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1.0 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

This report contains the results of a preliminary surveying analysis of deeds associated with the 
right-of-way for the portion of the Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line (A&M Line) situated 
within the City of Blue Lake, from Chartin Road to a point near the east end of the Mad River 
levee (see Figure 1).  This report supplements a previous report (Streamline Planning 
Consultants, January 28, 2014) assessing the railroad right-of-way between Arcata and the 
northwest side of Blue Lake. 
 
Background 
  
The A&M Line is a branch line of the Northwestern Pacific (NWP) main line, both of which are 
currently owned by the North Coast Railroad Authority (NCRA).  The interchange between the 
two lines is located at Korblex on the north side of Arcata (Milepost 295.2).  The A&M Line 
extends from Korblex eastward to Warren Creek, Glendale, Blue Lake (Milepost 300.8), and 
Korbel (Milepost 301.8).  The study area for this report covers approximately one and a half 
linear miles of the 6.6-mile corridor, from the intersection with Chartin Road on the northwest 
side of Blue Lake to a point near the east end of the Mad River levee, which extends adjacent to 
the mainstem Mad River and North Fork (Figure 2). 
 
The Arcata & Mad River Railroad Company (A&MRR Co.) was incorporated in 1881, and 
embarked on constructing a railroad to connect north Humboldt Bay with the North Fork of the 
Mad River for the transport of freight and passengers.  The A&M Line was acquired by the 
Korbel family in 1882 and trains began operating in 1884.  The Korbels sold all their holdings 
including the A&M Line to the Northern Redwood Lumber Co. in 1903, and Northern Redwood 
sold its holdings to Simpson Redwood Co. (Simpson) in 1956.  The line was used for freight and 
passenger service until 1931 when regularly scheduled passenger service was terminated and 
operations changed to freight only.  Use of the line was heavy during a timber boom in the 
1950s, but declined significantly by the early 1980s.  The line was operated as a common carrier 
and remained a separate business entity as it passed through various ownerships. 
 
Eureka Southern Railroad Co. (Eureka Southern) acquired the NWP main line in 1984, and filed 
for bankruptcy in 1986.  Eureka Southern began negotiating with Simpson in 1986 to acquire the 
A&M Line.  A purchase agreement was signed in September 1988 and a quitclaim was executed 
conveying the lands within the railroad right-of-way from A&MRR Co. to Eureka Southern’s 
bankruptcy trustee.  The NCRA was formed by the state legislature in 1989, and the A&M Line 
right-of-way was conveyed from the bankruptcy trustee to NCRA in 1992.  Trains were operated 
on the line for freight until 1995 when the Warren Creek trestle was determined to be unsafe. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this analysis was (1) to develop a master list of the deeds that define the right-of-
way for the A&M Line within the study area, and (2) to identify the location and extent of the 
parcels referenced in the deeds.  Deeds, Assessor parcel maps, records of survey, historical maps, 
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and other readily available documents were reviewed as part of this work.  The scope of work 
did not include field verification or a chain-of-title search. 
 
This analysis was performed for the Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG) 
and Humboldt County Public Works Department to support planning for a proposed bicycle and 
pedestrian trail within the railroad corridor.  In August 2008, the NCRA Board of Directors 
passed Resolution No. 2008-11 which provided historical background on the A&M Line and 
expressed a willingness to cooperate with local stakeholders in effectuating multi-modal 
transportation use of the A&M Line until freight rail service is resumed. 
 
The results of this analysis are intended to support legal interpretation of the specific property 
interests (fee simple or easement) conveyed in the respective deeds.  The meaning of the 
terminology used for railroad right-of-way depends on determining the intent expressed within a 
specific deed.  For the purpose of this report, the phrase “right-of-way” is used in a general sense 
to refer to the NCRA’s (and its predecessor’s) interest in the real property within the railroad 
corridor and does not imply any specific type of interest. 
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2.0 RESULTS 

2.1 Deed Inventory 
 
Table 1 lists the deeds identified as part of the right-of-way for the A&M Line within the study 
area.  Table 2 lists records of survey which provided data and information to support the 
mapping.  Copies of the deeds and supporting documentation are included in Attachment 1.  
Copies of relevant historical maps and other reference documents are included in Attachments 2 
and 3 of the previous report. 
 
