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5.3 WILDFIRIPROTECTION CAPABBRST

5.3.1 INTRODUCTION TO FFHOTECTION IN HUMBII COUNTY

Wildfire protection and emergency response capabilities @raluated in this CWPBy identifying,
defining, and analygingthe delivery of services and level of coverage provideduyent fire-protection
organizations in Humboldt County. The following sectidistuss the level and type of emergency
response provided in Humboldt County, and the critical needs to susitase services and ensure
community safety.

Local and tribal fire protection orgamitons in Humboldt County provide aisk fire protection
Firefightersare called upon to
Provide structural fire protection
Managewildland fire,
Respondto medical emergencies,
Perform technical rescue,
Respondto hazardous materials incidentsc
Assist with general disaster management.

State and federal firefighters also respond to a broad array of emergencies beyond wildfire
depending on their availabilitywith their primary responsibility beingprotecting federal and state
wildland areas.

The following pages contain details about local, tribal, state, and federal fire and rescue resources

Fire Protection Responsibility Areas

Only a small portion of the county is classifiedLasal Responsibility Area, bRA Most local fire
agencies gntain State Responsibility Area, BRAlands within their jurisdictional boundaries (many are
only SRA)Firerelated districtsare responsible fostructural fire protectionand wildland fires in the
LRATheCalifornia Department of Forestry and FReotection or CAL FIRES responsibldor wildfires
in the SRACAL FIRE also asslstal districts with the management of wildfires in the Lika&Sed on
mutuataid agreements.

There are three specific land classifications to identify the agencythétinancial responsibility fo
preventing and suppressing wildfire.

Local Responsibility Area (LRi&)primarily the responsibility of the local jurisdictiare. local
fire departments

State Responsibility Area (SRi&)primarily the responsibilityfdhe statg or CALFIRE

Federal Responsibility Area (FRi8)primarily the responsibility of a federal government
agency such as the US Forest Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

SeeMap 5.3.2 State and Federal Fire Protectiolater in this chapterfor LRA vs. SRA vs. FRA
designations in Humboldt County
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Mutual Aid and Other Cooperative Agreements

To provide quick and adequate response to fir
the Humboldt County Fire Chief€2 ssbciation
developed, approved, and maintaira Countywide
Mutual Aid Agreement It is a Memorandum of
UnderstandingMOU) made and entered into by an
between all local fireservice providers in theounty
and CAL FIRE. The MOU states that the equipm
facilities, and trained personnel of each fi
department are available to the other parf@nts in
the agreement on an agquested basis. The MO
facilitates quick, decisive dispatch of resources a

defines expectations and responsibilities for th

Mutual aid is a reciprocal aid agreement betwes
two or more agencies that defines what resourd
each will provide to the other in responseot
certain predetermined types of emergencie
Mutual aid response is provided upon request.

Automatic Mutual Aid or auto aid agreemens
dictate that within specified areas of a fil
RSLI NIYSydiQa NBalLkRyas
of incidents, their autmatic mutual aid partner
will be automatically dispatched to an emergen
and a special request for help will not K

necessary.

requestingand receiving partiesAdditionally, several

localfire-service providerhave auteaid agreementsDepending on the specific incident, fires may be
managed under a unified command between multiple departments or one department sinayly
assistanother, depending on who has the protection responsibility.

Fire cepartments near either National Forest dlational Recreation Area lands have mutual aid
agreements with the USFS and BL®&ke AppendixG.2, for details regardingthese agreements
Statewideand RegionalLevel Cooperative Fire Agreements, Six Rivers National Forest (SRNF} Forest
Wide Fire Assistance Agreements and Local Operating Pland SRNF Agreements with Humboldt
County Local Volunteer Fire Departments for Fire Suppression Assistarté\ssistancéBy-Hire for

Wildfire Incidents

Under a cooperative agreement, federal

and state agencies have exchanged protection

responsibilities in specific area¥hese areas are known as Direct Protection Areas, or DRUAs.
example, fire protection ormost FRA public land managed by the BLM, including the King Range
National Conservation Area, is the responsibility of CAL FIRE. Additionally, the communities of Willow
Creek and Orleans are within the protection responsibility of the SRNF for wildfites though these
communities are in SRAeeMap 5.32 State and Federal Fire Protectidater in this chapterfor an

illustration of these DPA protection areas.

