HUMBOLDT COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL
Appointed by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
Supported by
Public Works, Natural Resources Planning
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
1106 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501
PHONE
(707)
267-9542
Meeting
Summary

Humboldt County Fire Safe Council Meeting – May 19, 2022
A Humboldt County Fire Safe Council (HCFSC) meeting was held on May 19, 2022 via Zoom. The HCFSC was
appointed by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (BOS) to guide maintenance and implementation of the
Humboldt County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).
Fire Safe Council Members Attending:
**Ali Freedlund, Lower Mattole Fire Safe Council/Mattole
Restoration Council
Allan Wiegman, California State Parks, North Coast Redwoods
District
Chris Ramey, CAL FIRE, Humboldt-Del Norte Unit
Elicia Goldsworthy, Humboldt County Prescribed Burn
Association
Jill Demers, Humboldt County Resource Conservation District
Kai Ostrow, Briceland Fire Department and Southern Humboldt
Technical Rescue
Lenya Quinn-Davidson, UC Cooperative Extension, HumboldtDel Norte UCCE
Lyn Javier, Van Duzen Watershed Fire Safe Council
Manny Mello, George Petersen/Northwest Insurance
Mike Miles, Humboldt Redwood Company
Nick Pape, Southern Humboldt Fire Chiefs’ Association, Shelter
Cove Fire Department
Rod Mendes, Yurok Tribe/Yurok Fire Department

Fire Safe Council Alternates Attending:
Blaze Shannon, Willow Creek Fire Safe Council
Brita Goldstein, Green Diamond Resource Company
Brittany Patterson, Six Rivers National Forest
Jason Butcher, CAL FIRE, Humboldt-Del Norte Unit
Jeff Stackhouse, Humboldt County Prescribed Burn
Association
Jennifer Renner, CAL FIRE, Humboldt-Del Norte Unit
Nancy Bailey, Orleans/Somes Bar Fire Safe Council/Mid
Klamath Watershed Council
Non-Voting Agency Liaisons Attending:
**Cybelle Immitt, Humboldt County Public Works Director
Designee
Ehny (Brittany) Patterson, Six Rivers National Forest Alt.

Public and Agency Representatives Attending:
**Julia Cavalli, Humboldt County Public Works / Lead County
Coordinator
**Mitchell Danforth, Trees Foundation
Debra Harris, North Coast Air Quality Management District
Jaisy Scott, Six Rivers National Forest
Kathy Weber, Crooked Prairie & Southern Humboldt Fire Safe
Council
Kurt McCray, CAL FIRE Unit Chief
Michael Richardson, County Planning & Building
Rachel Ostrander, California Fire Safe Council Fellow
**Members of the County Coordination Team
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL
Meeting Summary
Humboldt County Fire Safe Council Meeting – May 19, 2022
1. Call to Order: Welcome, Zoom Orientation, Roll Call/Introductions, and Agenda Review
HCFSC Chairperson, Lenya Quinn-Davidson called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.
This meeting’s recording will be available online until it is replaced by the August meeting recording.
Per precedent set in previous Zoom meetings, the default for action items is for the Chair to ask for any objections. Where
consensus is not attainable, a roll call vote will be held.
2. Approval of the meeting Agenda and Minutes from the previous HCFSC meeting
•

Action: Review and Approve Minutes from the Previous HCFSC Meeting
o

Motion: Kai Ostrow motioned to approve the February HCFSC meeting minutes. Ali Freedlund
seconded the motion. Vote: None opposed.

3. Public Comments/Announcements/Correspondence
May is Wildfire Awareness Month and there are many events across the county including:
•
•
•

May 21, 11-1pm: Shelter Cove Firewise: Wildfire Evacuation Drill & Open House
May 21, 10-4pm: Orleans Community Chainsaw Safety & Fuels Reduction Workshop
May 28, 12-7pm: Redway Fire Department Deep Pit BBQ & Bake Sale

Manny Mello reminded all that he is a representative of the insurance industry on the HCFSC and offered himself as a
resource and gave a brief update on the poor outlook for insurance.
4. HCFSC Membership
•

•

•

Outgoing Members John Miller, John Evans, and David Soldavini were acknowledged for their individual
contributions to the HCFSC.
• Action: Authorize Chair to sign certificates of appreciation.
▪ Motion: Chris motioned to sign certs of appreciation. Seconded by Lyn Javier. Vote: None
opposed.
New members listed on the agenda were welcomed.
• Blaze Shannon, WCFSC and Ehny (Brittany) Patterson, USFS introduced themselves. Basho and Ben
were unable to attend.
In addition, County Planning & Building Direction John Ford has nominated Long Range Planning Supervising
Planner Michael Richardson, and Code Enforcement Manager Karen Meynell as alternate, to replace John
Miller. Staff will take this to the board to make it official.

