


Trinidad Union School District
Stephanie Strasser- Goldstein 1.19.23
sstrasser@trinidadusd.net
300 Trinity St
Trinidad, CA 95570

To Whom It May Concern,

I have lived in this area for over 30 years and have taught in our county's schools for over 20
and found that our local State Lifeguards fills a much needed void in an emergency coastal
response team and teaching coastal safety protocol to our school children and local families.
Programs that State Lifeguards manage such as The Humboldt’s Junior Lifeguard program
enhances our community by fostering youth leadership qualities, providing public safety training,
and delivers safe, outdoor activities for our youth.

I first got involved with the State Park Lifeguards while developing a surf club for our Trinidad
school district over 10 years ago. Humboldt’s State Park Lifeguards have assisted tremendously
to provide swim lessons, water safety training and surfing skills to our students, especially for
our troubled youth.  They have also come to many assemblies to talk to our children about
beach safety.  Since then, State Park Lifeguards have successfully developed a Junior lifeguard
program in this area. In fact, a couple of students, one being a Trinidad alumni, helped save two
brothers from drowning in a rip current in our local waters.  Due to their training from Junior
Lifeguards they were able to save the individuals and bring him to safety as other rescuers
came on scene. The highschoolers' quick thinking was in direct correlation to the State Park
Lifeguard’s leadership foresight to have the organization provide safety training services to the
public to keep our community safe on our beaches. I hope to continue this valuable relationship
of coastal educational outreach. My wish is to see all Humboldt schools get water safety training
by our State Lifeguards, but we need the funding to provide these services.

In addition, Humboldt County is experiencing a current mental health crisis in our school
children. Since 2014, our Humboldt children have had high ACES ratings (adverse childhood
experiences) and with the addition of Covid and the stresses it has brought on our families, the
need for child support services and programs are greatly needed. We need, more than ever,



outdoor experiences and education to help curb those adverse effects. The North Coast Junior
Lifeguard (JG’s) program builds trust, leadership skills and increases self esteem and
confidence in our children. The relationship between JG’s members and lifeguards fulfills a
positive, adult role model, increases mental wellbeing and builds a relationship to our natural
environment. JG’s program has a positive impact on Humboldt’s community and with an
increase in scholarship funding, they will be able to reach many more Humboldt children.

Lastly, as we see local tourism skyrocket in the past years, our coastal waters can and have
been dangerous to the untrained eye. My husband and I have been surfers in this area for over
30 years and have seen an increase in coastal recreational activities. While the idea is
welcoming to see more people using the ocean as recreation to provide significant economic
and social benefits, we have also seen an increase in dangerous behaviors that can and have
led to unfortunate deaths. There is a limited amount of lifeguard protection on our vast, untamed
coastline. Providing more preventable measures such as having an increase in Humboldt
lifeguards to provide ocean safety, warnings about riptides and being on the lookout for high,
dangerous surf can have beneficial effects in our community and save lives.

Humboldt State Park Lifeguards support our community’s public safety by providing emergency
response capabilities and connecting with local school districts on educational outreach
programs. They have the potential to reach thousands of local families to save lives.  Thank you
for your time and consideration for funding this vital role in our community. Please contact me at
sstrasser@trinidadusd.net if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Strasser

Stephanie Strasser- Goldstein
MARE/ Ocean Month Coordinator
Trinidad School Surf Club Coordinator
Reading & Math Interventionist



 

 

Jody Himango 

McKinleyville Middle School 
2285 Central Avenue 

McKinleyville, California  
95519 

((707) 845-7026 

jhimango@mckusd.org 

 

January 28, 2021 

To whom it may concern,  

Starting in 2017 and each subsequent year, seventh grade students at McKinleyville Middle School 

have had the pleasure of having Dillon Cleavenger, Permanent Lifeguard and Program Coordinator, 

visit school to talk about his career and ocean safety. Careers are an integral part of our 

curriculum, and living on the north coast makes knowing about ocean safety tantamount to other 

academic activities. 

In my experience, Dillon is the ideal guest presenter for middle school students. He is professional, 

kind, tolerant (highly important for 7th grade), well spoken, knowledgeable and engaging. Students 

are always excited to see him, in part because they know him from other youth activities like Junior 

Lifeguards. The staff is always happy to have him as a guest as well. It is not everyday that we have 

the honor of a visit from a real life hero!  

Dillon is an asset to our educational community as well as the community at large. I very much 

appreciate his willingness to share his expertise on a regular basis. It is an absolutely invaluable 

service.  

Sincerely, 
 

Jody Himango 

7th Grade Team Lead Teacher 

 



From: County Administrative Office
To: Martinique, Kristin
Cc: Quincey, Sean; Maciel, Jessica
Subject: FW: Measure Z Funding
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 8:14:47 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Amalia Borja <tougherinfieldbrook@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2023 12:31 PM
To: County Administrative Office <cao@co.humboldt.ca.us>; rbohn@humboldt.ca.us; Bushnell, Michelle
<mbushnell@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Wilson, Mike <Mike.Wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Arroyo, Natalie
<narroyo@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Madrone, Steve <smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us>;
john@thepeopleofnewdirections.com
Subject: Measure Z Funding

Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

To The Humboldt County Board of Supervisors,

Support of Measure Z funds to New Directions.

This is a win/win/win for all involved. I am deeply concerned about the garbage in the open spaces in Humboldt
County. Not only is it unsightly, but it is also a danger to the environment. No matter the cause or who left the
garbage and trash in the area, New Directions does an amazing job of cleaning up a debris laden area that the county
does not have the resources to clean. They help individuals reclaim their lives and give them a purpose. Equally
important to the above they clean the environment of horrible waste and possibly toxic debris.