5.3.2

FIREPROTECTION ORGANIDNSAND LEVEL OF SEEY/I

Humboldt County receives fire protection an
related emergency services from a variety of fi
organizationsGiven the diverse range of communi
characteristics and emergency service nee
throughout the county, each fireserviceorganization
provides an emergency response and deployme
system hat NEBF¥f SO0 Ala O2ya

Level of Servicés defined here as the ability t
provide, on a countywide basis, adequate a
appropriate levels of emergency service to me
community needs. Level of Service should
O02YYSyadaNIT S 4AGK GKS
the public safety reponsibilities of the local fire
protection organization.

K-

needs, and local risks, within its revenue and support
constraints. The following sections describe fire-protection agentsand organizatiosain Humboldt

Countyand theLevel of Servidhey provide
Local FireProtection Services

Local fire protection and rescue services are provided yeand by local fire departments and

companies. According to ti2017 1 dzY o 2 f R

| 2 dzy G &

CANE / K lo&FieQ

serviceis provided byforty fire departments and companies. The service areas of these local fire
departments and companies are shownldap 5.3.1, Local Fire Protectigiater in this hapter.
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Department vs. Company

In this CWPP, with a few exceptions, local fire and rescue service providers associated with a special di
calledVolunteer Fire Departmentsas they receive some tax or fee revenue. Those volunteer organizatian
receiving tax revenue and being funded primarily through fundraisers and donations, are\¢alledeer Fire
Companies

Specialistricts are formed to provide services within a specific jurisdictional boundtis support
from a combination of taxesees, grants, and fundraising. Many of these jurisdictional boundaries were
created as far back as the 1393@®incehen, neighborhoods, scattered subdivisions, and rural residential
development haveexpanded beyondlistrict boundaries. This newer developnt requires yearound
fire protection and emergency services, which it receives in a varfesays.Special districts that deliver
fire and rescue services are identifiedldap 5.3.11 & @& 5 A A ardsfowniirégreeny R

There are many areas outsitlee boundaries of an established district that receive fire protect
from district resources responding beyond their jurisdiction. This type of service, which is
NEFSNNBR (2 Fa G322REHEI1IES NS S2£F sHdah dryENSw/
District fire departments provide service to these areas even though they are under no obligal
do so and receive no compensation for their service, other than donations. This practice car
already limited resources. Furtherm@rproperty owners within the district may question why thi
taxes are supporting otf-district residents.

Finally, many areas outside the boundaries of an established district receive fire protection 1
volunteer fire company. They receive no taxenue, hence they are identified dniap 2.3.1F a @
¢CFEZE YR &K2g6y Ay 2Nl y3ISod ¢KS &AdINDAGEE 21
from community donations, fundraisers, and grants. Some communities are more supportive o
local fre companies than others; support can fluctuate dramatically depending upon local eco
conditions.

The following table lists all of théocal fireprotection organizationan Humboldt County and
summarizes their current resoces.

HGURBb.3.1 LOCAIHRESERVICESTATION APPARATUSAND STAFFINGCAPABILITY
LOCAL FIRE ORGANIDAR ARESTATIONS | HRE APPARATUS AREFIGHTERS
CAREER VVOLUNTEER

Alderpoint Fire Company 1 4 0 17
Arcata FireProtection District 3 10 22 17
Briceland Fire Department 3 8 0 19
Blue Lake Fire Department 1 6 1 21
Bridgeville Fire Department 1 4 0 12
Carlotta Fire Department 2 6 0 13
County Service Area N@ 4 1 1 10 0

11 dzvyo2f RG / 2dzyie@ CANB {FFS / 2dzyOAf ® 6HnmMmyOd | dzYoz2t RG [/ 2
Retrieved fromhttps://humboldtgov.org/Achive.aspx?AMID=75

2¢KS 1 0SSt GCANB 5SLINIYSyiléeé ARSYGATASAE aSNBAOS |aazoirl
non-tax, nondistrict organizations(There are some exceptions).

3 Local fire stations, particularly in remote rural asgmayonly be a basic fire apparatus shelter or even apparatus

GKFG A& aG2NBR Fd . @2t dzyiSSNI FANBTFAIKISNRA K2YS

4 Fire apparatus includewater tendess, engines, laddes, quick attackandrescuevehicles.

5 Services for CSA No. 4 are provided by TRE.Ahe numbetsereare yearround available resources. During

fire season there ar@ fire engines and 14 firefighters available.
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FHGURB.3.1 LOCAIHRESERVICESTATION APPARATURND STAFFINGCAPABILITY
LOCAL FIRE ORGANIDAR HRESTATIONS | HARE APPARATUS AREFICHTERS
CAREER VOLUNTEER

