“Jobs, Housing & Property Rights”
May 23, 2011
Mr. Mark Lovelace, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
Humboldt County
825 Fifth Street
Eureka, California 95501
Subject:

Municipal Advisory Councils
Community Advisory Committees

Dear Chairman Lovelace and Members of the Board:
We commend the McKinleyville Community Services District Board, for promoting a Municipal Advisory
Council, as a means to provide public services coordination with the County, for McKinleyville residents.
California Code 31010 provides: “The board of supervisors of any county may by resolution
establish and provide funds for the operation of a municipal advisory council for any
unincorporated area in the county to advise the board on such matters which relate to that area
as may be designated by the board concerning services which are or may be provided to the area
by the county or other local governmental agencies, including but not limited to advice on
matters of public health, safety, welfare, public works, and planning.”
We were pleased to see Supervisor Sundberg put the item on the agenda for your meeting tomorrow,
May 24, 2011. (McKinleyville CSD’s April 25, 2011 letter to Supervisor Sundberg is attached.)
In addition, it is important that Planning Staff bring back to your Board as you directed, their proposed
Work Plan for establishing Community Advisory Committees. At your April 12, 2011, you passed the
following motion:
“Move staff recommendations, include under Item 3, that it state: Direct staff to implement
recommended outreach efforts and respond to resent letters of concern received from cities and
tribes, and include discussions of zoning proposals, second units, of course tribal housing and
voluntary rezoning along with that, flexible zoning. In addition, look at a range of options that
would include more definitive public participation, either through select committees, or through
an advisory group. That last portion, they would bring back for further discussion by the Board.
Come back with a work plan to implement what’s discussed under Item 4.”
We urge you to include this item on the agenda for your next meeting, June 7, 2011.
Over eleven (11) years have been devoted to the General Plan Rewrite, without the advantage of these
Advisory Committees. The result has been costly and unsuccessful. It is imperative your Board initiate
these committees before further time transpires.
Sincerely,

Kay Backer
Kay Backer, representing
Humboldt Economic & Land Plan
cc:

Board of Supervisors
Planning Commissioners
Phillip Smith-Hanes, County Administration Officer
Wendy Chaitin, County Counsel
Carolyn Ruth, Assistant County Counsel
Kirk Girard, Community Development Services Director
Michael Richardson, Senior Planner
Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board
Siana Watts , Planning Commission Clerk
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