CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MEASURE Z
EXPENDITURES
(Advisory Committee will make recommendations to the Humboldt County Board of
Supervisors as to expenditure of funds derived from Measure Z.)

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

:REcc lVED

FEB 1 9 2015
Agency Name:

Humboldt County Public Works

Mailing Address:

1106 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501

Contact Person:

Thomas K. Mattson

Title:

Telephone:

707-445-7491

E-mail address: tmattson@co.humboldt.ca.us

CAo
Public Works Director

1. AMOUNT OF MEASURE Z FUNDING REQUESTED FOR FY 2016-17: $ 50,000

2. ENTITY TYPE -- Please check appropriate box.
a. Humboldt County Department

x

b. Contract Service Provider to Humboldt County

0

c. Local Government Entity

0

d. Private Service Provider

0

e. Non-Profit Service Provider

0

f. Other

0

3. Please provide brief description of proposal for which you are seeking funding.
Illegal dumping in Humboldt County is not only a concern to the health and safety of the public, but it also
adversely affects the environment, including our waterways. Illegal dumping in our County often become
hazards to drivers, pedestrians and the environment. Humboldt County Public Works is seeking funding to
assist in the identification and removal of non-hazardous and hazardous illegal dumping that is currently taking
place within the County. Costs would cover staff time, equipment and dumping fees associated with cleaning
these sites up. Funding for new staff positions are not being requested at this time. Cleanup for dumping or
spills that are determined to be "hazardous" would be contracted out to entities that are qualified to
appropriately cleanup and dispose of these materials.
4. Measure Z funding is scheduled to "sunset" in 2020. How are you developing a plan for sustainability,
including diversification of funding sources, in order for your proposal to carry on without reliance on future
Measure Z funds?
Currently, cleanup of illegal dumping and hazardous spills in Humboldt is being funded out of existing road ,
park maintenance funds as well as other government funds. These current duties are unfunded and therefore
funds are being exhausted that should be going towards keeping our public roads adequately maintained and
our parks safe to visit and enjoy. Humboldt County Public Works is currently seeking several opportunities for

supplemental funding in the way of grants. partnerships, and additional staff hiring dependent on future
budgets. Partnering with HWMA on reduced disposal fees is one example being explored as a means of being
able to sustain the ongoing need for cleaning up illegal dumping that occurs on public property.
Public Works is currently working with the County Department of Environmental Health on streamlining the
communication and process for identification of non-hazardous versus hazardous materials; responsibility of
cleanup; and the proper methodology for disposal. Many options may be available to both Departments in
providing assistance and cost share opportunities. Some of these include: possible enforcement actions
against those responsible for illegal dumping; finding a means for reimbursement of costs by way of issuing
fines to those determined to be responsible; working with the District Attorney's office on prosecution and fine
administration ; and collaborating on public outreach on illegal dumping. Funding may be available through
fines assessed by State and Federal agencies associated with illegal grow operations that cause
environmental damage.
All resources and opportunities are being explored by Public Works in obtaining funding in the near future that
would assist in covering the costs associated with illegal dumping and hazardous waste spills. By
supplementing these costs now, Public Works can focus on a plan for sustainability in the near future, while
immediately providing an elevated level of public service and safety.
5. If this request is for the continuation, or expansion, of an existing program/service, what is the current
source of fund ing for that program/service?
As mentioned above, costs associated with illegal dumping and hazardous waste spills comes out of the Public
Works roads, parks maintenance funds currently budgeted and other government funds . Currently,
expenditures on illegal dumping cleanup is taking away funds and resources needed for the everyday
maintenance of our County roads and parks.
6. If you are awarded Measure Z funds , how will you use them to leverage additional grants, contributions, or
community support?
As previously mentioned, Public Works is currently exploring possible grant funding and partnering
opportunities. Measure Z funds could assist in leveraging grant funding opportunities and/or partner
participation. The Department of Public Works strongly believes that the community currently views illegal
dumping in our County as a safety issue. Public Works trusts the community would overwhelmingly support
Measure Z funds being appropriated to assist with cleaning up these sites and not having these costs
expended from the already underfunded maintenance funds required to keep our roads and parks safe.
Measure Z funds are a result of both the population of Humboldt County as well as folks from outside the
County paying sales taxes on purchases. These same people use our County roads and enjoy our County
parks. Illegal dumping is a problem that affects all of those who live and visit Humboldt County, and Measure Z
funds can help facilitate a solution!
7. Will this proposal require new or expanded activity on the part of another entity to be fully functional and
effective? If so, please describe.
Not necessarily. However, when it comes to hazardous waste cleanup (including oil and gasoline spills from
auto accidents), the Public Works Department does not have staff qualified to do so. Cleanup of hazardous
materials spills and illegal dumps require personnel specialized in hazardous materials identification and the
proper use of personal protective equipment to ensure worker safety. Hazardous materials cleanups also
require specialized equipment, specific hazardous materials cleanup supplies, and proper handling and
disposal practices for protection of human health and the environment. Therefore, there might be cases where
there will be a need for funding for specialized contractor services of hazardous materials cleanup. The funding
would be to offset the cost-burden to Public Works for contractor services. These services would not be new
per se, but would be needed to make the illegal dumping and hazardous spill cleanup program fully functional
and effective.