Fieldbrook Fire Department 1 4 0 23
Ferndale Fire Department 1 7 0 29
Fortuna Fire Department 3 15 3 77
Fruitland Ridge Fire Company 1 3 0 7
Garberville Fire Department 1 3 0 15
Honeydew Fire Company 4 5 0 16
Hoopa Firand Rescue 1 6 0 15
Hoopa Fire Department 1 6 19 6
Humboldt Bay Fire Department 5 16 53 5
Knedand Fire Department 1 3 0 9
Loleta Fire Department 1 7 0 23
Miranda Fire Department 1 3 0 12
Myers Flat Fire Department 1 2 0 3
Orick Fire Department 1 4 0 13
Orleans Fire Company 1 4 0 13
Palo Verde Fire Company 1 2 0 30
Petrolia Fire Department 1 7 0 22
Phillipsville Fire Company 1 3 0 2
Redcrest Fire Company 27 2 0 8
Redway Fire Department 1 5 0 13
Rio Dell Fire Department 1 6 0 27
Salmon Creek Fire Company 1 2 0 12
Samoa Peninsula
Fire Department 2 4 0 7
Scotia Fire Department 1 6 0 10
Shelter Cove Fire Department 1 9 0 16
Sprowel Creek Fire Company 2 2 0 20
Telegraph Ridge
Fire g[])epl?artme(‘r:’n 1 3 0 12
Trinidad Fire Department 1 3 0 10
Westhaven Fire Company 1 5 0 8
Whale Gulch Fire Company 1 3 0 20
Whitethorn Fire Department 1 4 0 11
Willow Creek
Fire Department 1 B 2 14
Yurok Wildland Fire Department 1 unknown unknown unknown
Yurok Volunteer Fire Department 1 1 0 4
Total 56 199 108 621

5 Humboldt #1 Fire Protection District and City of Eureka Fire combined their resources under the name of
Humboldt Bay Firbut have not yet officially consolidated their jurisdictions

"The Redcrest Fire Company is providing an organizational umbrella for a new fire station and associated group of

volunteers in the community of Shively.

Chapter 5.3Wildfire-Protection Capabilies
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Local fire service in Humboldt County, although primarily responsible for community fire protection,
plays a pivotal role in wildfire managementLocal firefighters train and are equipped for wildfire
responseoften beingcalled to assist CAL FIRE during wildfitecal firefighting resources respond from
over fifty locations throughout the county, so theyan bewell situated to supplement CAL FIRE, which
mayhavea Iong_erresponse timeLocal firefighters ar Response Time the time that elapses between
frequently the flrst_ on the scene qn_d_ able @ssUMe | o moment a 91-1 call is placed to the
command of the inclent, provide initial assessmen| emergency dispatch center and the time that a
andinitiate Suppression actions until CAL FIRE arri first-responder arrives on scene.

This helpkeep the fires to a manageable size. Ma| Response time includes dispatch time, turnout
local fire organizationsprovide station coveragdor | time (the time it takes firefighters to travel to the|
CAL FIRE whethey are called away to wildfireq fire station,put ontheir personal protective
outside of the county. During station coveragq equipment PP and preparehie apparatus), ang
assignments, local firefighters fiAL FIREildfire [traveltime

management role.

There is one localtgovernment Type Engine Strike Team composed several localfire
organizationsin the county CAL FIRE hsgehis Srike Team to supplement their resources during
wildfire events both inside and outsidbe county. Local fire departmentquipmentis also rented by
the state and operated by CAL FIRE persowhein reeded Local fire servicdinancially benefitdrom
this arrangementboth to the participating fire department and individual firefighteesd by circulaing
the fundsinto the local economylndirect benefis to local firefighters,including volunteers,include
gaining valuablevildfire management experien¢gvhichalso benefitdocalcommunities by developing
more confident, capable local firefighters. Firefighters learn about wildfire management strategies,
emergencyradio communicatiog, working togeher, trainingneeds and the physical demands and
expectationgequired byCAL FIRE and the USHBs experience increas¢he ability of local firefighters
to quickly and efficientlprganizeresources, should a large wildfire evédrappen here

The Humboldt County, Southern Humbo)dind Eel River Vallejire ChiefSQAssociatiors arevital
local organizatioaworking to address common challenges and improve Level of Service throughout the
county. They do this via increased coordination, communicastandardization, and suppoithe work
of these chief@associations has enabled the growth of productive and effective relationships that have
proven to be beneficial to all parties.