5. County Coordination Team Update
Ali Freedlund and Mitchell Danforth were selected to join Cybelle and Julia on the County Coordination Team and
professional services agreements were finally fully executed on May 12, 2022. This program is supported by a grant
from the CA FSC with funding from CAL FIRE to support coordination of the HCFSC, and tracking of CWPP
implementation, as well as support for local groups, outreach & education, grant writing and other tasks. None of this
work has ever previously been directly (financially) supported until now.
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A. Workgroup membership review and update
a. We continue to plan our approach to reinvigorating the HCFSC CWPP Work Groups that correspond
to each of the Plan’s six Goal Areas and their Action Plans. We are planning to roll that out at the next
meeting in August after we’ve had more time to plan.
B. Recent trainings/workshops
a. Since the last meeting, we attended several gatherings focused on peer-learning and networking around
Fire Safe Councils. For example, several of us attend the Regional Coordinators’ meeting in April and
connected with our counterparts in Del Norte, Lake, and Mendocino and the Wildfire Resilience Task
Force meeting where we connected with Sonoma County.
b. We will continue building and learning from others to make the best out of this funding opportunity and
support work here in Humboldt County.
C. Outreach and Education: distributing online (eblast, website) and printed materials
D. Local wildfire mitigation group support in the form of Firewise development assistance and/or capacity
building/project planning provided to several communities including: Benbow, Salmon Creek, Palo Verde,
Garberville, Willow Creek, Fieldbrook, Liscom Hill.
a. Benbow and Salmon Creek are now officially Firewise! See Firewise Community webpages for Benbow and Salmon
Creek.
E. Interorganizational Coordination & Collaboration: engaging with the North Coast Resource Partnership as part
of the Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program; sharing with Mendocino County our experience with CWPP
county approval process.
F. We are developing a contractor list for the public, an expansion of what the Southern Humboldt FSC recently
developed. Looking to help people find defensible space (vegetation management) and home hardening specialists.
Please send contact info if you have any additions for the list.
6. Updates: Humboldt County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)
Implementation/Maintenance and Associated Partner Activities
Implementation Updates
A. Disaster Preparedness
a. County OES Report
i. Julia for Ryan Derby, Emergency Services Manager, who was unable to attend: OES is
continuing to refine the Zonehaven zone descriptions to make them more easily
understood/recognizable. OES is working to establish a focus group of local law enforcement
to pre-identify potential road block and traffic control point locations for higher-risk zones for
internal use. Loss of a staff member may temporarily impact proactive outreach. (FSC
members are encouraged to continue getting the word out about Zonehaven and the
importance of “knowing your zone”, as well as Humboldt Alert as we approach fire season.)
ii. OES is in the final review process of a Mass Care Plan, with a goal of having the plan approved
within 1-2 months. Additionally, they’re working on a comprehensive rewrite of the County’s
Emergency Operation Plan (EOP). The current, 2015 version of the plan will remain with
some modifications in place until the new plan is adopted.
iii. Nick shared his experience working with Ryan and the Zonehaven team to refine the zones
identified for Shelter Cove and encouraged others to get in touch with Ryan if plans already
exist for your area. Customizable and easy to use.
b. Yurok OES: waiting on several grants, partnering with the Cultural Fire Management Council, several
veg management projects ongoing, sent personnel to the Calf Fire in New Mexico.
a. CAL FIRE Report (Chris Ramey): Precipitation projected to be abnormally low and temps abnormally
high. Growing season started early so it will dry out earlier in the season. Red flag warnings have
already begun in Sacramento area. HUU will be at peak staffing by the end of the month and will
continue work on various fuels reduction projects.
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i. Unit Chief McCray: HUU may be assigned an exclusive use helicopter in July due to state
budget increases. Planning to not suspend burning until July due to wet, snowy weather. Will
continue monitoring.
b. Public Works, Environmental Services (in collaboration with OES, Planning and Building, and the Public
Works Roads Division): Still waiting to hear back about Evacuation Planning grant app to the CA
FSC/CAL FIRE funded
i. Subsequent to this meeting we received notice that the grant app was selected for funding! An update
will be provided at the August meeting.
B. Wildfire Ignition Prevention
a. Fire ignition stats for HUU (incl. Del Norte) and CAL FIRE perimeters for 2021 now available
i. Ignition data attached:
1. Prevention bureau is analyzing the ignition data and will be developing customized
messaging and campaigns based on findings.
2. Undetermined often the leading cause (often there is some indication of what the
most likely cause it, though not possible to say definitively), as is the case this year.
Next is debris burning.
ii. 2021 fire perimeters now available from CAL FIRE FRAP (fires over 10 acres)
C. Fire Protection
a. Fire Services Committee Report (Cybelle)
i. Annexation/consolidation/formation updates
1. Garberville milestone: They have decided to move forward with a large annexation.
Working on developing a Facebook and webpage. Technically a consolidation because
they are absorbing Sprowel Creek and adding a station in Benbow. The next step is a
meeting of the district board in early June to adopt a resolution of application to the
Local Agency Formation Commission. See attached talking points for more details.
2. Salmon Creek milestone: notice of intent to apply for fire protection district
formation published in the newspaper. Collecting signatures on a district formation
petition from community to move forward. See attached talking points for more
details.
3. Voters will be asked to approve a special fire tax to provide sustainable funding (both
Salmon Creek and Garberville).
4. Working with an Ad Hoc committee of the Board of Supervisors (BOS), Auditor
Controller, County Counsel and the County Administrative Office to develop a tax
sharing agreement for both Salmon Creek and Garberville (BOS approved approach in
2019).
5. Willow Creek: Looking to diversify portfolio of revenue sources and potentially
update/replace old tax that is no longer serving needs and meeting increasing costs.
Also have a much larger service area than jurisdiction.
ii. Providing assistance with and creating a “tutorial” for preparing the annual charge lists (FPDs
with a special tax). If not done consistently or comprehensively each year, departments can
miss out on critical revenue.
iii. Southern Humboldt Chiefs’ Association President Nick emphasized that a tax base is a lifeline
especially for those without the capacity to pursue grants. Majority of firefighters are
volunteer, and those numbers are dropping here and nationwide. Can’t be understated
importance of ongoing support.
b. Annual Report Update/Reminder: Progress update and request for help from members to encourage
departments to participate (Deadline is MONDAY!)
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D. Wildfire Preparedness
a. CAL FIRE DSI update
i. In the process of hiring again. DSI positions continue to turnover frequently. Shelter Cove and
Benbow were completed recently. DSI are also collecting storm damage info in Willow Creek.
ii. HUU staff will keep this group updated on DSI application deadlines. Please share the
opportunity with potential candidates.
b. Lower Mattole FSC Update
i. May 28 – Cabaret! NEST Alternative Communications System benefit. Skits and auction.
ii. July 30 – Roll on the Mattole (still COVID dependent). Honeydew Fire benefit and Firewise
day. Mattole Grange – music and fun!
iii. Biochar kiln demo – successfully created biochar with new kiln
iv. Fire & Fuels – steadily making progress on Bull Creek roadside fuels reduction with support
from County Roads. Very helpful with traffic safety.
c. Southern Humboldt FSC Update
i. Formed a PODS committee
ii. PG&E, responding to requests from Supervisor Michelle Bushnell for better communication,
has provided a staffed hotline for residents to call for problems, questions, etc. with the
