposed Project on these biological resources. No
avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included
in the Project EIR.



Cultural Resources—The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the proposed Project on cultural
and tribal cultural resources based on the findings of a Phase 1 cultural resources survey. In addition,
consultation with representatives of the Yurok and Wiyot, Karok, Hoopa, Chilula, and Whilkut tribes,
and other Native American tribe interests, may need to be conducted in compliance with Assembly
Bill (AB) 52, which requires such consultation as part of a project’s CEQA review.



Geology and Soils—In general, the Project area is susceptible to ground shaking. Slope stability in
the Project area ranges from moderate to highly unstable. The EIR will programmatically evaluate
impacts from landsliding and unstable soils that could result from grading, roads, and new
development. It is anticipated that site-specific geotechnical investigations would be conducted before
construction.



Greenhouse Gas Emissions—In the North Bay Air Basin, North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District (NCUAQMD) regulates greenhouse gas emissions through its Rule 111
(Federal Permitting Requirements for Sources of Greenhouse Gases). The EIR will evaluate the
Project in terms of its consistency with Rule 111, California’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction
goals, recommendations contained in the AB 32 Scoping Plan, and other recent guidance documents
regarding Project-generated GHG emissions. Avoidance measures or permits may be identified in the
Project EIR.



Hazardous and Hazardous Materials—The EIR will assess hazards and hazardous materials
impacts from wind energy sites by considering storage, handling, and application practices of
hazardous materials, and will review the hazards of permitting new and wind energy activities in
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areas of wildland fire risk. The EIR will also analyze specific requirements for the Project based on
the turbine heights. Site-specific aviation conditions will be developed in conjunction with the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), and turbine lighting would be consistent with all FAA requirements.


Hydrology and Water Quality—Rivers, creeks, and drainages within the Project boundaries could
be subject to disturbance during construction. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project
on hydrology and water quality in the area. Avoidance measures to minimize impacts on water
quality, including boring under the Eel River, have been identified and are included in the Project
design. To support the EIR, a delineation of wetlands and waters will be conducted to determine
jurisdictional water features on the Project site.



Land Use and Planning—The Project site is located within lands designated for agricultural and
timber production by Humboldt County. The EIR will evaluate the proposed Project for consistency
with existing local land use policies and regulations, including applicable habitat conservation plans,
local coastal plans, and airport land use plans. No avoidance measures or permits have been
identified at this time, but such measures may be included in the Project EIR.



Mineral Resources—Humboldt County is one of 16 counties within California where the State
Geologist has not classified the land based on the known or inferred mineral resource potential of that
land, pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) classifications. The location of
some of the proposed wind turbines and the Gen-Tie would overlap some of the SMARA parcels. The
EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project on mineral resources in Humboldt County. No
avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included
in the Project EIR.



Noise—The Project site lies in undeveloped area of the county where noise levels are very low,
limited to noise from cattle grazing and occasional vehicles. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts
of the Project on ambient noise levels, with emphasis on changes experienced by noise-sensitive
receptors. No avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures
may be included in the Project EIR.



Population and Housing—The Project site lies in an unincorporated and largely undeveloped area
of the county, and there is no housing on the Project site or in the immediate vicinity. The EIR will
identify and analyze impacts of the Project on population and housing.



Public Services—The Project site travels across land containing a High or Very High Fire hazard
designation. The EIR will examine the potential for construction and operation to increase demands
on local firefighters. The California Highway Patrol is responsible for enforcing traffic laws on
roadways in unincorporated areas and on state highways throughout the county. The sheriff’s office
has mutual aid agreements with cities and the California Highway Patrol. The EIR will examine the
potential for construction and operation to increase demands on law enforcement.



Recreation—Humboldt Redwoods State Park, Grizzly Creek State Park, and Van Duzen County
Park lie within 5 miles of the Project site. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project on
recreational resources.
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Transportation and Traffic—The roadway network in the unincorporated parts of the county is
primarily rural in character, serving small communities through a system of federal and state freeways
and highways, county roads (including arterials, collectors, and local streets), and private roads. The
EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project on the circulation system. No avoidance measures
or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included in the Project EIR.



Utilities and Service Systems—The Project alignment is located on rural hillsides in an area that is
not provided with municipal services such as potable-water delivery or wastewater systems. The EIR
will identify and analyze impacts of the proposed Project on existing utility systems and services. No
avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included
in the Project EIR.
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Humboldt Wind Energy Project
Humboldt County

INTRODUCTION
Humboldt County (County) is the lead agency for the Humboldt Wind Energy Project (proposed project), and will
prepare a draft environmental impact report (EIR) for the proposed project to satisfy the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.). The County is
preparing a draft EIR because the County Planning & Building Department has received an application from
Humboldt Wind, LLC, for a conditional use permit to construct the proposed project, a wind energy generation
facility.
The County issued a notice of preparation (NOP) of a draft EIR for the proposed project on July 31, 2018
(Appendix A), and held public scoping meetings in Eureka on August 14, 2018, and Scotia on August 15, 2018.
The NOP was distributed using the County’s mailing lists and was noticed in The Times-Standard. The State
CEQA Guidelines provide a 30-day period for responsible and trustee agencies to respond to an NOP and provide
specific detail about the scope and content of the environmental information that must be included in the EIR
(Section 15082[b]). CEQA also requires lead agencies to hold at least one scoping meeting if a project is of
statewide, regional, or areawide significance (Section 21083.9[a][2]).
The purpose of this report is to document the draft EIR scoping process that was conducted by Humboldt County
and to identify the comments received during the 30-day public scoping period (July 31–August 30, 2018). The
County will consider all comments received during the public scoping period. This report documents the scoping
process that occurred and identifies the comments received, topics of concern, and issues that will be addressed in
the draft EIR.

SCOPING MEETINGS
Humboldt County held two public scoping meetings to inform interested parties about the proposed project, and
to provide agencies and the public with an opportunity to provide comments on the scope and content of the draft
EIR. These meetings were held 6–8 p.m. Tuesday, August 14, 2018, at the Sequoia Conference Center,
901 Myrtle Avenue in Eureka, and 6–8 p.m. Wednesday, August 15, 2018, at the Winema Theater, 125 Main
Street in Scotia. Approximately 60 interested individuals attended the meetings. Attendees were asked to sign in
(see sign-in sheets in Appendix B) and provide contact information if they wished to receive future updates on the
project.
Cliff Johnson, senior planner for the Humboldt County Planning and Community Development Department,
welcomed attendees and discussed the meeting format. Mr. Johnson discussed the location and provided an
overview of the project components. AECOM personnel explained the CEQA process and encouraged public
input through the use of comment cards and speaker cards. The presentation covered the next steps in the CEQA
process (draft EIR, public review for 45 days including a public hearing, final EIR, Planning Commission and
Board of Supervisors hearings) and upcoming opportunities for public comment. Appendix C presents the scoping
meeting presentation.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
The presentation was followed by public comments. Meeting attendees who wished to speak were asked to sign in
and to state their name before giving their statements. A total of six speakers gave public statements at the public
meetings (see speaker cards in Appendix D).
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COUNTY WRAP-UP
Mr. Johnson thanked all for attending and being respectful. He invited attendees to introduce themselves and meet
with County personnel in smaller groups, and to view the presentation boards that depict various aspects of the
project and setting.

