CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MEASURE Z
EXPENDITURES
(Advisory Committee will make recommendations to the Humboldt County Board of
Supervisors as to expenditure of funds derived from Measure Z.)

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

RECEIVED
FEB 2 1 2018

Agency Name: Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit (HCFAIU)

CAO

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6327, Eureka, CA 95502
Contact Person: Chris Emmons

Title: Past President/Vice-Pres. HCFAIU

Telephone: (707) 441-4000

E-mail address: cemmons@hbfire.org

1. AMOUNT OF MEASURE Z FUNDING REQUESTED FOR FY 2018-19: $ 15,000
2. ENTITY TYPE -- Please check appropriate box.
a. Humboldt County Department

❑

b. Contract Service Provider to Humboldt County

❑

c. Local Government Entity

❑

d. Private Service Provider

❑

e. Non-Profit Service Provider

X

f. Other

❑

3. Please provide brief description of proposal for which you are seeking funding.
The Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit (HCFAIU) is seeking at this time, a one-time funding for
training for team members in order to have more certified fire investigators for timely responses to rural areas.
The HCFAIU has investigated many fires and explosions over the years, including recent high profile homicide
cases, high dollar loss incidents, Butane-Hash oil incidents, and incidents in jurisdictions that do not have
personnel with the specialized investigation skills. The HCFAIU will also use this funding to replace antiquated
specialized investigation equipment that would be challenged in court due to its age and condition.
The team currently has a roster of 30, with one-third of those being volunteer members from allied law
enforcement and fire agencies across the county. There is a core group of 10 "lead certified" members who try
to respond to fire-arson investigation requests. Due to the shortage of certified trained investigators, it is
common for fires in the rural areas to not be investigated properly, preventing suspected arsons from being
solved.
The training set forth in the National Fire Protection Association Standards 921 and 1033 which state that
Origin and Cause Investigators must receive specialized and ongoing training in the field to maintain their
knowledge as a certified fire investigator have not been held locally for several years. This has forced new and

experienced investigators to travel outside of Humboldt County to receive the industry required training, at their
own expense.
4. Measure Z funding is scheduled to "sunset" in 2020. How are you developing a plan for sustainability,
including diversification of funding sources, in order for your proposal to carry on without reliance on future
Measure Z funds?
The Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit is a non-profit entity under the guidance of the Humboldt
County District Attorney's Office. The HCFAIU engaged in fundraising over the years through the use of Gold
Coast Productions to assist with funding of the Unit. Several years ago, Gold Coast Productions ceased
operations, thus causing the HCFAIU to lose its funding source. The HCFAIU will try to sponsor more local
courses for police and fire agencies and include an administrative fee for those courses. Other methods of
fundraising we continue to seek include grants and scholarships at training courses and conferences. We have
only had a few successes over the years with the grants and scholarships.
5. If this request is for the continuation, or expansion, of an existing program/service, what is the current
source of funding for that program/service?
The HCFAIU is a non-profit organization. Most of the past funding for the HCFAIU came from community
fundraising efforts and strict account management over the years to maintain those funds. In the early years of
the HCFAIU, membership fees were obtained from participating agencies. As agencies sustained budget cuts,
the fees were waived and membership declined due to agencies not being able to fund members. This created
significant turnover. Currently, funding is primarily out of pocket for most members. There is no ongoing
funding source
6. If you are awarded Measure Z funds, how will you use them to leverage additional grants, contributions, or
community support?
If the HCFAIU is awarded Measure Z funds, it will allow the unit to develop its cadre of investigators. By further
building the team, we will be able to educate the public and develop more public support through word of
successful investigations, obtain restitution from solved criminal investigations, and seek additional public
safety grants such as the Assistance to Firefighters Grant. We will also be able to work better with private
entities such as insurance, energy, and infrastructure companies who we often work alongside at investigation
scenes.
7. Will this proposal require new or expanded activity on the part of another entity to be fully functional and
effective? If so, please describe.
Please check yes or no and if so, please detail those expenses. 0

Yes X No

ATTACHMENTS—Please include the following with your application
Proposal Narrative: Brief description of your request for Measure Z funds — Please explain how it is an
essential service or for public safety. (one page maximum)
Prior Year Results: If your request is a continuation of a program funded with Measure Z in prior fiscal years,
please provide the results of implementation. (one page maximum)
Program Budget
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above statements
and all attachments are true and correct