vegetation management program (Hotline: 707-449-5859). Several local groups, including the
SHFSC, have received a lot of questions, concerns, and complaints about PG&E and are
engaged in community advocacy; SHFSC is working on sourcing materials that accurately
explain landowners’ rights in this process.
iii. Kathy – many local groups forming; Southern Humboldt FSC able to provide some guidance:
Whale Gulch, Greater Palo Verde Fire Safe Council, Cathey Road, Whitethorn, Benbow,
Salmon Creek, Garberville, Telegraph Ridge
d. Van Duzen Watershed FSC Update
i. May 21st: Workshop on Biochar and Sunday B-CERT meeting – training on two-way radios and
exposure to HAM radios.
ii. July 9th (potentially): Van Duzen Watershed FSC meeting
iii. August 20th 11-5pm: Bridgefest community center fundraiser at Bridgeville Elementary School.
Raffle with great prizes.
e. Orleans-Somes Bar FSC Update
i. Chipping day, Firewise activities, flurry of events! Residents are concerned about wildfire – 40
participants in local FSC meeting (unusual); PG&E caused controversy continuing to generate
questions and concerns.
ii. Will Harling represented PODs planning at the Task Force Meeting. Beginning to engage with
CAL FIRE executive staff. Also engaging with Tribes on PODs development.
iii. Large scale CEQA effort – CEQA-caused delays have been very challenging, large gap between
planning and implementation; working on tiering off of CAL VTP PTEIR for 35,000 acres for an
approved set of activities.
f. Willow Creek FSC Update
i. Chipper Program has been running full tilt: 15 residents served in Trinity Acres and South
Fork Road – lots of storm damage that needs to be addressed. Moving away from treating
single parcels and into neighborhood scale projects.
ii. Membership Drive this Saturday at Firewise Day – tabling, presentations, kids’ events, main
fundraiser for WCFSC.
iii. Seeking to build capacity and align interests. Working with an advisory group to retool grant
proposals and in particular, find ways to fund operational costs of the Chipper Program.
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iv. John Evans working with Area 1 Agency on Aging – developing a demonstration of need to the
BOS
g. Hoopa FSC Update (absent)
h. County Project Updates
i. More Preparing Your Home for Wildfire brochures now available at the North Coast Air
Quality Management District Office in Eureka. FSC members are encouraged to pick up a
bundle to share with their networks/communities.
ii. Hazardous Fuels Reduction Interest Form: New means of identifying landowners who are
good candidates for services provided under our various grant projects, including FLASH,
Direct Defensible Space Assistance, chipping services, and other opportunities.
iii. FLASH update and contracting
1. FLASH continues to be in high demand and we’re steadily working towards our goals
countywide and particularly in areas of high fire hazard severity.
2. The new grant awards from CF and CFSC will allow us to serve an additional ~132
landowners and treat ~330 acres of defensible space around homes, access routes,
and other strategic locations. Working to update contractor agreements.
iv. County Public Works is standing by to hear back about CAL FIRE Prevention CWPP Phase V
application – chipper program focused on Southern Humboldt area, incl. Shelter Cove.
v. Continuing to implement an existing suite of grant projects with CAL FIRE and CA FSC
funding. They all include some combination of direct defensible space assistance, chipper days,
and roadside fuels reduction. Several contracts in development including one with the Trinity
County RCD for work in the Willow Creek Greater Area which includes neighborhoods
located in western Trinity County and they have crews ready to hit the ground. Working with
WCFSC to develop a scope of work for a coordinator to be boots on the ground and be
compensated for the work the volunteers have been doing. Developing an RFQ to develop a
pool of contractors to execute a variety of activities. Coordinating with CAL FIRE and USFS
partners.
vi. Developing a separate RFP for high-limb removal in collaboration with County Roads for the
Shelter Cove area. Funding secured by Roads Division, Environmental Services Division, and
Resort Improvement District being leveraged. Nick shared about the roadside work planned
and funded throughout Shelter Cove: 30 of 40 miles of road currently funded for treatment;
10 miles already treated (see attached map).
i. Humboldt RCD Update
i. Direct CAL FIRE Prevention Award – implementation of Redway shaded fuelbreak around the
town. Submitted app to State Coastal Conservancy to supplement. Using planning dollars for
Salmon Creek and Mail Ridge in collaboration with SHFSC.
ii. Technical assistance request submitted to the NCRP to help design Mail Ridge project.
Including roadside shaded fuel breaks.
iii. Willow Creek project – coordinating with Trinity County RCD. Developing an MOU with
TCRCD to help move work in Willow Creek forward.
E. Restoration of Beneficial Fire
a. 2022 Forest Health Grants Awards
i. RCD/So-hum collaboration – Mattole & Salmon Creek project funded at nearly $5M. Very
exciting!
1. Southern Humboldt Forest Health Collaborative – key for helping develop proposals;
Trees Foundation helping to facilitate
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2. Humboldt Redwood Company was also involved and interested in continuing with
pursuing funds for Mail Ridge. Mike Miles acknowledged MRC staff for their
partnership in proposal development as well.
ii. NCRP/Hum Co admin of direct award – $10M prototyping connection between planning and
implementation (of projects identified in the Regional Priority Plan for the North Coast
Region)
iii. RCAA – Redway also received an award in partnership with State Parks.
b. Humboldt Prescribed Burn Association (PBA)
i. In central and southern county, a great winter for burning. Members are beginning to burn on
their own with their families and fulfilling the vision of the PBA being landowner-led and selfsustaining. If rain keeps coming, we can afford more rangeland improvement through burning.
ii. Southern Humboldt Chapter: 230 acres burned recently over 12 days with 150 personnel –
lots of support from CAL FIRE and local government. Assisted with Save the
Redwoods/MRC’s project. Wildland Fire academy – helped them get experience in a more
controlled situation.
c. Local PBAs
i. Trinity Valley PBA – all but finalized non-profit status; board is working out by-laws and
insurance etc. and setting up for success. Pre-treatment very different than rangeland.
Assessing pre-treatment needs will be an important piece of the puzzle.
ii. Lenya and Jeff are organizing a PBA Leaders workshop in Santa Barbara next week – Kai and
Basho will be in attendance; training, networking, skill building
d. Tribal Prescribed/Cultural Burn Program Updates
i. Lenya shared about how proud we were to hear Margo Robbins and others speak about
cultural burning at the Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force meeting and noted that we
have the biggest leaders in cultural burning in the state.
e. CAL FIRE VMP/USFS Burn Programs
i. Struggled last year due to lack of grass (hesitation to burn limited feed). 100 acres burned on
Eaton Roughs earlier this year. Putting feelers out for burn partners this spring but mostly
focused on fall burning. Emphasis this spring is on fuels reduction.
f. USFS Update
i. Spring burning up in the air – did burn late May and early June last year.
g. Timber
i. HRC has 4 or 5 members on staff looking to gain experience in prescribed fire to build that
capacity for HRC.
h. Other Restoration of Beneficial Fire updates
i. County update:
1. Burn Practitioner RFP shared with the FSC is currently open through June 6th as part
of CFSC 2021 grant. Successful individual will queue up burn plans for implementation
by the PBA and others. Please share if you have someone in mind.
2. Reminder: NCRP Technical Assistance RFP for those who need help developing
projects – Rolling application periods will be ongoing/ Sign up for notices about this on
the NCRP website (https://northcoastresourcepartnership.org/)
3. Good Neighbor Authority agreement between the County of Humboldt and Six
Rivers – working on adding some project planning and NEPA support funds. Will likely
be looking to hire someone to help facilitate this work so we will have more shovel
ready projects and continue to develop partnership.
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ii. CAL FIRE collaborating with lots of PBAs, private landowners, and others. Wanted to give
kudos, it’s going well, even though CAL FIRE isn’t necessarily doing the burning, a lot is getting
done.
F.