WRITTEN COMMENTS
The NOP requested that written comments be submitted at the earliest possible date, but not later than 5:00 p.m.
on August 30, 2018, to Cliff Johnson, Senior Planner, County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department,
3015 H Street, Eureka, CA 95501. This section provides a synopsis of the written comments received during the
30-day NOP public comment period. Several comment letters were received from responsible and trustee
agencies as defined in Section 21069 and 21070 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and several letters were received
from nongovernmental organizations and citizens.
Table 1 provides a list of persons who submitted comments on the NOP.
Table 1. List of Written Comments
Commenter

Address and/or Affiliation

Date(s)

STATE AND LOCAL AGENCY COMMENTS
Melissa B. Kraemer

California Coastal Commission

August 2, 2018

Neil Manji

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

August 30, 2018

Jesse Robertson

California Department of Transportation, District 1

August 31, 2018

Jake Shannon

North Coast Regional Water Board

August 13, 2018

Gayle Totton

Native American Heritage Commission

August 3, 2018

Richard Engel

Redwood Coast Energy Authority

August 13, 2018

Sue Strahan

Rio Dell City Council

August 15, 2018

Nick Angeloff

Rio Dell/Scotia Chamber of Commerce

August 15, 2018

Paul Newmaker

Scotia Community Services District Board Member August 15, 2018

Frank Shaw Bacik

Town of Scotia Company, LLC

August 9, 2018

Frank Shaw Bacik and Leslie Marshall

Town of Scotia Company, LLC, and Scotia
Community Services District

August 1, 2018

Mary Sanger

350 Humboldt (affiliate of 350.org)

August 15, 2018

Holly Goyert and Hannah Nevins

American Bird Conservancy

August 30, 2018

Shaye Wolf and Lisa T. Belenky

Center for Biological Diversity

August 30, 2018

Thomas Wheeler

Environmental Protection Information Center

August 29, 2018

Stephanie Tidwell

Friends of the Eel River

August 29, 2018

ORGANIZATION COMMENTS
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Commenter

Address and/or Affiliation

Date(s)

ORGANIZATION COMMENTS (cont’d)
Lauren McClure and signatories Trinity Smith, North Coast Bat Working Group
Sky Salganek, Amon Armstrong, Joseph M.
Szewczak, Gretchen O’Brien, Genevieve
Rozhon, Ken Mierzwa, Scott Osborn, Krista Orr,
and James McIntosh

August 30, 2018

Larry Glass

Northcoast Environmental Center

August 29, 2018

Mark Rauzon

Pacific Seabird Group

August 20, 2018

Chet Ogan

Redwood Region Audubon Society

August 26, 2018

Daniel C. Barton

The Wildlife Society, California North Coast
Chapter

August 30, 2018

Bear River Band of Rhonerville Rancheria Tribe

August 21, 2018

Grace Archer

P.O. Box 553, 612 1st Street, Scotia

August 15, 2018

Beverly Chang

2501 Monument Road, Rio Dell

August 28, 2018

Deidre Guy

5 Redwood Avenue, Rio Dell

August 15, 2018

Jane Hartford

220 Mill Lane, Scotia

August 18, 2018

Jane Hartford

P.O. Box 143, Scotia

August 19, 2018

David Hayes

1934 Madrone Avenue, Eureka

August 15, 2018

Carol Fritz Hoopes

Monument Mountain Vineyards, LLC,
2330 Monument Road, Rio Dell

August 28, 2018

Holly Kreb

31117 State Highway 254, Scotia

August 15, 2018

Melvin Kreb

31117 State Highway 254, Scotia

August 15, 2018

Ranada Laughlin

570 Gunnerson Lane, Rio Dell

August 15, 2018

Jennifer Mackey

1961 Monument Road, Rio Dell/P.O. Box 469,
Scotia

August 15, 2018

Orenda Maitri

No address provided

August 2, 2018

marbledmurreletfriends@
gmail.com

marbledmurreletfriends@gmail.com

August 29, 2018

Tom Moore

P.O. Box 274, Fortuna

August 15, 2018

Margie Plant

30716 State Highway 254, Scotia

August 15, 2018

David Smith

424 Church Street, Scotia

August 15, 2018

Tim Stack

1209 Eeloa Avenue, Rio Dell

August 19, 2018

Stephen Underwood

P.O. Box 823, Hydesville

August 28, 2018

Adrianne Wohlferl

424 Church Street, Scotia

August 15, 2018

TRIBE COMMENTS
Brenda Bowie
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS
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Table 2 provides a synopsis of the written comments and the section(s) of the draft EIR in which the County will
include relevant information. The comments have been paraphrased for brevity. Some comments provided
information that is not directly related to CEQA and the scope of the draft EIR. This information was not included
in the synopsis. Furthermore, the comments included in the synopsis may not be directly addressed in the draft
EIR. For example, a few comments provided project suggestions that may not be addressed until project design.
Appendix E presents copies of the comment letters and comment cards received.
Table 2. Synopsis of Written Comments
EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
AGENCY COMMENTS
Melissa B. Kraemer, California Coastal Commission
The commenter requests that the analysis provide details on project-associated development
in the coastal zone and potential effects on coastal resources, including public access and
recreation, marine resources, biological resources and sensitive habitats, water quality,
coastal waters and wetlands, coastal erosion, and other hazards. The commenter notes that
the project may require a coastal development permit from the California Coastal
Commission and/or the County.

Introduction, Project
Description, Biological
Resources, Hydrology and
Water Quality

Neil Manji, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
The commenter states that the analysis should consider the “no project” alternative if further Project Description, Biological
studies indicate that the project site has an unacceptably high risk of bird and bat fatalities
Resources, Alternatives,
throughout the project area. He also states that the project should propose alternative
Cumulative Impacts
locations for turbines sited within the Cape Mendocino Grasslands Important Bird Area;
should incorporate at least 2 years’ worth of data in determinations about significant
impacts, particularly for take estimates for birds and bats; and must analyze impacts on
special-status species, wetlands, and sensitive natural communities. The commenter states
that the analysis should analyze impacts of decommissioning and site remediation and
describe how funding for site remediation at the end of the project term will be assured. The
commenter also calls for measures to minimize impacts on bat species from colliding with
wind turbines; avoidance of flight paths for the marbled murrelet during final siting
decisions; measures to avoid take of raptors and fully protected species; and analysis of
cumulative impacts over the life of the project. In addition, he states that data collected for
the project must be reported to the California Natural Diversity Database.
Jesse Robertson, California Department of Transportation, District 1
A route review was conducted for the shipment of oversized materials to be used for the
Introduction, Proposed Project,
wind turbines. The commenter states that the project applicant will need to obtain a
Transportation and Traffic
transportation permit from Caltrans as a condition of project approval, and a variance permit
will be required for some oversize loads. An encroachment permit application must be
submitted for Caltrans review for construction work or traffic control in the state right-ofway, and the scope of the work proposed would require processing as a Caltrans “oversight”
project. Construction and traffic plans for work within the state right-of-way must be signed
by a licensed engineer.
Jake Shannon, North Coast Regional Water Board
The commenter identifies himself as the point of contact for 401 water quality for Humboldt Project Description, Hydrology
County.
and Water Quality

AECOM
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
AGENCY COMMENTS (cont’d)
Gayle Totton, Native American Heritage Commission
The commenter explains the recently established CEQA category of “tribal cultural
resources” and related tribal consultation and environmental analysis requirements. The
commenter also describes the Native American Heritage Commission’s recommendations
for cultural resources assessments.