2.2 Mapping Methodology 
 
Figure 2 depicts the extension of a geographic index that was developed for the analysis of the 
previous stretch of railroad corridor from Korblex (Valley West) to Chartin Road in order to 
organize the deeds and associated maps.  The previous study area was divided into 26 quarter-
quarter sections (which each occupy 40 acres) based on the Public Land Survey System, and 
index numbers were assigned ranging from [1] to [26].  This project continues in Index area [26] 
and extends to the new project end in Index area [33].  Index area [26] is located at the west 
endpoint where the A&M Line intersects Chartin Road, immediately upon entering Blue Lake 
from the highway 299 undercrossing.  Index area [33] is located on the line near the east end of 
the levee to the southeast of the City of Blue Lake on the way to Korbel.  Index areas [26] 
through [30] contain parcels within the city limits of the City of Blue Lake. 
 
Figures 3a and 3b depict the spatial extent of the right-of-way.  These figures were developed 
based on legal descriptions in deeds, recorded surveys, recorded parcel and subdivision maps, 
unrecorded survey maps, and Assessor parcel maps.  Spatial data and information from these 
sources were positioned on State Plane Coordinates (NAD 83, California Zone 1).  Section 
locations were based on information recorded by Caltrans in 1962 (Book 21 of Surveys, Pages 
70 & 71) and a 1961 survey for the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (Book 19 of 
Surveys, Pages 35 & 80). 
 
2.3 History of Deed Acquisition 
 
Land patents within the study area were conveyed from the federal government to private (non-
railroad) owners between 1875 and 1881.  Figure 4 depicts the recipients of the patents for each 
quarter-quarter section based on information from the online Bureau of Land Management 
database (http://www.glorecords.blm.gov).   
 
The deeds listed on Table 1 were grouped into three categories based on history of acquisition 
and geographic location: 
 

(1) Initial Right-of-Way Acquired (1883) - Warren Creek to Korbel 
(2) Post-1883 Line Adjustments 
(3) Post-World War II Acquisitions and Transactions 

 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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The first phase of right-of-way acquisition for the A&M Line occurred in 1881, from Korblex to 
Warren Creek, to provide rail connection to the lumber mill at Warren Creek owned by Isaac 
Minor and Isaac Cullberg.  The first deed for the A&M Line was acquired on July 2, 1881, from 
John Warren by Arcata Transportation Company, predecessor of the A&MRR Co.  A&MRR Co. 
incorporated on July 29, 1881, and was the grantee for all subsequent deeds.  The second phase 
of right-of-way acquisition occurred in 1883, from Warren Creek to Korbel, to provide rail 
connection to the lumber mill at Korbel.  Additional deeds were acquired along the line over 
time for various purposes. 
 
A significant addition occurred in 1948 when A&MRR Co. acquired the deeds from the Minor 
Railroad which ran parallel to the A&M Line between Korblex and Warren Creek.  The Minor 
Railroad intersected with the NWP line at Minor’s Junction in [3] and diverged south from the 
A&M line in [9].  Index area [9] includes the intersection of two railroads (the original A&M 
Line which extended easterly along the Mad River and the Minor Railroad which extended 
southeasterly along Warren Creek) and two county roads (West End Road and Warren Creek 
Road). 
 
A survey was performed in 1881 by F.E. Herrick for the A&M Line situated within index areas 
[1] through [9], and several deeds from 1881 make reference to this survey.  The field book from 
this survey is on file at the Humboldt County Surveyors Office.  A map of the survey was not 
located. 
 
A map depicting the A&M Line and associated property was prepared by Belcher in 1903, likely 
associated with the sale of the A&M Line from the Korbel family to Northern Redwood Lumber 
Co.  The map references a title abstract volume that presumably contained information on the 
right-of-way parcels, however this volume was not located.  Annotations on the map appear to 
have been added after 1912. 
 
 
2.4 Annotated Timeline of Major Events 
 

Year Event Index 
1855 - 1881 Land patents conveyed from federal government to 

private (non-railroad) owners within the study area 
[1] – [33] 

July 2, 1881 First deed for A&M Line acquired by Arcata 
Transportation Co. 

[7] – [9] 

1881 First phase of deed acquisition by A&MRR Co., from 
Korblex (Dolly Varden Mill) to Warren Creek (Isaac 
Minor’s Mill). 

[1] – [9] 

December 29, 1881 A&MRR Co. acquired assets of Arcata Transportation 
Co. (4 Deeds 597) 

- 

1882 A&MRR Co. purchased by Korbel family - 

1883 Second phase of deed acquisition by A&MRR Co., from 
Warren Creek to Korbel. 

[9] – [33] 
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1896 Eureka & Klamath River Railroad (owned by John 
Vance) acquired deeds to relocate its railroad from the 
north bank of the Mad River to the south bank at “Minor 
Junction” and ran parallel to the A&M Line between [1] 
and [3]. 