Integrated Planning
a. Fire Safe Regulation update
i. The Board of Forestry has issued another proposed update to the SRA Fire Safe Regulations, scaling
back some of their originally proposed changes. Another version is currently out for review until May
27th. Internal review draft expected in June, and public review draft later this summer.
b. CAL FIRE Unit Plan
i. Plan is mostly complete. Currently under review by Unit Chief, then will be reviewed by Region and
finally, Sacramento. Jen will share link to where it gets posted (also will be posted to HCFSC website).
ii. Some input provided by County to update Humboldt County CWPP section. We will strive to get on
this earlier next year.

7. Confirm next meeting date and location and adjourn
• Next meeting will be August 18, 2022 (virtual).
• November meeting will be moved to the 10th to avoid conflict with Wildfire Resilience Task Force Meeting.
This will be a celebration of the HCFSC’s 20th anniversary. Considering an in-person, 2-4pm meeting with 46pm reception after. If you have ideas or want to be involved in planning, please reach out to Julia.

Attachments:
•
•
•

Item 6.B: 2021 CAL FIRE Ignition Data
Item 6.C: Fire Service Talking Points (Garberville and Salmon Creek)
Item 6.D.h: Shelter Cove Roadside Fuels Reduction Map
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Garberville Fire Protection District
Proposed Consolidation/Annexation and Special Tax
WHAT IS THE GARBERVILLE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT?


Garberville Fire Protection District (GFPD) is an independent, single purpose special
district formed in 1940.



GFPD is governed by a three (3) member Board of Directors who are elected by registered
voters that live within the boundaries of the District.



The District is authorized to provide the following community services within its
jurisdictional boundary:
o Fire protection.
o Rescue.
o Emergency medical (note that the majority of calls for service from the GFPD are for
vehicle accidents and medical aid).
o Other services relating to the protection of lives and property pursuant to the Fire
Protection District Law of 1987.



Services provided by the GFPD are supported by a portion of the property tax revenue paid
by property owners located within the boundaries of the District. Any services currently
provided outside of the District boundary are based on availability and supported by the
taxes paid by property owners within the District. The priority and responsibility of
District resources is to respond to incidents within its own jurisdiction.



GFPD uses its current allocation of tax revenue to support the Garberville Volunteer Fire
Department to provide community fire and rescue services. Garberville Volunteer Fire
Department is a 100% volunteer run organization and has an active crew of 17 dedicated
volunteers.



Currently, the GFPD boundary encompasses 1.1 square miles (704 acres) and includes the
town of Garberville and the old Wallen Ranch area. All of the parcels within the District
boundary are located in the State Responsibility Area (SRA).

1 | Page



Although GFPD resources are called upon to assist with wildfire suppression, the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, or CAL FIRE, is responsible for managing
wildfires in the SRA.



While it is not their primary responsibility, CAL FIRE will respond to community fire and
rescue emergencies when available. This is not a guaranteed service, particularly during
the wildfire season when state resources can be drawn down because of wildfires in other
areas.



It’s important to recognize that Southern Humboldt communities are served by a network
of small fire related districts and non-district affiliated fire companies which, out of
necessity, have well-coordinated mutual aid relationships. GFPD resources are no
exception and provide and receive mutual aid when needed. This is why you will often see
multiple fire departments and CAL FIRE resources responding to one incident, regardless
of whose jurisdiction it is in.

WHY IS CONSOLIDATION/ANNEXATION BEING PROPOSED?