Introduction, Cultural
Resources/Tribal Cultural
Resources

Richard Engel, Redwood Coast Energy Authority
The commenter asks why the 32-mile gen-tie described on the County’s web page for the
project is not included as a project component in Table 2 of the NOP. The commenter spoke
with Terra-Gen staff about the gen-tie and he believes this is a major project component
with significant associated disturbed area, with much of the acreage in forested areas. The
commenter believes the gen-tie is likely to create more alteration of existing vegetation than
the turbines themselves, which it appears would be installed mainly on land that is already
open grassland.

Project Description,
Agriculture and Forestry
Resources, Biological
Resources

Sue Strahan, Rio Dell City Council
The commenter asks why the County has not considered other ridges and states that people
do not want to see ugly windmills from U.S. Highway 101 and cities. The commenter asks
about the ridges nearer to Bridgeville, and the Fort Seward area. She also asks about effects
on airplanes flying to the Rohnerville Airport.

Project Description, Aesthetics,
Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Transportation and
Traffic, Alternatives

Nick Angeloff, Rio Dell/Scotia Chamber of Commerce
The commenter states that visual impacts would be only on Rio Dell and Scotia. He states
Project Description, Aesthetics,
that although there would be some positive impacts on businesses, there is growing concern Alternatives
that there would not be a direct financial benefit to the impacted communities in the form of
direct revenue to the city/community services district and/or reduced end user electrical
costs resulting in a direct mitigation of visual impacts. The Rio Dell/Scotia Chamber of
Commerce supports the project.
Paul Newmaker, Scotia Community Services District Board Member
The commenter expresses concern about the visual impact of the project on homeowners in
Scotia. His home is directly across from the Monument Ridge and he does not want to look
at the huge wind turbines. The commenter also states that the project will drop his property
value.

Aesthetics, Alternatives

Frank Shaw Bacik, Town of Scotia Company, LLC
The commenter states that the environmental review consultants for the current project may
need to access the records and analyses from prior, relevant Scotia EIRs, including the
Headwaters litigation-settlement project EIR, especially for the biological and physical tech
analyses, but also for permitting and watershed analysis; the Scotia subdivision project EIR,
especially regarding Scotia traffic congestion and road construction, historical resource
planning and protection, and the new zoning regulations; and the Scotia Sawmill
Demolition Project, which further demonstrates the application of the special Scotia Historic
Resource Protection zoning provisions. The commenter also states that the initial project use
permit application and current supplement lack information regarding tree harvest,
silvicultural method, volume, location, etc., and project visualizations/simulations as seen
from Scotia, the closest community affected.

Humboldt Wind Energy Project
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
AGENCY COMMENTS (cont’d)

Frank Shaw Bacik, Town of Scotia Company, LLC, and Leslie Marshall, Scotia Community Services District
The commenters explain the history of Scotia and the town’s recent and current subdivision
and home sales efforts. They cite the potential for visual impacts on the Monument Ridge
“skyline” and the adjacent town of Scotia, and request visual simulations with viewpoints
from central Scotia, Main Street, residential and commercial centers, and the U.S. Highway
101 corridor. The comment letter identifies several specific sensitive community receptor
sites. The commenters state that the project’s existing visualizations show views from 6
miles or farther away, in contrast with Scotia, which is a mile or so from the nearest planned
turbines, and ask that the visualizations show whether the project will be lighted at night.
The commenters request that the analysis examine the Headwaters HCP and CEQA and
NEPA documentation, and identify how project construction compares to the HCP limits
and standards. They state that project disturbance within Eel River tributary watersheds
could cause a significant impact on Scotia’s municipal water intake. They also request
analysis regarding impacts and mitigation for directional drilling or boring underground
gen-tie and communications lines across the river upstream of the intake, and evaluation of
possible mass wasting and other soil-disturbing activities during and after construction. The
commenters also request an analysis of tree removal in terms of habitat, volume of
merchantable timber, effects on the area’s geology, and changes in land use away from
timber production that also require permits and other reviews. They further call for a
transportation plan to be presented to the Town of Scotia, Scotia Community Services
District, and other stakeholders, and cite concerns about increased traffic in Scotia, where
traffic levels have already been affected by previously approved projects. They cite the
potential for significant cumulative impacts related to concerns such as construction traffic,
noise, and dust.

Introduction, Project
Description, Aesthetics,
Agriculture and Forestry
Resources, Biological
Resources, Geology and Soils,
Hydrology and Water Quality,
Land Use and Planning,
Transportation and Traffic,
Utilities and Service Systems,
Cumulative Impacts

ORGANIZATION COMMENTS
Mary Sanger, 350 Humboldt (affiliate of 350.org)
The commenter asks whether any of the energy generated by the project would be sold
outside Humboldt County and why the electricity would be transmitted to the Bridgeville
substation versus the existing power plant.

Project Description

Holly Goyert and Hannah Nevins, American Bird Conservancy
The commenters recommend that the project employ the principles of the American Bird
Project Description, Biological
Conservancy’s “Bird-Smart” wind energy policy. The commenters recommend studying the Resources, Utilities and
site’s risk to birds for multiple years and locating wind infrastructure away from known
Service Systems, Alternatives
flyways. They state that the EIR should identify where and when the project will impinge on
marbled murrelet critical habitat; implement best technology and management practices;
identify high-risk areas requiring burial of transmission lines; follow Avian Power Line
Interaction Committee standards for aboveground lines; use lighting that minimizes
nighttime mortality of migratory birds; use un-guyed meteorological towers; restore habitat
disturbed by construction; and avoid disturbance of nesting habitat during construction and
tree clearing. They call for quantifying the magnitude of potential bird take, monitoring
impacts, conducting at least 2 years of Postconstruction study, and compensating for
impacts on murrelets, such as by acquiring and protecting additional habitat off-site.
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
ORGANIZATION COMMENTS (cont’d)
Shaye Wolf and Lisa T. Belenky, Center for Biological Diversity
The commenters call out the requirements that the EIR analyze a range of feasible
alternatives to the project, and that minimization and mitigation measures be adopted for
truly unavoidable impacts; they explain the related legal requirements under CEQA and the
federal and California Endangered Species Acts. They state that the analysis of biological
resources must also address lands adjacent to and surrounding the project site, and that more
consistent data are needed to avoid underestimating impacts. The commenters identify the
marbled murrelet as being susceptible to collisions with turbines and displacement from
nesting habitat by the proposed project, and state that the EIR should analyze impacts on
this species as well as the golden eagle, little willow flycatcher, and bat species. The
commenters further state that the EIR should analyze the project’s impacts on aquatic and
terrestrial species, soils, and water quality, as well as impacts on nearby conservation lands
including Humboldt Redwoods State Park. They state that the project may increase fire risk
from additional electric transmission lines and substations, and from wind turbines that
could catch on fire.