Collaboration within and among these groups has led to many advamispmecluding
Astronger voice for the fire service to help secure support and resources,
Auto-aid agreements,
Communications plans,
Prefire plans and
Administrative and operationainprovements.
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These associationsontinue to work together to esure
all departments and companies benefit from rece
advancementsthey alsotackle new projects such aseh
development of a webt and other social media platforms

The Public Safety and Essential Serviceschatfsales tax,
passed by Humboldt @Qaty voters in 2014 through Measur
Z, provided critical fire and rescue support funding over ja
last three years, facilitating a spirit of cooperation betwe
local fire organization®©ver $5.5 milliorin Measure Z funding
has been awarded topurchasefirefighting equipment, pay
dispatch fees, and continue a multiyear sustainable- fire Star Hotel fire, Fortun
services planning effort. Measure Z purchases and activities have benefitted volunteer, and especially rural
fire organizations, to increase the safety and capabilityefidginters within the county.

Equipment purchaseare bringing local fire service up to nationally recognized minidewal safety
equipment and emergenesesponse apparatus standards. Updated equipment helps responders be
better prepared, and decreasedd risk of injury while increasing the ability to protect the public.
Equipment purchases include fire engines, -selitained breathing apparatus (SCBA), wildlaadd
structuraHire personal protective equipment (PPE), and fire hose. Additionally, pfigrgniand
purchasing structures to protect fire equipment that was historically stored outdoors or in unsecured
f20FGA2ya Kra 0SSy FdzyRSR® ¢KSAS AYLINROSYSyGa oAt
improve their Insurance Services Off{t80) Fir&Suppression Rating Schedylesich carin turn, lower
homeowner fire insurance rateShe Public Safety and Essential Services sales tax was renewed by
voters in 2018 through Measure O and will continue to be an important source of fundingndeg
upon by local fire and rescue service providers.

There have been significanimprovements in local fire
protection organizationQability to efficiently, effectively, and
""4 safely deploy firgorotection resourcesincewhat was reported in
’ E the 2013 CWPR However, these organizationscontinue to

= experience a high degree of variability in their training levels,
amount and quality ofheir equipment, and number of firefighting
personnel at their disposdsuchdifferences make ithallengingo
identify Level of Servicestandards that are realistically achievable
for alllocalfire-service providersThisis slowlybeingaddressed by

e =1 updating standardsto consider pragmatic expectationsby area
Westhaven Volunteer Fire Department. type (e.g. rural, suburban, or urbin

Many local fire departrants continue to facehesecommonchallenges

Volunteer recruitment and retention;
Access to appropriate levels and types of training lacdlfacilities includingfire academy,
driver-operator training,and otheron-going skills;
Everincreasing mandary requirements and standards;
Limited administrative capacity to address grog/iorganizational requirements;
Limited prefire planning resources such as respoaseamaps and prdire attack plansand
Alack of capitato cover growing expenses, inding:
The replacement ofgingsafety equipment,
Dispatch feesind communication infrastructure improvements,
Lyadz2N: yOS FyR ¢2N] SNRa O2YLISyal a2y
Training and
Maintainingand establishing fire stations
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The top needdentified bylocal fie services a more robust and ongoing volunteer recruitment and
retention strategy. All local fire departments in the county depend fully or partially on volunteers. Many have
indicated that recruiting and retaining these volunteers is their biggest challengehBlienge includes:

Everincreasing training and performance demands on volunteers

An increasingolume of c#is thatput volunteers in dangerous situations, threatening their
physicakafetyand mentalhealth;

Uncertainty about a stable local econonaynd

Limited community awareness and support.

Local residents and businesses depéedvilyon local fire and rescue servicelglore community
resourcesand volunteers are needed tnsuretheir survival Whenfirefighter numbers fall, service
suffer. In recent years, some fire companies have closed their doessjngneighboring departments
impacted as they try tdill in for these areasThis issueis not unique to Humboldt Countyhe
sustainable delivery of community fire and rescue services is &ngelin many other areas of th
state and nation. It is compleand likelycannot be resolved quicklynvesing now to ensure future
emergency services for the citizens of Hurtath County is a priority of this CWPP.

More detailed information aboutachlocal fireorganization including theirecentaccomplishments
can be found in each relevaRlanning Unit Action Plarin Part 4of this CWPPand in thecurrent
version of the |l dzyo 2f R /| 2dzy e CA NB | KA ST aaailabledati 2 OA | G A
https://humboldtgov.org/Archive.aspx?AMID=75
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