Residential and commercial development around the town of Garberville has expanded
well beyond the GFPD boundary.
o This growth has resulted in a large area where there is a demand for community fire
protection and rescue services. This out of district response area includes territory
south of Garberville all the way to the County line, including the densely populated
community of Benbow; commercial and residential development to the north of
Garberville between the existing boundaries of the GFPD and the Redway Fire
Protection District; and scattered residential development to the east of Garberville
along Alderpoint Road, and to the west of Garberville along Sprowel Creek Road and
near the Garberville Airport.
o This area is currently outside of any local jurisdiction that is responsible for
providing community fire protection and rescue services (jurisdictional “no-man’sland”.
o GFPD resources are routinely called upon to respond, on a goodwill basis, to
emergencies within this area outside of its jurisdictional boundary.
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Approximately 56 percent of the population and over 90 percent of the land
area to which GFPD resources are dispatched as a primary community fire
and rescue responder, is located within this goodwill service area.



Over 50% of the District’s emergency responses are to locations within this
goodwill service area.



GFPD currently responds to calls in these areas but does not receive property
tax or other consistent and reliable revenue for providing the service.



GFPD must often call on neighboring departments to cover the Garberville
fire station or be on alert that District resources are responding out of their
jurisdiction.



Because of the demand for service from outside of its jurisdiction, GFPD is
proposing to annex its existing goodwill, out-of-district service area, consolidate

operations with the Sprowel Creek Volunteer Fire Company, and develop an
additional fire station in the Benbow area.


The GFPD and the Sprowel Creek Volunteer Fire Company are mutually interested in
officially merging their operations, through annexation, into one efficient, effective, and
sustainable emergency services system.
o The Sprowel Creek Volunteer Fire Company was established in 1998 and currently
provides community fire protection service to the Sprowel Creek/Nielson Ranch
area.
o The Sprowel Creek fire station would become a battalion of the GFPD; volunteers
from Sprowel Creek would train with and develop seamless interoperability with
volunteers and resources out of the Garberville fire station.
o This organizational change would support a regional district model, with an
improved economy of scale and associated benefits.
o This is a proactive, sustainable solution for meeting current and future fire and
emergency service needs for the area.



Times are changing and as the demands on local fire and rescue service providers are
increasing, it’s getting harder and harder to justify providing services to areas outside of
the GFPD boundary on a budget designed for a much smaller jurisdiction. Like many other
fire departments, the GFPD is facing growing challenges that include:
o Ever increasing mandatory requirements and standards.
o Limited volunteer recruitment and retention programs and incentives.
o Inadequate levels and types of training opportunities.
o Limited administrative capacity to address growing organizational requirements.
o Insufficient funding to cover growing expenses, including:


The replacement of aging safety equipment and apparatus,



Communication equipment and infrastructure improvements,



Insurance and worker’s compensation,



Training and certification for volunteers, and



Fire station maintenance and the growing need for an additional strategically
placed station to improve response times.



GFPD is also struggling under the pressure of ever-increasing training and performance
demands on volunteers and an increasing volume of calls.



None of these challenges will be easily overcome but members of the GFPD and Garberville
Volunteer Fire Department are continually working to prepare themselves and their
equipment to improve levels of community fire and rescue services and coordinated
wildfire prevention and suppression to meet demand.



Your help is also needed to overcome these challenges. Please join District representatives
in taking advantage of an opportunity to expand the GFPD boundaries to match the actual
response area and establish a reliable source of revenue to support services.
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WHY NOW?
To help address some of the challenges mentioned above the Humboldt County Fire Chiefs’
Association commits a portion of their annual Measure Z grant funding to provide ongoing
support for countywide fire service planning. These grant funds are supporting a technical team
that is available to help fire related districts through the district consolidation/annexation process
and will cover many of the associated expenses. Take advantage of this opportunity and help
ensure that all areas that receive service from the GFPD are included within the District
boundary.
IS MY PROPERTY WITHIN THE PROPOSED ANNEXATION AREA?


Please use this link1 to access an online map that shows the current district boundary and
the proposed annexation area; a simple map is also attached.



GFPD representatives developed a proposed annexation area to include the parcels where
their resources are most likely to be dispatched as the primary local emergency responder.
Accessibility was also a consideration and areas where the District did not think their
resources could reasonably get to were not included.



If successful, the proposed consolidation/annexation will result in a long-term communitybased and locally controlled revenue source to support the sustainable delivery of fire
protection services for the whole greater Garberville area.



It will be the registered voters who reside within the expanded boundary (the existing
district and the annexation area) who will vote on establishing a special tax to support
sustainable fire and rescue services (more on the proposed special tax below).

WHAT WILL THE PROPOSED CONSOLIDATION/ANNEXATION COST ME?


As mentioned above, GFPD services are supported by revenue received through a portion
of the property taxes currently being collected from within the current district boundary.
Unlike many other fire related districts, this is the only reliable revenue source supporting
the GFPD. It is common for districts to receive revenue from a portfolio of different sources
in order to support efficient, effective, and sustainable emergency services.



New Special Tax: A new revenue source will be required to support the GFPD’s ability to
build and sustain adequate community fire and rescue services for the entire area they are
currently being called upon to cover. To this end, an annual special tax will be proposed for
Assessor’s Parcels located entirely or partially within the expanded GFPD boundary, based
on land use types in the following manner:
Land Use Type
Vacant/Unimproved
Common Area
Single Family Residential, Hydrant Area

1

https://arcg.is/G9W0C
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Proposed
Annual Tax
$25.00
$75.00
$100.00