Introduction, Project
Description, Biological
Resources, Geology and Soils,
Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and
Water Quality, Alternatives

Thomas Wheeler, Environmental Protection Information Center
The commenter requests that the County examine two additional alternatives: The “NoTake” Alternative, which would not result in the taking of marbled murrelets; and the Large
Turbine Alternative, which would minimize the total number of turbines while still
achieving the project’s energy goals by using the largest feasible turbines at the site. The
commenter also requests that the EIR evaluate the permanent meteorological towers,
operations and management facilities, communication systems, new roads, new electrical
and substation connections, and staging areas. He calls for examination of their effects on
at-risk species (marbled murrelet, bald eagle, golden eagle), other avian species including
bats, rare plant species, tribal cultural resources, aquatic species and resources, grid
capacity, and viewsheds (particularly from wilderness areas and parks), and impacts of
shipment and delivery of project materials. The commenter requests that all survey data and
all plans and reports be made available online and that the County consult with the Wiyot
Tribe.

Aesthetics, Biological
Resources, Cultural
Resources/Tribal Cultural
Resources, Utilities and
Service Systems, Alternatives

Stephanie Tidwell, Friends of the Eel River
The commenter states that because industrial wind turbines have been found to kill birds,
the project should not be approved until all biological studies are complete. She notes that,
for example, a 2-year study for marbled murrelets will not be complete until at least fall
2019. The commenter also requests an evaluation of limiting nighttime turbine speeds to
less than 5 meters per second to mitigate impacts on bats. In addition, she requests that the
analysis disclose potential impacts of drilling under the Eel River for the transmission line
near Scotia, evaluate alternatives, and ensure that best management practices are required
for reducing erosion and sedimentation. The EIR should minimize soil disturbance caused
by the potential for chemicals and erosion. The commenter requests that the project design a
transmission corridor that minimizes habitat fragmentation from logging, water and wildlife
pollution from herbicides, and erosion from maintenance, and that the analysis evaluate an
alternative placing the transmission line underground along existing roadways. Above
ground, poles should be as far from streams as possible. The commenter asks how the
proposed transmission line would differ from those that cause fires, as in Sonoma and
Mendocino Counties. She also requests that the EIR evaluate potential sediment impacts
downstream on salmonid, amphibian, and aquatic habitats, as well as viewshed impacts on
state and county parks and other recreation areas near the project site.
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
ORGANIZATION COMMENTS (cont’d)

Lauren McClure and signatories Trinity Smith, Sky Salganek, Amon Armstrong, Joseph M. Szewczak, Gretchen
O’Brien, Genevieve Rozhon, Ken Mierzwa, Scott Osborn, Krista Orr, and James McIntosh, North Coast Bat
Working Group
The commenters recommend preproject comprehensive bat surveys, such as long-term
Project Description, Biological
(multiyear, multiple-season) acoustic surveys in locations throughout the area where
Resources
turbines would be located to establish a baseline of use and migratory patterns. Based on the
results, the County should require the project applicant to curtail energy production during
high-risk periods as operational mitigation of effects on bats.
Larry Glass, Northcoast Environmental Center
The commenter states that the draft EIR should be released and decisions made about the
Biological Resources,
project only after all biological and other environmental impact studies are complete, and he Aesthetics, Hydrology and
requests immediate release to the public of the biological resources work plan prepared for Water Quality
the project. He notes that, for example, 2 years of radar-based marbled murrelet studies are
planned and will not be complete until at least the end of 2019. The commenter also calls
for evaluation of impacts on marbled murrelets, raptors, and migratory birds and bats, using
project site–specific data gathered when species are present. He also calls for discussion of
impacts of road construction, improvements and operation, and transmission line
construction and operation on native plant communities, aquatic resources (including
sediment impacts downstream), and transmission line collision impacts on marbled
murrelets. The commenter also requests analyses of the environmental impacts of upgrades
to local infrastructure required for construction and transport of project materials, as well as
viewshed effects for recreational users of parks and other public lands.
Mark Rauzon, Pacific Seabird Group
The commenter expresses concern that the project could result in a significant impact on the Project Description, Biological
marbled murrelet, which is listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act
Resources, Alternatives
and as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act: Birds could collide with
the project’s wind energy turbines, resulting in direct mortality. The commenter
recommends situating turbines at least 1 mile away from occupied murrelet sites; curtailing
turbine operation during the breeding season (April–September); creating robust mitigation
plans; changing the turbine design to nonlethal structures; and following the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s best practices for wind energy.
Chet Ogan, Redwood Region Audubon Society
The commenter states that impacts on federally listed species including marbled murrelet
and northern spotted owl should be a major focus of the environmental document. He also
identifies diurnal and migratory raptors such as turkey vultures, red-tailed hawk, osprey,
ferruginous hawk, and rough-legged hawk, as well as Vaux’s swift, burrowing owl, and
California condor as species about which the Redwood Audubon Society is concerned
relative to the project. The commenter encourages the project to employ local wildlife
biologists to help with preproject surveys and postproject monitoring.

Project Description, Biological
Resources

Daniel C. Barton, The Wildlife Society, California North Coast Chapter
The commenter expresses concern about impacts of the project on all wildlife, especially
Project Description, Biological
bird and bat species. He states that impacts on federally listed species including marbled
Resources
murrelet should be a major focus of the analysis, and also expresses concern about
downstream impacts on aquatic wildlife and fisheries resources via sedimentation, including
listed anadromous fishes and foothill yellow-legged frog. The commenter also suggests that
any additional monitoring conducted be offered to qualified local biologists as a means of
supporting the local economy.
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
TRIBE COMMENTS
Brenda Bowie, Bear River Band of Rhonerville Rancheria Tribe

The commenter, a Chilula Indian and part owner of trust property in Redwood Creek as well Cultural Resources/Tribal
as a Wiyot Indian and Tribal Member of the recognized Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Cultural Resources
Rancheria Tribe, would like to be informed of the findings of the Phase 1 cultural resources
survey for the project and consulted as a member of her Native American Tribes. She asks
that the project not disturb the land if any artifacts are found, and states that she opposes the
project and approval of a conditional use permit.
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS
Grace Archer
The commenter questions how Humboldt County will benefit from the project, and asks
whether there is a real need for it and where the water will come from for the project. The
commenter states that she is worried about the aesthetics of the “monstrous” turbines. She
asks that the analysis study effects on the birds, light pollution, noise pollution, and wildlife.

Project Description, Aesthetics,
Biological Resources,
Hydrology and Water Quality,
Noise, Utilities and Service
Systems

Beverly Chang
The commenter expresses concern about the potential for defunct wind turbines littering the Project Description, Land Use
skyline. She requests that the County ensure that a bond is in place to cover a span of 35 or and Planning
more years, in the amount necessary to cover the future costs of removing 60 wind turbines
and related infrastructure after malfunctioning, nonoperation, or the end of the turbines’ life
expectancy. The commenter also requests that the zoning in the general plan not be changed
and that no conditional use permit be issued.
Deidre Guy
The commenter asks whether the landowners will receive compensation for the use of their
land for the project, whether such compensation will be a flat fee or annual payment, and
whether the compensation will come from County tax revenues. The commenter also asks
what the project will cost for Humboldt County residents.