DATE:

IV

SIGNATURE:

SUBMIT THIS APPLICATION TO:
Humboldt County Citizens' Advisory Committee on Measure Z Expenditures
do County Administrative Office
825 Fifth Street, Room 112
Eureka, CA 95501-1153

ATTACHMENT II - EXHIBIT E
Budget
Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit
Invoice Date:

Invoice # MZ-

FY 2017-18

Invoice Period:
Amounts

Descriptions

FY 2017-18

Remaining Balance

Approved Budget

A. Personnel Costs
Title: Fire Investigator HCFAIU
Salary and Benefits
Calculation: 0/NA

0.00

Duties Description: Not seeking personnel costs. Members are with various agencies.
Title:
Salary and Benefits
Calculation:

Title:
Salary and Benefits
Calculation:

Title:
Salary and Benefits
Calculation:

Total Personnel:

0.00

0.00

0.00

Total Operating Costs:

0

0

0

0

0

H. Operational Costs (Rent, Utilities, Phones, etc.)
Title:

Description:
Title:

Description:
Title:

Description:
Title:

Description:

B. Consumables/Supplies (Supplies and Consumables should be separate
Title: Fire Investigation Training Tuition- Nevada Conference

Description: Tuition for Training and Development of (6) Fire Investigators

2400

Title: Fire Investigation Training Tuition- California Conference

Description: Tuition for Training and Development of (6) Fire Investigators

3000

Title: Fire Investigation Training Tuition- Sacramento (State Fire Marshal)

Description: Tuition for Training and Development of (6) Fire Investigators

2400

Title:

Description:

Total Consumable/Supplies:

7800

ATTACHMENT II - EXHIBIT E
Budget
Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit
Invoice Date:

FY 2017-18

Invoice # MZInvoice Period:

Descriptions

Amounts

FY 2017-18

Approved Budget

Remaining Balance

D. Transportation/Travel (Local and Out-of-County should be separate
Title. Travel For Training-Nevada

Description: Transportation, travel, and lodging for attendance of training.

1600

Title: Travel For Training-California Conference

Description: Transportation, travel, and lodging for attendance of training.

2200

Title Travel For Training-Sacramento

Description: Transportation, travel, and lodging for attendance of training.

2800

Total Transporation/Travel Costs:

6600

0

0

0

0

E. Fixed Assets
Title Hydrocarbon Detectors

Description: Hydrocarbon/Combustible Gas Detectors (3)

600

Title:

Description:
Total Other Costs:

Invoice Total:

600

15,000 00

Proposal Narrative Attachment
In an effort to help develop fire investigators and improve the Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation
Unit, the HCFAIU is seeking $15,000 of Measure Z funds for the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year to send members
to training courses and purchase new, state of the art equipment that is needed to conduct a proper
investigation (Hydrocarbon Detectors). This funding will allow more investigations to be conducted
properly and more efficiently. It will also allow a certified fire investigator to arrive on scene in a timelier
manner in many of the distant, rural areas of the county. A proper investigation can lead to crime
reduction, safety improvements to Building and Fire codes, engineering improvements, and support of
overall public safety for all of our Humboldt County communities.
The Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit (HCFAIU) is a team of investigators that was founded
in 1980 to conduct fire investigations anywhere in Humboldt County. The HCFAIU responds to an
average of ten critical incidents per year throughout the county. The team is made up of disciplines
including law enforcement, fire, and medical examiner/coroner. The members are often from the rural
communities throughout the county and have varying levels of training and knowledge in the subject.
Those rural members are donating their time and receive no compensation for their service.
Becoming a certified fire investigator requires weeks of training. To become a qualified lead fire
investigator, a team member has to attend and pass several courses (minimum 160 hours) and maintain
annual continuing education requirements as set forth by the National Fire Protection Association
Standards 921 and 1033. There have not been any California State Fire Marshal investigation courses
offered locally in the last three years. HCFAIU members must seek training out of the area, with the
volunteer members paying the training expenses with their own money. Costs for one member may
exceed $1,300 for a class out of the area. The HCFAIU receives no funding from any of the participating
agencies. This funding will allow the HCFAIU to train its current members to a higher level and is critical
to them performing the duties of fire investigator. Thank you for your consideration.
Chris Emmons
Vice-President
Past-President
Humboldt County Fire-Arson Investigation Unit

