Honey Bee Swarms
Reporting & Recovery
REPORTING A BEE SWARM
If you have sighted a swarm of honeybees, or have bees in your house or other
structure, please contact a beekeeper quickly to recover and save the bees

Call the Swarm Dispatch at (707) 599-7973
On the web at Humboldtbeekeepers.org

What is a “Bee Swarm”
In the springtime, abundant flowers produce nectar and
pollen that provide nutrition for growing domestic honey bee
colonies living in our community. As the colonies naturally
expand their numbers, they will eventually outgrow their hive
or tree hollow and a swarm with the old queen and about
two-thirds of the bees leave, Swarming is a natural event in
the life of a bee colony It’s a good sign, indicating that the
colony is strong enough to divide. In this way, the bee colony
reproduces, leaving behind a new queen with bees in the old
hive. The swarm consists of thousands of worker bees
surrounding their queen, keeping her warm and safe. As they
fly to secure a new home, When the swarm finds a place to
rest or settle, often in gardens or buildings of the local
community a problem arises for people. Honey bees are
domestic, originally imported from Europe.
There are many native bees in the area also, but they behave
differently from domestic honey bees.

What to Do if You See a Swarm of Bees
It is important to stay calm, give them space and keep the area clear and quiet until the beekeeper arrives.

PLEASE DO NOT SPRAY THE BEES WITH ANYTHING!
Especially insecticides, but do not even spray them with water.
This endangers the bees, yourself and the beekeeper.
Honey bees are typically gentle and not aggressive when swarming

IDENTIFY IF YOU CAN: Bees or Wasps?
Try to determine that you have domestic honey bees and not another beneficial insect. Bees and wasps differ greatly in
appearance. Wasps are more slim-bodied, have slender legs and their body appears non-hairy and shiny. The difference is
important, and if you can try to confirm whether you have a honey bee swarm or a wasp/hornet nest… There are also
beekeepers with the ability to remove wasp nests.

BEES
Bees are more full-bodied, hairy
and appear to be fuzzy- this helps
them collect and disseminate
pollen. A honey bee swarm is a
dense cluster of moving bees

WASPS/HORNETS
Wasps have slender legs and their
body appears non-hairy and shiny.
Mainly carnivorous.
Often ground or paper nests.
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OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
WHEN YOU SEE A HONEY BEE SWARM
ESTIMATE THE SIZE OF THE SWARM
How large is the cluster of bees? Is it the size of a softball? grapefruit?, basketball?
LOCATION OF THE SWARM
Please note the address where the swarm is (preferably with a nearby cross street). Note the actual position of the bee swarm.
Are they in a tree, on a fence or structure; how far off of the ground? Are there any hazards the beekeeper should be aware of?
(Near a utility line?, above a thorny plant?, soft soil?, steep incline? etc), Will extra equipment be needed to retrieve the bees?
How long have the bees been there?
The amount of time a swarm has been landed greatly affects the ability of a beekeeper to catch the swarm before they move on,
The survival of the bees is at stake, and a swarm which has been lingering for a day will be getting restless.
If they're not on your property, and in a neighbor's yard, please provide contact details for that neighbor A beekeeper can't enter someone else's property without permission. The property owner or tenant should be notified.

KEEPING BEES SAFE
When a colony of honey bees does swarm, there are risks to the bees as they are vulnerable without shelter and they
often do not survive. Act quickly, It can be difficult for them to find a safe location. When the swarm finds a place to
rest or settle, it is often in the gardens or buildings of the local community and this can present a problem for people.
An experienced beekeeper can intervene, rescue the swarm and rehive the bees, providing them with a safe home.
As for rescue, time is of the essence as climate, predators and other threats can be fatal to the exposed bees.

THE BEEKEEPER'S ROLE
The goal of the beekeeper is to manage the bees carefully in the springtime to prevent a swarm by providing
additional space or dividing a hive at the right time, to relieve pressure or establish a new hive. This is part of the art
and science of beekeeping - manage the growing colony before it reaches its limits within the hive. But conditions
are variable, timing essential, and sometimes the bees can get ahead of the beekeeper. There are also feral,
unmanaged domestic honey bees in the area that have successfully found shelter, and swarm annually.

STRUCTURAL EXTRACTIONS / CUTOUTS
Not all beekeepers perform “cutouts or “structural extractions” If the bees are within a structure, this may not be a
swarm, but often an established colony of bees. In this case, you need a beekeeper and or contractor who will be
equipped to handle structural extractions, expertise may be needed to collect the bee colony. Communication on
expectations of the homeowner is very important and the individuals should clarify issues. A release of liability and/or
contract with the property owner as to what is expected in terms of bee removal, or other work is recommended.
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Beekeeper collecting a swarm, they will
be re-housed in a hive, ensuring their
survival
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Beekeepers inspecting a hive,
Good management is key to healthy bees.

Honey bees are critical to the food supply,
providing pollination services to agriculture
and biodiversity throughout the world

The Swarm Response effort is a community service coordinated by the Humboldt County Beekeepers Association.
Beekeepers responding to swarms are operating independently and are not endorsed by the HCBA. Be sure to
clarify any access issues and liability, or charges if bee extraction involves an interior structure
that might require construction expertise.
There is typically no charge for a beekeeper to capture a swarm that is in a yard, garden or open space.
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