Introduction, Project
Description

Jane Hartford (August 18, 2018)
The commenter attaches the Town of Scotia and Scotia Community Service District’s
Aesthetics, Biological
comments on the project and states that she opposes the project for the same reasons they
Resources, Alternatives
cited, and because her reasons for buying a home in Scotia, related to the area’s redwood
forests and natural beauty, would be destroyed if the project were to proceed. She alleges
that the project proponent intentionally picked two of the poorest towns in Humboldt
County as the project location because poverty is not conducive to active citizenship. She
states that with the ongoing negative publicity about heroin addiction in the county, County
officials may not want to be associated with the project in its current location because is
bound to attract negative publicity from journalists. The commenter states that plenty of
other mountain ridges could support the project; she suggests relocating the project closer to
Bridgeville above Highway 36, or between Blue Lake and Willow Creek above State Route
299. She states that the project would hinder home sales by the Town of Scotia LLC.
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS (cont’d)
Jane Hartford (August 19, 2018)

The commenter asks whether the reduction of carbon dioxide by the proposed project over Air Quality, Biological
30 years would be greater than that of the number of trees that would be killed to make way Resources,
for the project, and wants to know how much carbon dioxide would be released into the
environment when the trees are killed. The commenter asks how much greater a reduction
of carbon dioxide in the air would occur with the project’s wind energy than would have
been provided in the lifetime of the trees killed by the project (if the reduction would be
greater with the project). The commenter also asks about the potential long-term cost to the
environment in 30 years when the project would have to be deconstructed and hauled away.
She asks whether the project proponent has considered implementing the project off the
coast of the less populated area of the county near Petrolia. She states that fast-tracking the
project would benefit no one and that a more methodical approach is appropriate.
David Hayes
The commenter’s property is between the Van Duzen River and Highway 36 near Mile Post Project Description
22. The commenter asks whether he is correct in understanding that the proposed location
for the Gen-Tie line near his property is entirely south of the river, and requests clarification
of the relationship between the proposed new Gen-Tie location and the location of the
existing PG&E transmission line right-of-way.
Carol Fritz Hoopes (Monument Mountain Vineyards)
The commenter, who lives within 2 miles of the proposed project, expresses her opposition
to the project. She expresses concern about noise from turbine operation; shadow impacts
from the size of the proposed wind turbines; effects of the blades on television and cell
phone reception and emergency response; “flicker” or strobe light reflection from rotation
of the blades; traffic impacts, especially on Monument Road, which would not be upgraded
but needs an upgrade; and impacts on scenic views caused by deviation from the Humboldt
County General Plan in regard to agricultural and forestry resources. The commenter also
opposes the project proponent’s use of federal and state tax credits available until 2020 to
build the project, expressing concern that the 60 turbines will be simply left in place with
the proponent walking away after the 10-year bond is depleted. She states that her property
value and that of residents in Rio Dell and Scotia will be adversely affected, and that the
area’s landscape will be forever adversely changed. The commenter states that the project
will adversely affect ridgetop bird migration, migration during cloudy and foggy days,
raptor inhabitation, and activities by mammals, and calls for a project review under NEPA
and consultation under the Endangered Species Act. She cites the potential for erosion in
remote ridgetop areas from construction work and truck traffic and parking. The commenter
also questions the benefit of placing 25- to 54-story towers (wind turbines) on a visible
prairie land ridge, and on typically forested mountain tops. Finally, she questions whether
the power grid in Bridgeville will be able to transfer the energy generated, and provides a
conceptual rendering depicting what she believes will be the view of the proposed wind
turbines from her front yard.

Introduction, Proposed Project,
Aesthetics, Biological
Resources, Utilities and
Service Systems, Hydrology
and Water Quality,
Alternatives

Holly Kreb
The commenter asks who is being financially compensated for the project, how much, and
for how long.

Introduction, Project
Description

Melvin Kreb
The commenter asks about the level of carbon dioxide that will not be generated by the
project, stating that the answer would help environmentalists accept the project.
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS (cont’d)
Ranada Laughlin

The commenter states that the project would pose a threat to protected species: marbled
Biological Resources,
murrelets, spotted owls, golden eagles, bald eagles, kestrels and other birds of prey, as well Hydrology and Water Quality,
as songbirds, migratory geese, and bats. The commenter also expresses concern that
Utilities and Service Systems
sedimentation from proposed undergrounding of utilities and road construction to project
sites could affect water quality for the Town of Scotia and City of Rio Dell and harm fish.
The commenter further states that overhead power lines pose additional threats to birds and
bats and require a corridor that must be maintained regularly, causing further habitat
disruption. She calls for more public hearings and transparency and a project Web site with
frequently asked questions. If the project moves forward to development, the project should
develop a habitat protection plan, including a fatality monitoring program over the life of
the project, and provide a publicly accessible database on bird/bat fatalities. The commenter
also suggests a decommissioning plan with guidelines detailing who will be responsible for
removal at the end of project life, as well as a bond and clarification of who is liable. In
addition, the commenter requests an estimate of the number of birds expected to be killed
annually based on data from other project locations.
Jennifer Mackey
The commenter expresses concern about closure of the Bear River Ridge and about PG&E Project Description, Aesthetics,
access lines used/easement for overland. She also asks about the final view of fencing
Utilities and Service Systems,
around the project and 250-foot-wide swatch, and asks whether the turbines can be dropped Alternatives
behind the ridge to maintain the pristine view.
Orenda Maitri
The commenter encourages the use of tethered, airborne wind energy, stating that it is
Project Description,
movable and the lines can be adjusted to wind flow. The commenter states that the negative Alternatives
impact on wildlife, including ocean mammals, would also be reduced if used near the coast.
marbledmurreletfriends@gmail.com
The commenter states that marbled murrelets make thousands of flights over the project
area annually during breeding season and a high likelihood of direct mortality exists as a
result of the proposed wind turbines. The project’s environmental review documents must
analyze the requirement to reinitiate consultation under the federal Endangered Species Act
for listed species, including the marbled murrelet.

Introduction, Project
Description, Biological
Resources

Tom Moore
The commenter asks whether Monument Road and Bear River Ridge Road will be
Project Description, Utilities
improved and maintained over the life span of the turbines, and how often the roadways will and Service Systems
be worked on. He also asks whether new power lines will be installed and maintained along
Monument Road.
Margie Plant
The commenter states that she supports the idea of alternative energy for the area, and asks Introduction, Project
whether the project could reduce local rates and if so, by how much. She also asks whether Description, Transportation and
road construction to support transport of the wind turbines will include structural support or Traffic
replacement of bridges.
David Smith
The commenter asks whether the project will make power cheaper, why the particular
project site location was chosen, and when he can vote yes or no.
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EIR Section(s) that will
Address the Comment

Comment Synopsis
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS (cont’d)
Tim Stack
The commenter asks where the turbines will be manufactured; how much fossil fuel will be
used to manufacture, transport, and install them; what their life expectancy is; and what the
cost will be to decommission.