..

ATTACHMENTS-Please include the following with your application

Proposal Narrative: Brief description of your request for Measure Z funds - Please explain how it is an
essential service or for public safety. (one page maximum)
Program Budget

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above statements
and all attachments are true and correct

DATE:
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SUBMIT THIS APPLICATION TO:
Humboldt County Citizens' Advisory Committee on Measure Z Expenditures
c/o County Administrative Office
825 Fifth Street, Suite 111
Eureka, CA 95501-1153.

Measure Z Application for Funding
Project Narrative: Illegal Dumping & Hazardous Waste Cleanup Program
Humboldt County Department of Public Works
Each one of us has seen illegal dumping and many of us have been personally affected by it. The most common
place to find illegal dumping is along our County roads, within our County parks and on river bars and beaches.
Old TV sets, computers, sofas, chairs, mattresses, paint cans, garbage bags containing unknown materials, and
even cars. Abandoned or dumped along a roadway pullout; or along the shoulder; down the hillside; next to a
stream; at a campground; within a parking area; or along the beach. Illegal dumping is a serious problem that
affects the health and safety of all of us, and our environment. What first may start off as a small dumping of a
single item can grow into a large dumpsite within days. Why does it seem that some of these sites last for
weeks or even months? Whose responsibility is it to clean these sites up? Who pays to clean these dumpsites
up? What if there are hazardous wastes at one of these sites? Unfortunately, there are not simple answers to
these questions surrounding the issue of illegal dumping. Humboldt County Public Works is seeking to change
that.
Humboldt County Public Works currently takes on much of the burden of identifying, assessi ng, cleaning up
and disposing of most illegal dumping and hazardous material spills occurring on County roads and parks.
This includes gasoline and oil spills from automobile accidents. There is currently no funding to do this. Cost
incurred from cleaning up these sites comes out of the general maintenance funds for County roads and parks.
Garbage cleanup and dumping fees is a major expenditure affecting the annual budget for County parks.
Considerable staff time and resources are spent attending to illegal dumps and hazardous material spills - all
of which takes these resources away from the much-needed daily maintenance efforts. Instead of a County
road crew spending time and resources on patching pot holes, or ditch cleaning, or culvert repair - they are
instead spending valuable time and resources taking care of illegal dumps. Deferring the maintenance needs of
our public roads and parks becomes a safety issue for the public. The illegal dump or hazardous material spi ll
is in itself a risk to public safety. Materials from illegal dumps find their way onto our roadways, bikeways, and
parks thus becoming hazards. Hazardous waste also finds its way into our streams, groundwater and water
systems, thus becoming public safety concerns. The longer these sites remain unclean, the higher risk to public
health and safety they become.
As it is now. Public Works policy is to respond to illegal dumps only if they impose an immediate risk to public
safety. Most small dumpsites or spills do not meet this criteria, but there still needs to be an initial response to
determine if 1) the dump is within County right-of-way or park property and 2) assess whether or not there
may be hazardous materials. Unfortunately Public Works staff are not qualified to actually make the
determination that something is hazardous or how it will be cleaned up and disposed of. Cleanup of hazardous
materials spills and illegal dumps require personnel specialized in hazardous materials identification and the
proper use of personal protective equipment to ensure worker safety. Hazardous materials cleanups also
require specialized equipment, specific hazardous materials cleanup supplies, and proper handling and
disposal practices for protection of human health and the environment. When a determination cannot be
made, these sites may remain unattended for days, weeks, or even months.
Humboldt County Public Works is seeking Measure Z funding to help facilitate a much-needed illegal dump
and hazardous waste cleanup program. Public Works currently does not have the funding or resources
avai lable to fight the war on the illegal dumping problem that has been steadily growing over the years. With
dumping fees increasing; the shortage of container sites in rural areas; lack of enforcement or penalties for
perpetrators; absence of education and public outreach; illegal dumping is becoming more apparent and with
no end in sight.
Humboldt County Public Works strongly believes that the community currently views illegal dumping in our
County as a safety issue. Public Works trusts the community would overwhelmingly su pport Measure Z funds
being appropriated to assist with cleaning up these sites and not having these costs expended from the already
underfunded maintenance funds required to keep our roads and parks safe. More specifics of the proposed
program are outlined in application for Measure Z funding. Additionally, more information can be provided to
the Citizen's Advisory Committee upon request.