[1] - [3] 

1903 Northern Redwood Lumber Co. purchased A&MRR Co. 
and the mill in Korbel. 

- 

1911-1913 Deeds acquired by Minor Railroad (Warren Creek 
Railroad) for line situated parallel and north of A&M 
Line from [3] though [9] to build a railroad leading to 
Minor’s Granite Quarry. 

[3] – [9] 

1914 Bridge activity, new deeds from Vance and Wood to 
improve the approach curve. 

[12] – [13] 

1948 Minor Railroad (Warren Creek Railroad) conveyed to 
A&MRR Co. by George C. Minor and Isaac S. Minor 
(Isaac Minor’s sons) 

[4] – [9] 

1956 A&MRR Co. acquired by Simpson Timber Co.  

1988 A&MRR Co. acquired by Eureka Southern Railroad Co.; 
right-of-way quitclaimed to bankruptcy trustee Jerry 
Gregg (Book 1895 O.R., Page 1149) 

 

1992 Quitclaim from bankruptcy trustee Jerry Gregg to NCRA 
(1992-9029-3) 

 

 
2.5 Detailed Discussion 
 
Index Area 26 
 
In 1883, a 30-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land” and “a grant for a right of way for a 
railroad”) was acquired from C. Chartin (8 Deeds 693), spanning Chartin’s property from A. 
Norton’s ranch on the northwest to McCahan’s ranch on the southeast.  The right-of-way is 
located “on or as near as practicable the present line of survey as now located” by A&MRR Co. 
in 1882-1883.   This deed completely encompasses the railroad corridor from the beginning of 
this project in Index Area 26 through the end of Index Area 29, with the exception of a very short 
stretch of the corridor which passes through Index Area 27 owned by William Scott in 1883 
 
Index Area 27 
 
In 1883, a 30-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land” and “a grant for a right of way for a 
railroad”) was acquired from William M. Scott (9 Deeds 21), spanning Scott’s property from 
where the line leaves the land of A. Norton on the west to where it strikes the land of Chartin on 
the east.  The right-of-way is located “on or as near as practicable the present line of survey as 
now located” by A&MRR Co. in 1882-1883. 
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Title research would be necessary to verify if Norton had purchased land from Chartin in Index 
Area 26 between 1881 and the time of this deed.  This study assumes it was a simple error in the 
deed to refer to Norton’s land in the west rather than Chartin’s land (Norton and Chartin are both 
adjacent to Scott, but the corridor goes through the original patent of Chartin, not Norton.) 
 
Index Areas 28 & 29 
 
See Index Area 26 
 
Index Areas 30 & 31 
 
In 1883, a 30-foot-wide right-of-way (“a grant for a right of way for the purpose of a railroad”) 
was acquired from Daniel H. McCahan (9 Deeds 125), “over and across” McCahan’s property in 
the County of Humboldt.  The right-of-way is located next to and along the side of the right-of-
way granted to George W. Chandler in August, 1882 (6 Deeds 205.) 
 
The deed to A&MRR Co. does not specify which side of the Chandler right-of-way, but the 
Chandler right-of way is specified to be along the base of the bluff and within 2 rods of the base 
of the bluff (the intention is clear that McCahan wanted to preserve as much of the bottom land 
as possible.)  This study assumes the A&MRR Co. right-of-way was along the south side of the 
Chandler right-of-way.  Records of survey show the A&MRR Co. railroad corridor through 
Index Area 30, no mapping found through Index Area 31. 
 
Index Areas 32 & 33 
 
In 1883, a 30-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land” and “a grant for a right of way for railroad 
purposes”) was acquired from Patrick Larkin (8 Deeds 695), spanning Larkin’s property from 
where the line leaves the land of D. McCahan on the west to where it strikes the land of Cutten & 
Stalder on the east.  The right-of-way is located “as near as practicable on the line as now 
surveyed and staked” by A&MRR Co. in 1882-1883. 
 
No mapping was located for this relatively un-subdivided land, other than the Belcher Map by 
Herrick for A&MRR Co. in 1903, which clues us in on some radius points on the curves and 
general lie of the corridor.  This compares favorably with recent NAIP aerial photography. 
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Deeds 
(1883) Book 9 of Deeds, Page 21 - Scott (30’) 

 
 
 
 

Maps 
13 RS 97 

60 RS 143 
33 PM 75-76 
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AP Maps 
Book 025, Page 12 
Book 025, Page 11 
Book 025, Page 10 

 

Original Patent 
William M. Scott, 8/30/1875 (BLM# CACAAA 140974) 
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Deeds 
(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 693 - Chartin (30’) 

 
 

 

Maps 
1 RM 60, 16 RS 82, 8 PM 1, 
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24 PM 108, 33 PM 52-53, 
12 RM 82-83, 11 PM 57 
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Original Patent 
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