Project Description,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Stephen Underwood
The commenter states that the EIR should address marbled murrelets, including impacts
Proposed Project, Biological
from power lines and turbines; effects on raptors, spotted owls, and migratory birds (Pacific Resources, Recreation
Flyway); the minimum number of long-term, full-time jobs anticipated to be provided by
the project; and biological and recreational impacts on state and county parks.
Adrianne Wohlferl
The commenter says that she will be voting against the project and states that she didn’t care Introduction, Alternatives
for the speakers who answered questions at the meeting. She states her belief that more than
70% of the audience also opposed the project.
Notes: Caltrans = California Department of Transportation; County = Humboldt County; EIR = environmental impact report; HCP = habitat
conservation plan; NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act; NOP = notice of preparation; PG&E = Pacific Gas and Electric Company

SCOPE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Humboldt County has determined that a draft EIR should be prepared to evaluate the potential environmental
impacts of the Humboldt Wind Energy Project. As required by CEQA, the draft EIR will describe existing
conditions and evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project and a reasonable range of
alternatives, including the no-project alternative. It will address direct, indirect, and cumulative effects. The draft
EIR will identify feasible mitigation measures, if available, to reduce potentially significant impacts. Topics to be
evaluated in the draft EIR include:
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry Resources
Air Quality
Biological Resources
Cultural Resources/Tribal Cultural Resources
Geology and Soils, Paleontological Resources
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use and Planning
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Mineral Resources
Noise
Population and Housing
Public Services
Recreation
Transportation and Traffic
Utilities and Service Systems (Water Supply)
Alternatives
Cumulative Impacts
Other CEQA-Required Analyses

►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
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APPENDIX A
Notice of Preparation

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
PLANNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT

3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
Phone: (707) 445‐7541
Fax: (707) 268‐3792
http://www.co.humboldt.ca.us/planning/

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Date:

July 31, 2018

To:

Interested Parties
All Recipients on the Distribution List

Lead Agency:

County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department

Contact:

Cliff Johnson, Senior Planner
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Project Title:

Humboldt Wind Energy Project

BACKGROUND
The County of Humboldt (County) Planning & Building Department has received an application from
Humboldt Wind, LLC (Applicant) for a conditional use permit (CUP) to construct and operate the
Humboldt Wind Energy Project (Project), a wind energy generation facility in Humboldt County,
California. The issuance of the CUP is a “project” as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and subject to environmental review. After examining the application, the County determined
that an environmental impact report (EIR) is required and released this notice of preparation (NOP)
consistent with the requirements outlined in Section 15063(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines.
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
Once the decision to prepare an EIR is made, the lead agency must distribute an NOP for a 30-day
comment period to inform all responsible and trustee agencies and interested persons that an EIR will
be prepared (State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15082). The intent of an NOP is to provide stakeholders
with sufficient information describing a proposed project and its potential environmental effects to
enable responsible and trustee agencies and the public to make a meaningful response related to the
scope and content of information to be included in the EIR.
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The purpose of this notice is twofold:
(1) to solicit input, by August 30, 2018, from interested individuals, groups, and responsible
and trustee agencies about the desired content and scope of the draft EIR to be prepared
by the County of Humboldt for the proposed Project (see attachments); and
(2) to announce public scoping meetings for the proposed Project, to be held at the following
times and locations:
a. August 14, 2018: 2–4 p.m. Regulatory agency only consultation at Sequoia
Conference Center, 901 Myrtle Avenue, Eureka
b. August 14, 2018: 6–8 p.m. Public meeting at Sequoia Conference Center, 901
Myrtle Avenue, Eureka
c.

August 15, 2018: 6–8 p.m. Public meeting at Winema Theater, 125 Main Street,
Scotia

DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
The NOP and related Project documents are available for public review at the following location:
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
The documents are also available for public review online at: https://humboldtgov.org/2408/HumboldtWind-Energy-Project.
The County Planning & Building Department welcomes input from responsible and trustee agencies
during this review. Written comments should be postmarked no later than 5 p.m. August 30, 2018.
Please indicate a contact person in your response and send your comments to:
Cliff Johnson, Senior Planner
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us
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PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING
The Project traverses land bisected by U.S. Highway 101 (U.S. 101), roughly 12 miles southeast of the
city of Fortuna and 20 miles north of the community of Garberville (Figure 1). The community of Scotia
is located adjacent to the northern edge of the Project alignment.
Vegetation along the alignment is primarily evergreen woodlands and the topography is steep, with
elevations ranging from nearly sea level to almost 3,100 feet above sea level. A portion of the area’s
woodland acreage is under timber production or subject to Williamson Act contracts. The alignment for
the proposed general transmission line (Gen-Tie) for the Project would require crossing the Eel River
(Figure 2a). Boring under the river is planned for this segment to reduce visibility and minimize potential
impacts to marbled murrelet. The point of interconnection with Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s
(PG&E’s) transmission grid would be the Bridgeville Substation (Figure 2b) through one of three
optional routes under consideration.
Table 1 lists the assessor’s parcel numbers for lands along the Project alignment.
Table 1 Project Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
10213204, 10301204, 10619110, 10619111, 10619112, 20502105, 20502106, 20502114,
20502115, 20502117, 20502119, 20502121, 20502122, 20502123, 20502124, 20505101,
20505108, 20505109, 20505110, 20505111, 20505122, 20506102, 20506107, 20506111,
20522101, 20531102, 20531104, 20532132, 20532133, 20532134, 20533103, 20533106,
20533107, 20534106, 20534108, 20534111, 20534113, 20534118, 20534119, 20535112,
20535126, 20535130, 20626207, 20707427, 20712405, 20712604, 20718105, 20718116,
20718119, 20718209, 20718211, 20718303, 20718304, 20718404, 20718406, 20718502,
20718503, 20718605, 20718607, 20718609, 20718613, 20721101, 20721102, 20721202,
20721301, 20721302, 20721303, 20722101, 20722103, 20722601, 20723103, 20723107,
20723201, 20723202, 20731102, 20734101, 20811109, 20811114, 20811402, 20812101,
20812107, 20812110, 20813106, 20813501, 20813503, 20813504, 20813505, 20814101,
20814111, 20908122, 20919101, 20919102, 20919103, 20919112, 20919113, 20920102,
20920103, 20920107, 20920108, 20920110, 20921108, 20921109, 20921110, 20921111,
20925102, 20926102, 20926103, 20928104, 20940101, 20940102, 20940110, 20940115,
20940116, 20940123, 21101104, 21101202, 21101301, 21102302, 21145302, 21145303,
21146101, 21146204, 21147101, 21147201

LAND USE PLANS
The Humboldt County General Plan land use designations along the Project alignment consist primarily
of Timberland, with Industrial, Agricultural Grazing, and Urban Development Area overlay where the
Gen-Tie crosses U.S. 101.
Lands crossed by the Project are primarily zoned Agriculture Exclusive (AE) and Timber Production
Zone (TPZ), except for limited intermittent segments of the Gen-Tie. The land is currently in timber
production. Under the AE and TPZ designations, wind energy facilities require a CUP from the County.
Constructing and operating electrical distribution and transmission lines are permitted uses in the TPZ;
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however, a CUP is required in the AE zone. Accordingly, the applicant is submitting a CUP application
pursuant to County Code Section 3.1.2, which, if approved, would cover all Project related activities.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Project would construct and operate 60 wind turbine generators (WTGs) and associated
infrastructure with a nameplate generating capacity (i.e., theoretical maximum energy generation) of up
to 155 megawatts (MW). In addition to the wind turbines and transformers, the Project would include
ancillary facilities such as temporary staging areas, access roads, 34.5-kilovolt (kV) collection lines
(collection system), an operations and maintenance (O&M) building, a substation with energy storage
infrastructure, utility switchyard modification, and a 115-kV Gen-Tie.
Figure 2a and 2b shows the representative locations of Project infrastructure based on the information
available at the time this NOP was released. The Applicant is conducting studies along the planned
alignment to collect information regarding the resources present. Data gained from these studies will be
used to inform the Project’s design, with the intent of avoiding and minimizing environmental impacts.
Therefore, the Project layout depicted in Figure 2a and 2b illustrates a development corridor within
which Project infrastructure would be sited, and is subject to refinement.
The Project would include the following elements:


up to 60 WTGs depicted in Figure 2a and 2b, ranging between 2.2 and 4.5 MW, erected on tubular
steel towers set on concrete foundations, and associated turbine pads, temporary staging areas,
and transformers;



new roads, including temporary access roads required for construction and permanent service
roads for O&M, and improvements to existing public roads to facilitate turbine delivery;



a 115-kV Gen-Tie connecting the Project with the existing PG&E transmission system, with a
below-surface crossing of the Eel River (Figure 2a);



a substation to connect to the Gen-Tie;



a collection system linking WTGs to each other and to the substation;



a communication system (fiber optic cable) adjacent to the collection system;



an O&M facility, including an operations building and an outdoor storage area;



permanent meteorological towers;



a 10-acre temporary staging area and a construction trailer and parking area located within the
O&M facility; and



three, 5-acre temporary staging areas distributed throughout the Project site, including as many as
two, temporary cement batch plants operating at two of the three staging areas.
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity
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Figure 2a. Project Area and Plan (Sheet 1 of 2)
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Figure 2b. Project Area and Plan (Sheet 2 of 2)
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Table 2 identifies the typical dimensions and disturbance areas for each Project component.

Table 2: Project Components and Associated Disturbance Areas
Typical Disturbance Area
Component

Quantity

Turbines and pads

a

During Construction

Permanent

Maximum of 60

Approximately 4 acres per
turbine

0.3 acre per turbine

Maximum length
of 19 miles

30-foot width

12- to-24-inch-wide trench
(filled)

Substation

1

5 acres

5 acres

Modified utility
switchyard

1

3 acres

3 acres

Access roads

Up to 17 miles of
new roads

Turbine string roads: 24-foot
gravel surface with 50-foot
width for crane access and
200-foot width for grading and
matching slopes

Turbine string roads: 24-footwide gravel surface with a 1foot shoulder on both sides;
nominally up to an additional
12 feet on either side, where
required for stormwater
management control

Collection system

b

Project access roads: 24-footwide gravel surface; 200-foot
width for grading and matching
slopes
O&M facility

1

Within temporary construction 3–5 acres total, including a
area; no additional disturbance 5,000- to 6,000-square-foot
building

Temporary
construction areas
(trailer and parking)

1

10 acres

NA

Temporary staging
areas

2

5 acres per staging area

NA

Temporary cement
batch plant

Up to 2

Within temporary construction NA
area; no additional disturbance

Meteorological
towers

4 (2 would be
permanent)

1.5 acres per tower

900 square feet

NA = not applicable; O&M = operations and maintenance
a
Includes temporary staging areas
b
Portions of the collection system would be constructed within access roads; no additional permanent
impacts would occur in these areas. Note that acreage includes collocated underground fiber-optic
communications cable.

Prepared for: Humboldt County
Notice of Preparation of EIR for Humboldt Wind Energy

AECOM
9

Construction Activity and Schedule
Construction would last between 16 and 18 months. The sequence of construction activities would
generally be as follows: site preparation/grading, tree clearing, access road construction, turbine
foundation construction, collection system installation, substation construction, Gen-Tie installation,
switchyard installation, turbine installation, final testing and turbine commissioning, O&M facilities
installation, and cleanup and restoration.
The project requires creation of a temporary staging area, construction trailer area, and associated
parking area on an approximately 10-acre compacted gravel pad. During construction, the staging area
would be used to store large equipment and materials, to refuel equipment, and to collect and
temporarily store construction waste. It also would serve as a place to park vehicles, set a temporary
mobile for use as construction office space, and temporary (portable) sanitary facilities. A vendorsupplied fuel truck that would make daily or weekly deliveries to fill approved storage tanks that would
be used to refuel construction vehicles. Following construction, this area would become part of the
Project’s O&M facility (Figure 2a).
Three smaller staging areas would also be needed along the alignment. Each would consist of five
acres that would be used to stage construction equipment, materials and contractor trailers (Figures 2a
and 2b). The temporary staging areas would be cleared of vegetation, compacted to support
construction equipment, and may be graveled depending on soil conditions.
The applicant is in the process of determining the point of delivery for the Project’s wind turbines and
related equipment. It is anticipated that equipment would be shipped to Field’s Landing in Humboldt
Bay, and would be delivered by truck via U.S. 101 to the temporary staging area(s) located near the
Jordan Creek off-ramp (Figure 1). Upon arrival at the temporary staging area(s), the equipment either
would be offloaded or stored, or would be hauled directly to the worksite and installed. Access roads
would be used to transport equipment from the temporary staging area to the worksite.
To facilitate the delivery of Project components along the U.S. 101 corridor, modifications to existing
roads may be required. Such modifications could include but would not be limited to creating temporary
off-ramps to bypass portions of U.S. 101; temporarily relocating obstacles such as fences and street
signs; temporarily relocating or extending overhead utility poles; and removing or pruning vegetation
within existing road rights-of-way. If needed, Project-specific traffic controls would allow for equipment
delivery while maintaining ingress and egress for emergency service providers. The Applicant is
determining the scope of the temporary modifications and traffic controls and will submit a
transportation plan to the County and the California Department of Transportation.
SUMMARY OF KEY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE EIR
Pursuant to Section 15064 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the discussion of potential Project effects on
the environment in the EIR will concentrate on those impacts that the County has determined may be
potentially significant. The detailed analysis will evaluate the Project; however, the EIR will also
describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed Project that are capable of meeting most of
the Project’s objectives, and that would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the
Project, consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6. The EIR will also evaluate the
cumulative impacts of the Project when considered in conjunction with other related past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future projects.
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The following topics will be evaluated in the EIR:


Aesthetics—The EIR will characterize the visual setting through use of photographs and computer
modeling. Through use of photo-realistic visual simulations, impacts of Project construction and
operation on scenic resources and vistas will be described. Avoidance and mitigation measures
would be imposed where significant impacts are identified.



Agriculture and Forestry Resources—The EIR will evaluate the potential direct and indirect
impacts to timberlands and land designated Agricultural Preserves that are subject to Williamson Act
contracts.



Air Quality—The Draft EIR will consider direct and indirect impacts to regional and local air quality
because of project construction and operation. Emissions of criteria air pollutants will be estimated
using computer models and methodology approved by the North Coast Unified Air Pollution Control
District (NCUAPCD). Project consistency with adopted plans or policies intended to address air
quality will be evaluated and avoidance measures identified.



Biological Resources—The Project area is covered in managed forestlands, mixed with evergreen
and deciduous forest types. Shrub/scrublands, annual grasslands, and developed roads make up the
remaining land cover in the Project area. The EIR will characterize the existing resources found along
the project alignment and analyze impacts of the proposed Project on these biological resources. No
avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included
in the Project EIR.



Cultural Resources—The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the proposed Project on cultural
and tribal cultural resources based on the findings of a Phase 1 cultural resources survey. In addition,
consultation with representatives of the Yurok and Wiyot, Karok, Hoopa, Chilula, and Whilkut tribes,
and other Native American tribe interests, may need to be conducted in compliance with Assembly
Bill (AB) 52, which requires such consultation as part of a project’s CEQA review.



Geology and Soils—In general, the Project area is susceptible to ground shaking. Slope stability in
the Project area ranges from moderate to highly unstable. The EIR will programmatically evaluate
impacts from landsliding and unstable soils that could result from grading, roads, and new
development. It is anticipated that site-specific geotechnical investigations would be conducted before
construction.