Land Use Type
Rural Residential, Non Hydrant Area
Mobile Home
Mobile Home Park
Multifamily Small (2-4 units)
Multifamily Medium (5-9 units)
Multifamily Large (10 + units)
Care Home
Commercial: Auto Repair, Gas Station, Office Medical
Office, Restaurant, Retail (up to 2000 sf), Miscellaneous,
Warehouse
Commercial: Retail (above 2000 sf), Retail (multitenant)
Commercial: Theater
Commercial: Hotel, Motel, Campground (up to 10 units)
Commercial: Hotel, Motel, Campground (11 to 19 units)
Commercial: Hotel, Motel, Campground (20 to 40 units)
Commercial: Hotel, Motel, Campground (over 40 units)
Industrial: Light
Industrial: Heavy
Non Taxable


Proposed
Annual Tax
$150.00
$100.00
$300.00
$200.00
$300.00
$450.00
$300.00
$300.00
$400.00
$450.00
$300.00
$450.00
$600.00
$750.00
$300.00
$500.00
$0.00

GFPD’s costs have outpaced current revenue. The costs of fire equipment and apparatus,
diesel fuel, and insurance typically increase from year to year at rates that exceed average
inflation.
o To ensure that the proposed special tax will retain its purchasing power in future
years, the special tax is proposed to include an inflationary clause allowing the GFPD
Board, through a publicly noticed process, to adjust the tax, if needed, by no more
than the cost of living as determined by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) prepared by
the United States Bureau of Labor, not to exceed five percent, by approving a
resolution at a public hearing.



GFPD is aiming for the March 7, 2023 general election to ask local registered voters to
approve the proposed special tax to support expanded, improved, and sustainable
community fire and rescue services.
o If the proposed special tax is approved by local voters (⅔ majority of votes cast), the
amount will appear on your annual property tax bill.
o Although these taxes are collected by the County, they do not go to the state like
property taxes; they are deposited in a fund for use by the District (nominal
processing and administration fees may be charged by the County to cover staff time
and costs associated with managing the fund).
o Initial estimates indicate that, if approved by registered voters, the special tax will
generate nearly $145,000 per year in revenue.
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Tax Exchange Agreement with the County: In addition to proposing the establishment of
a new special tax, GFPD is also working on a proposal to the County Board of Supervisors to
receive a portion of the property taxes already collected from within the proposed
annexation area to support expanded fire and rescue services through a property tax
exchange agreement.
o If those negotiations are successful and the agreement is approved by the Board of
Supervisors, it is estimated that it could generate approximately $200,000, in
addition to what is generated by the special tax.
o The revenue provided by this agreement between the District and the County will
come out of property taxes you already pay and will cost you nothing extra.

HOW WILL GFPD INVEST THE INCREASED REVENUE TO BENEFIT PUBLIC SAFETY?


The increased revenue will be used by GFPD to sustain and improve community fire and
rescue services by establishing the following ongoing programs and actions:
o A comprehensive volunteer recruitment and retention program to ensure that
volunteer firefighters will continue to be available to support high quality fire
protection services.
o Hiring part time administrative staffing to properly manage records and
expenditures.
o Hiring a daytime firefighter/EMT to ensure reduced response times (note that the
majority of the calls are for emergency medical services such as vehicle accidents
and general medical aid).
o Create a fund that will support the regular replacement of apparatus and
equipment, to ensure operational safety and effectiveness.
o Improve the existing Sprowel Creek fire station and support capacity building for
improved response in that area of the expanded District.
o Develop a new fire station in Benbow and support capacity building for improved
response in that area of the expanded District.
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Initially a fire engine may be strategically placed at a residence or other
secure location to allow a quicker response to incidents in the community of
Benbow. Current GFPD personnel will be staffing this engine as several live
in the Benbow area.



The goal will be to construct a fire station in Benbow once sufficient revenue
is accumulated, an appropriate site is selected, and environmental review
completed. This is a priority for the District within the first 3-5 years and
would allow GFPD to recruit and train new members from the community
that would staff and respond from the new Benbow station.



Having a station in Benbow will reduce GFPD’s response time by half which
will ensure a fast and effective first engagement of any fire or medical
emergency. Plans are to have the following equipment at the Benbow station:
one quick attack 4WD vehicle for medical aids, traffic collisions and rescue

related calls; one Type III pumper for structure and wildland fire events; and
one tactical 6WD water tender for wildland and structure fires.
HOW WILL CONSOLIDATION/ANNEXATION BENEFIT YOU?


If successful, the proposed consolidation/annexation will result in improved response
times and service quality for the whole expanded district, including areas within the
current district boundary.



For those of you who are currently located outside of the GFPD boundary, it may bring
peace of mind to be included in the district, receiving the associated dedicated services
rather than relying on goodwill services as available. It may also bring comfort to receive
an emergency response from trusted neighbors who become trained fire department
volunteers.



As a result of the widespread wildfires experienced the last couple years, fire insurance is
getting harder and harder to obtain if you choose to live in a rural area. Although there are
no guarantees, being located within the boundaries of a fire related district may greatly
benefit your ability to obtain fire insurance or keep the policy you already have.



In response to severe wildfire impacts and changes to state law, property can only be
subdivided if it is located within the boundaries of a fire-related district. Being located
within a fire district will allow you to develop or subdivide your parcel, if you choose to do
so, and it is consistent with Humboldt County General Plan and Zoning requirements.

HOW WILL CONSOLIDATION/ANNEXATION BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY AND THE EXISTING FIRE DEPARTMENT?


If successful, the proposed consolidation/annexation will result in a long-term communitybased and locally controlled revenue source to support the sustainable delivery of fire
protection services for the whole greater Garberville area.



GFPD would still rely on services provided primarily by volunteers, but the expanded
district will have more revenue to support volunteer recruitment and retention efforts,
increased training opportunities, and improved equipment.



Through a multi-year, phased budget allocation and fundraising process, services will be
provided from three fire stations, rather than just one. This will decrease response times
and inspire more community members to join the department if they can respond from
their own neighborhood fire station.

WHAT ARE THE STEPS IN THE CONSOLIDATION/ANNEXATION PROCESS?


Note that the following steps are not necessarily in sequential order.



Who’s responsible for what? The GFPD Board makes the decision to move forward with the
consolidation/annexation process; LAFCo reviews and considers approval of the boundary
change (contingent upon the approval of the associated revenue sources); the Board of
Supervisors considers approval of the tax exchange agreement with the GFPD (transfer of
existing taxes from County to GFPD); and the registered voters make the decision on
whether to approve the proposed new special tax.
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GFPD Board will hold a public hearing to approve a Resolution of Application to LAFCo:
o A notice will be circulated in a local publication and shared on social media 21 days
before the hearing.



The Annexation application will be submitted to LAFCo:
o Upon receipt, LAFCo will send a notice of filing to interested/affected agencies.
o Once the application is determined to be complete, a hearing date will be scheduled.
o A public notice will be issued 21 days in advance of the hearing.
o If written objections are received by the close of the hearing, a protest hearing will
be scheduled to take place in Garberville and another notice will be issued 21 days
before that hearing.



A Tax Exchange Agreement will be proposed by the GFPD to the Humboldt County Board of
Supervisors:
o The GFPD will submit a proposal demonstrating their ability to meet expectations
for expanding the district boundary and responsibly administering public funds
generated from property taxes.
o



If approved, the Tax Exchange Agreement will be executed by and between the
GFPD and the County.

Election Process:
o Annexation will be conditioned upon voter approval of a special tax.
o A consolidated District Election will be called by the Board of Supervisors for a vote
on the special tax.
o If the schedule for all of the above steps holds, the election will take place on March
7, 2023.
o If 2/3rds of the votes cast by registered voters are in favor of the new special fire tax,
the proposed consolidation/annexation will move forward.

LEARN MORE!
Contact Us:


If you have questions and want to learn more about this effort, please contact:
o Tim Tietz, Garberville Fire Chief: garbfirerescue@gotsky.com
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Salmon Creek Volunteer Fire Department is proposing to
create a fire protection district to support sustainable
community fire and rescue service!

WHY IS DISTRICT FORMATION BEING PROPOSED?
The Salmon Creek Volunteer Fire Department (SCVFD) was founded in 1978 by community
members who recognized the need to protect people and property from fire and injury as
scattered subdivisions and rural residential development expanded within the watershed.
Since that time, the SCVFD has been sustained by generous contributions from Salmon
Creek residents. People contribute their time as volunteer firefighters/emergency medical
service providers, organizers, and grant writers, they make donations of cash and/or
supplies and equipment, and they help organize and participate in fundraisers. All of this
support is appreciated and has made the difference between having a local fire department
and not having one. However, times are changing and the demands on local fire
departments are increasing.
Like many other fire departments, the SCVFD is facing growing challenges that include:
●
●
●
●
●

Ever increasing mandatory requirements and standards.
Limited volunteer recruitment and retention programs and incentives.
Inadequate levels and types of training opportunities.
Limited administrative capacity to address growing organizational requirements.
Insufficient funding to cover growing expenses, including:
o The replacement of aging safety equipment and apparatus,
o Communication equipment and infrastructure improvements,
o Insurance and worker’s compensation,
o Training and certification for volunteers, and
o Fire station maintenance and the growing need for an additional strategically
placed station to increase response times.

The SCVFD is also struggling under the pressure of ever-increasing training and
performance demands on volunteers and an increasing volume of calls. None of these
challenges will be easily overcome but members of the SCVFD are continually working
together and with neighboring departments to prepare themselves and their equipment to
improve the level of community fire and rescue services and coordinated wildfire
prevention and suppression within the watershed. We also need your help to overcome
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these challenges. Please join us in taking advantage of an opportunity to form a local
fire protection district and establish a reliable and equitable source of revenue to
ensure that the SCVFD survives and thrives.
WHY NOW?
To help address some of the challenges mentioned above the Humboldt County Fire Chiefs’
Association commits a portion of their annual Measure Z grant funding to provide ongoing
support for countywide fire service planning. These grant funds are supporting a technical
team that is available to help us through the district formation process and will cover many
of the associated expenses. Let’s take advantage of this opportunity and help ensure the
survival of our local fire department.
WHAT IS A FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT?
● A fire protection district is a type of special district formed to provide services
within a specific jurisdictional boundary and may be supported by revenue from a
combination of taxes, fees, grants, and fundraising.
● A fire district formed in Salmon Creek would be governed by elected local residents,
independent of the County of Humboldt.
o Governing board members would be elected by the registered voters
residing within the boundaries of the new district.
o The existing SCVFD would continue to provide fire and rescue services,
supported by tax revenue managed by the district board.
IS MY PROPERTY WITHIN THE PROPOSED SALMON CREEK FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT BOUNDARY?
● Please use this link1 to access an online map that shows the proposed district
boundary; a simple map is also attached.
o We are proposing to include all of the parcels where we are most likely to be
called as the primary local responder.
o We also want to include residents who consider themselves part of our
SCVFD family and who expect to be served by us.
● The members of the governing board will be required to reside within the boundary
of the district.
1