I wholeheartedly support Measure Z funds be given to New Directions.
Please make this happen!

Thank you for your service,

Amalia Borja

Fieldbrook California

mailto:cao@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:kmartinique3@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:SQuincey@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:jmaciel@co.humboldt.ca.us


Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

From: County Administrative Office
To: Martinique, Kristin
Cc: Quincey, Sean; Maciel, Jessica
Subject: FW: Measure Z Funds applicant - New Directions/John Shelter
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 4:39:51 PM

 
 

From: mfs schroyer <mfschroyer@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 4:15 PM
To: County Administrative Office <cao@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Measure Z Funds applicant - New Directions/John Shelter
 

 
County Administrative Officer Elishia Hayes;
 
I am writing to voice my support to New Directions and their lead; John Shelter for the consistent
hard work they put in to clean areas around our county that have been trashed by our homeless
population. It's thankless work that requires a very special approach of compassion. They work with
those who are without homes to enlist their help and cooperation. They follow up and they follow
through.  Measure Z funds would make a world of difference to this team and they could continue
such valuable work.  We, as citizens with roofs over our heads, owe much appreciation and thanks
for the work of this team.
 
Thank you for taking time to read my letter and for considering New Directions for these important
funds.
 
MF Schroyer
1019 J St, Eureka, CA 95501

mailto:cao@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:kmartinique3@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:SQuincey@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:jmaciel@co.humboldt.ca.us


































































  
 
 

 
 
 

  February 6, 2023 
 
North Coast Redwoods District, State Parks Lifeguards, California State Parks 
Sue-Meg State Park 
4150 Patricks Point Dr 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
707-599-7032 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Bureau of Land Management Arcata Field Office (BLM) is supportive of the North Coast State Parks 
Lifeguard program. Their presence at local beaches, knowledge of local waters, and professionalism is an 
invaluable resource to the community.   
 
In June of 2022, State Parks Lifeguards assisted 
BLM and Friends of the Dunes for Kids Ocean 
Day. This annual event takes place on the beach 
at the Mike Thompson Wildlife Area, South Spit, 
Humboldt Bay, and hosts nearly 750 elementary 
school children from all over Humboldt County 
that come together for hands-on coastal 
conservation activities. The assistance provided 
by State Parks Lifeguards was key to ensuring 
children would be safe near the water. During the 
event, the lifeguards also had the opportunity to 
visit with schools, parent volunteers and BLM 
staff to provided education regarding water 
safety and beach/ocean hazards.  Aerial art 
(pictured right) is the grand finale of the event and requires everyone present to sit on the beach in a 
unique design that’s then photographed from fixed-wing aircraft and a drone. This requires substantial 
planning and coordination is required to keep everyone safe. Having the lifeguards incorporated into the 
event is a great opportunity to increase ocean safety education and strengthen interagency partnerships.  
 
Looking forward, the BLM is excited to have the State Parks Lifeguards conduct Beach and Ocean Safety 
training for BLM staff, interns, and volunteers during our annual safety training.  BLM manages a large 
portion of Humboldt County coastline and provides public access to several beach and ocean areas. 
Employee education translates to increased direct and indirect public education, which is critical to 
everyone in making the best safety decisions while working or recreating along north coast beaches. 
  
Please continue to fund this extremely important program. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

    for 
 
Collin Ewing 
Field Manager  

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Arcata Field Office 
1695 Heindon Road 

Arcata, CA 95521-4573 
www.blm.gov/california 
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Martinique, Kristin

From: County Administrative Office
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 8:16 AM
To: Martinique, Kristin
Cc: Quincey, Sean; Maciel, Jessica
Subject: FW: Support of Measure  Z fund to John Shelter for clean up efforts

 
 

From: Nina Bentley <ninabentley96@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2023 8:39 AM 
To: County Administrative Office <cao@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Subject: Support of Measure Z fund to John Shelter for clean up efforts 
 

 
I am writing to inform you that I support measure Z funds going to John Shrlter’s in efforts at cleaning up Humboldt 
County public spaces that have been littered. And I see on Facebook that many other locals also support and wanted to 
share in writing to make you are aware as you consider his application for funds.  
Thank you Humboldt County Resident Nina Bentley  
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HumboldtCountyOnAlert/permalink/6187389707991464/?mibextid=S66gvF 

  Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or opening 
attachments.  





February 5, 2023 

Vicki Zeitlin 
200 Hookton Cemetery Road 
Loleta, CA 95551 
viksun@live.com  

Citizen's Advisory Committee for Measure Z 
c/o Humboldt County Administrative Office 
County of Humboldt 
825 Fifth Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Dear Citizen's Advisory Committee Members: 

This letter is in support of continuing funding for the City of Eureka's Measure Z funded 
positions. Since the passing of Measure Z in 2014, the City of Eureka has implemented programs to 
proactively address issues of homelessness, mental illness, and substance use disorder within the 
community. These city programs include the Eureka Police Department's Community Safety 
Engagement Team (csET), UPLIFT Eureka, and Crisis Alternative Response of Eureka (CARE). 
Collaboratively, these three programs provide Humboldt County with a dynamic and integrated 
team of specialized law enforcement officers, homeless outreach workers, and mental health 
professionals who balance compassion and accountability while utilizing trauma-informed 
approaches. 

These City of Eureka programs have proven to be vital for the community as a whole. Unhoused 
individuals, those suffering from mental illness and those who are struggling to deal with substance 
abuse all need and deserve continued support. Please support continuing the City of Eureka's 
Measure Z funded positions. 

Sinc e y, 

Vicki Zeitlin 
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