Greenhouse Gas Emissions—In the North Bay Air Basin, North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District (NCUAQMD) regulates greenhouse gas emissions through its Rule 111
(Federal Permitting Requirements for Sources of Greenhouse Gases). The EIR will evaluate the
Project in terms of its consistency with Rule 111, California’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction
goals, recommendations contained in the AB 32 Scoping Plan, and other recent guidance documents
regarding Project-generated GHG emissions. Avoidance measures or permits may be identified in the
Project EIR.



Hazardous and Hazardous Materials—The EIR will assess hazards and hazardous materials
impacts from wind energy sites by considering storage, handling, and application practices of
hazardous materials, and will review the hazards of permitting new and wind energy activities in
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areas of wildland fire risk. The EIR will also analyze specific requirements for the Project based on
the turbine heights. Site-specific aviation conditions will be developed in conjunction with the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), and turbine lighting would be consistent with all FAA requirements.


Hydrology and Water Quality—Rivers, creeks, and drainages within the Project boundaries could
be subject to disturbance during construction. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project
on hydrology and water quality in the area. Avoidance measures to minimize impacts on water
quality, including boring under the Eel River, have been identified and are included in the Project
design. To support the EIR, a delineation of wetlands and waters will be conducted to determine
jurisdictional water features on the Project site.



Land Use and Planning—The Project site is located within lands designated for agricultural and
timber production by Humboldt County. The EIR will evaluate the proposed Project for consistency
with existing local land use policies and regulations, including applicable habitat conservation plans,
local coastal plans, and airport land use plans. No avoidance measures or permits have been
identified at this time, but such measures may be included in the Project EIR.



Mineral Resources—Humboldt County is one of 16 counties within California where the State
Geologist has not classified the land based on the known or inferred mineral resource potential of that
land, pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) classifications. The location of
some of the proposed wind turbines and the Gen-Tie would overlap some of the SMARA parcels. The
EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project on mineral resources in Humboldt County. No
avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included
in the Project EIR.



Noise—The Project site lies in undeveloped area of the county where noise levels are very low,
limited to noise from cattle grazing and occasional vehicles. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts
of the Project on ambient noise levels, with emphasis on changes experienced by noise-sensitive
receptors. No avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures
may be included in the Project EIR.



Population and Housing—The Project site lies in an unincorporated and largely undeveloped area
of the county, and there is no housing on the Project site or in the immediate vicinity. The EIR will
identify and analyze impacts of the Project on population and housing.



Public Services—The Project site travels across land containing a High or Very High Fire hazard
designation. The EIR will examine the potential for construction and operation to increase demands
on local firefighters. The California Highway Patrol is responsible for enforcing traffic laws on
roadways in unincorporated areas and on state highways throughout the county. The sheriff’s office
has mutual aid agreements with cities and the California Highway Patrol. The EIR will examine the
potential for construction and operation to increase demands on law enforcement.



Recreation—Humboldt Redwoods State Park, Grizzly Creek State Park, and Van Duzen County
Park lie within 5 miles of the Project site. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project on
recreational resources.
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Transportation and Traffic—The roadway network in the unincorporated parts of the county is
primarily rural in character, serving small communities through a system of federal and state freeways
and highways, county roads (including arterials, collectors, and local streets), and private roads. The
EIR will identify and analyze impacts of the Project on the circulation system. No avoidance measures
or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included in the Project EIR.



Utilities and Service Systems—The Project alignment is located on rural hillsides in an area that is
not provided with municipal services such as potable-water delivery or wastewater systems. The EIR
will identify and analyze impacts of the proposed Project on existing utility systems and services. No
avoidance measures or permits have been identified at this time, but such measures may be included
in the Project EIR.
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APPENDIX B
Scoping Meeting Sign-in Sheets

APPENDIX C
Scoping Meeting Presentation

Humboldt Wind Energy Project
EIR Public Scoping Meeting
August 14, 2018
Eureka, CA

Meeting Program
• Arrival/Sign In/Meet and Greet
• Welcome and Meeting Outline/Logistics
• Project Overview Presentation
• County Approval Process
• EIR Process
• Questions and Comments
• Adjourn

2

Introductions/Meeting Attendees
• Humboldt County
• AECOM (EIR Contractor)
• TerraGen (Project Applicant)
• Stantec (Applicant Consultant)

3

Logistics
• Emergency Exits
• Restrooms
• Sign In Sheets
• Comment Forms
• Speaker Cards

4

County Permitting Process
• Conditional Use Permit Required

– Use that is conditionally permitted; or
– Use not specifically enumerated that is similar to and
compatible with the same uses permitted in the zone.
• Conditions

– Assure compliance with special development regulations;
– Minimize/mitigate adverse impact of the development upon
other land;
– Control development timing, duration of use;
– Assure development will be maintained properly;
– Designate location and nature of development.

15

County Permitting Process
• Project Review

–
–
–
–

Environmental Review
Conformance with Zoning/General Plan
Referrals to other agencies
Written report and findings

• Public Review

–
–
–
–

Notice
Public hearings before Planning Commission
Receive evidence regarding findings
Decisions can be appealed to Board of Supervisors
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County Permitting Process
• Opportunities for Public Comment

– EIR Scoping
– Draft EIR
– Public Hearings
• How to Comment/Participate

– Scoping Meetings and Public Hearings
– Website:
https://humboldtgov.org/2408/Humboldt-Wind-EnergyProject
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County Permitting Process
Please submit written comments to:
Cliff Johnson, Senior Planner
Humboldt County Planning Division
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us
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EIR Process
• Notice Of Preparation (Humboldt County)

– Filed with the State Clearinghouse July 31, 2018
– 30 day review period; closes August 30, 2018
• NOP is available on County website:

https://humboldtgov.org/2408/Humboldt-Wind-EnergyProject

19

EIR Process
• EIR consultant team

– AECOM
• Sean McAllister (biological resources)

• Under Contract to Humboldt County
• Coordination with applicant’s consultant
• Stantec

20

EIR Process
• EIR will analyze the full range of potential environmental

impacts resulting from project implementation
• EIR will analyze alternatives to the proposed project
• Alternatives will be developed to minimize potential
impacts
• Will look at cumulative impacts

21

EIR Process
• Available information

– Draft project descriptions and graphics
– Various technical studies under development (wetlands,
plants, birds, bats, transportation, geotechnical study etc.)
– Humboldt County GIS data and General Plan
– Other technical documents
• Additional information currently under development to

inform the analysis
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EIR Process
• Process to develop Draft EIR

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Project initiation and data review (complete)
Publish Notice of Preparation (complete)
Project description development (ongoing)
EIR outline (ongoing)
Scoping (ongoing)
Scoping report (at close of scoping period)
Develop administrative Drafts EIR
County Review
Public Draft EIR
Final EIR

23

EIR Process
• Draft EIR Content
– Summary
– Introduction/Purpose and Need
– Alternatives (no project; proposed project; up to two others)
– Environmental Settings, Impacts and Mitigation Measures
» Full range of environmental issues
– Growth Inducing Impacts
– Cumulative Impacts
– Report Preparers
– References

24

Questions and Comments
Thank you!

APPENDIX D
Speaker Cards

APPENDIX E
Comment Letters and Comment Cards