https://arcg.is/1mae8z
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● It will be the registered voters who reside within the proposed district boundary
who will vote on the following:
o Forming a fire protection district and electing the governing board.
○ Establishing a special tax to support fire and rescue services.
WHAT WILL THE NEW FIRE DISTRICT COST YOU?
● Special Tax: A new fire district would be supported by a new special tax that must
be approved by the voters of Salmon Creek.
o To support a baseline, barebone budget, we are proposing a flat tax of
$75.00 per Assessor Parcel per year.
o If the proposed special tax is approved by local voters (⅔ majority of votes
cast), the amount will appear on your annual property tax bill.
o Although these taxes are collected by the County, they do not go to the state
like property taxes; they are deposited in a fund for the use of the district
(nominal processing and administration fees may be charged by the County).
o Landowners with multiple contiguous Assessors Parcels which are
undeveloped, held under identical ownership, and used solely for timber
production or agricultural grazing, will have the opportunity to lump them
together so they are taxed as one parcel. An ordinance establishing the
application process will be approved by the local elected governing board.
o Initial estimates indicate that, if approved by registered voters, the special
tax could generate between $20,000 to $25,000 per year in revenue. The
range depends on how many property owners are approved to count
multiple contiguous Assessors Parcels as one (see details above).
● Tax Exchange Agreement with the County: In addition to proposing the
establishment of a new special tax, we are working on a proposal to the County to
receive a portion of the property taxes already collected to support a local fire
district (property tax exchange agreement).
o If those negotiations are successful and the tax exchange agreement is
approved by the Board of Supervisors, it is estimated that it could initially
generate approximately $1,000 per year and increase thereafter based on the
growth in property value. This will generate revenue in addition to what is
generated by the special tax.
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o The revenue provided through this agreement between the District and the
County will come out of property taxes you already pay and will cost you
nothing extra.
● Between these new sources of tax revenue, which we don’t have access to unless we
are a district, and continued fundraising, donations and grants, the SCVFD will be
able to maintain and improve its capacity to provide the services that we all depend
on. The new tax revenue will be used to pay for recurring costs such as worker’s
compensation, liability insurance, training, and fire truck fuel and maintenance.
HOW WILL THE NEW FIRE DISTRICT BENEFIT YOU?
● It will give us peace of mind that the SCVFD will be able to continue to respond to
fires, medical distress calls, vehicle accidents, hazardous material spills and the
many other calls we receive (note that the majority of calls to the fire department
are for emergency medical services).
● As a result of the widespread wildfires experienced the last couple years, fire
insurance is getting harder and harder to obtain if you choose to live in a rural area.
Being located within the boundaries of a fire district may greatly benefit your ability
to obtain fire insurance or keep the policy you already have.
●

In response to severe wildfire impacts and changes to state law, property can only
be subdivided if it is located within the boundaries of a fire-related district. Being
located within a fire district will allow you to develop or subdivide your parcel, if
you choose to do so, and it is consistent with county General Plan and Zoning
requirements.

HOW WILL THE SALMON CREEK FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY AND THE
EXISTING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT?
● Forming a fire district will establish a consistent, long-term community-based and
locally controlled revenue source to support the sustainable delivery of fire
protection services by the SCVFD.
● The SCVFD would still rely on volunteers, but the new district will have more
revenue to support its volunteer firefighters through increased training
opportunities and improved equipment.
● The new district will be eligible to apply for grant funding and access tax revenue
that is available only to local government entities like fire districts.
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● We know that many of the Salmon Creek residents enjoy the Fire Department Bar-BQue fundraisers. The good news is that they will continue! However, with the new
fire district funding covering our basic costs, monies donated at our fundraisers can
now be used for strategic purchases and capacity building efforts.
WHAT ARE THE STEPS IN THE DISTRICT FORMATION PROCESS?
● Note that the following steps are not necessarily in sequential order.
● A Notice of Intent to Circulate a Petition to form a Fire Protection District will be
posted in the newspaper and filed with the Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo) and County Clerk for a 30-day posting period.
● A petition will be circulated and the signatures of at least 25% of the registered
voters in Salmon Creek must be collected to move forward with the district
formation application process. Petition signatures will be verified by County
Elections and applications by petition accepted as complete by Humboldt LAFCo as
the lead agency
● The district formation application will be submitted to LAFCo:
o Upon receipt, LAFCo will send a notice of filing to interested/affected
agencies.
o Once the application is determined to be complete, a hearing date will be
scheduled.
o A public notice will be issued 21 days in advance of the hearing.
o If written objections are received by the close of the hearing, a protest
hearing will be scheduled to take place in Salmon Creek and another notice
will be issued 21 days before that hearing.
o LAFCo will then confirm hearing results and adopt a resolution requesting
the Board of Supervisors to call the election.
● A Tax Exchange Agreement will be proposed to the Humboldt County Board of
Supervisors:
o A proposal will be submitted, demonstrating the proposed Salmon Creek Fire
Protection District’s ability to meet expectations for becoming a fire
protection district and responsibly administering public funds generated
from property taxes.
o

If approved, the Tax Exchange Agreement will be executed by and between
the Salmon Creek Fire Protection District and the County. This agreement
will be contingent upon the registered voters approving the district
formation and the new special tax.

● Election Process:
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o If the schedule for all of the above steps holds, the election will take place on
March 7, 2023.
o A consolidated District Election will be called by the Board of Supervisors for
a vote on the Salmon Creek Fire Protection District formation and special tax.
o District formation will be conditioned upon voter approval of a special tax.
o If 2/3rds of the votes cast by registered voters are in favor of the new special
tax, the proposed district formation will move forward.
LEARN MORE!
Contact Us: If you have questions and want to learn more about this effort, please contact:
Dan Gribi(707) 358-0000 dgribi@asis.com
Linda Carion (707) 943-1820 sun.green.farms@gmail.com
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Shelter Cove Community Roadway/Evacuation Route and Firebreak Wildfire Resiliency Project
Project Objectives: All roads within the commuinty will have the hazardus fuels treated along
Humboldt County roadways to improve the quailty and saftey of Shelter Cove's evacuation routes and roadways (firebreaks).

Legend
CA Coastal Conservancy Wildfire Resilience (2022) – RID/DPW – Request for Funding (Roadways to be treated)
CAL FIRE Forest Health Grant (2021) BLM – Grant Funding Approved (for roadway/fuel break treatments)
Measure Z (2019) - DPW- Roadside Treatments Funded & Work Completed
Measure Z (2022) - DPW - Request for Funding (Roadways to be treated)

N

RID Staff Roadside Treatments Completed (2019 to 2021)
Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO

➤

CAL FIRE Fire Prevention Grant (2021) HumCo Fire Safe Council & DPW– Grant Funding Approved (for roadway treatments)

3000 ft