Budget
County of Humboldt Public Works Department
2/ 18116

Date :

Amounts

Descriptions

Approved Budget

Rema ining Balance

A Personnel Costs
L~

Title:
Salary and Benefits
Calculation:

0.00

I

--~,

Duties Description
Title:
Salary and Benefits
Calculation.

r

Duties Description

0

l

Title·
Salary and Benefits
Calculation:

0

I

Duties Descriotion:

L--~·-

Title:
Salary and Benefits
Calculation

0

Duties Descriotion.

Total Personnel:

0.00

0.00

0.00

B. Ooerational Costs IRent, Utilities, Phones etc.I
Title

Descriotion.

L__

Title

Description

I

Title.

Descriotion.
I

Title

Description

Total Operating Costs:
1100298-3143

0

0

0

0

0

lies and Consumab les should be se a rate

C. Consumables/Su

Title· Illegal Dump Clean-up

8000

Spill kits for 50 road d ivision vehicles (absorbent pillows, socks. spillow
Descri tion mats. absorbent material
1100298-3143

2000

Title: Illegal Dump Clean-up
Facility spill kits lor 10 maintenance facilities (absorbent pillows, socks.
Descri tion: s illow mats. absorbent materials. la e absorbent berms

1100298-3143

Title Illegal Dump Clean-up
Garbage bin rental and disposal fees for illegally dumped garbage,
Oescri tion. communit clean-u s b various a encles
Title.

Descri tion·

Total Consumab le/Supplies:

0

• r

Budget
County of Humboldt Public Works Department
2/18/16

Date :

Descriptions

Amounts

Rema ining Balance

Approved Budget

D. Transp0rtatlon/Travel (Local and Out-of-Countv should be separate)
TiUe·

Oescliotion:
n11e.

Description:

l

Title:

Description:
Total TransporatlonJTravel Costs:

0

0

0

Total Other Costs:

0

0

0

Total:

50.000.00

E. Fixed Assets
Title.

Description:

I

Title:

Description:

