Citizens’ Advisory Committee
on
Measure Z Expenditures
Humboldt County
AGENDA
HUMBOLDT COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Board of Supervisors Chambers
825 FIFTH STREET
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA

Thursday March 14, 2019
2:00-4:00 PM

County of Humboldt Web Site: https://humboldtgov.org/MeasureZ

A.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

B.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA

C.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

D.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

D.1.

Approval Of 3-7-19 Minutes
Documents:
Minutes for 030719 FINAL.docx

D.2.

County Administrative Office Updates

Documents:
Minutes for 030719 FINAL.docx
D.2.

County Administrative Office Updates

D.3.

Applications For FY 2019-20

D.3.a.

Discussion Regarding Late Applications

D.3.a.1.

DHHS

D.3.a.2.

K'ima:w

D.3.b.

Letters Of Support
Documents:
Letters of Support.pdf

D.3.c.

E.

Rate Applications And Request Additional Information From
Applicants, If Necessary

ADJOURNMENT
County of Humboldt Web Site: http://www.humboldtgov.org/MeasureZ

Citizens’ Advisory Committee
on
Measure Z Expenditures
Humboldt County
MINUTES
HUMBOLDT COUNTY COURTHOUSE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ CHAMBERS
825 FIFTH STREET
Thursday March 7, 2019 2:00 PM- 4:00PM
A.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

B.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA
CANZONERI MOVES TO POSTPONE APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES UNTIL MARCH 14
MEETING, AFTER CAO CAN CLARIFY WORDING
KOHL SECONDS MOTION TO POSTPONE APPROVAL. HONSAL WOULD LIKE TO CLARIFY
WORDING OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL AT CURRENT MEETING.
AYES: CANZONERI
NAYS: ZIEMER, BRANSCOMB, CAMPBELL, ORCUTT, AMES, ROBERTSON, HONSAL
ABSTAINED: KOHL

C.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
SAWATSKY OBSERVES LONG UPTURN IN ECONOMY AND CAUTIONS THAT BY LATE
FISCAL YEAR 2020-21 WE WILL BE IN A DEPRESSION. PROJECTS THAT SALES TAX
FUNDING WILL BE DOWN AT LEAST 10% IN THE FUTURE. REMINDS COMMITTEE THAT
THEIR DECISION IS VERY IMPORTANT, AND REQUESTS THAT COMMITTEE LOOK
TOWARD THE FUTURE REGARDING LONG TERM INVESTMENTS.

D.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Approval of 01-31-2019 Minutes
Canzoneri requested that minutes reflect that she declined Orcutt’s nomination to
Committee Chair, but would accept Vice Chair if nominated. Also requested that minutes
indicate that a motion to endorse the historical process required had died without a
second, as it required further discussion.
Honsal moved approve amended minutes. Branscomb seconded. Carries
unanimously.

2. County Administrative Office Updates
Hayes - Measure K acknowledgement is not required to be signed and returned.
Gmail accounts were established for folks who were not comfortable using personal
accounts. Personal emails that do not pertain to county business are not subject to
PRA/public scrutiny.
Committee members are welcome and able to speak with community members about
Measure Z applications, but can’t have conversations with other committee members to
lobby or discuss merits of applications outside of the public forum. Same applies to
email correspondence. Be mindful of “reply all” emails.
3. Applications for fiscal year 2019-20
1. Distribute applications received
Hayes - Record number of 54 applications received, including 2 late
applications.
Ziemer explained that letters of support are included in packet. Invited public
comment in a timely way, and reminded public that committee has not had
much opportunity to examine applications. Ames asked public to reference
application number.
Kent Sawatsky supports Blue Lake application 8b and those agencies detailed
in ballot language: Sheriff, fire, DA, and Probation.
Mary Benedict, fiscal officer for K’ima:w requested consideration of late
application 43. Honsal asked if she believed weather was responsible and she
stated that she could not be sure, because she sent the application via email,
but weather may have interfered with transmission.
Alex Tooker, 2-1-1 employee, supports 2-1-1 application.
Amy Whitlatch, supports 2-1-1, and has been a user, partner, employee and
board member of the service which is available to everyone countywide in
emergencies. Ames asked whether MZ funds were awarded over the last 2
years, which they were.
Honsal suggested that committee refrain from asking questions at this point,
since information is likely included in the packet.
Marilyn Tucker – president of Friends of the Redwood Libraries in support of
library application number 27, as the library has become a sort of a shelter and
the security guard makes a big difference and people need to feel safe.
Lauren Schmidt, assistant news director for KMUD news supporting app 31 in
hopes of becoming self-sufficient to continue emergency broadcasting.
Jimmy Derschlag president of Board of KMUD, supports app 31 for one-time
request for funding.
Technical Director KMUD, Simon Fraser supports app 31, underscoring
importance of radio for emergency broadcasting. States that application
number 17 for Eel River Cleanup Crew is also a great project.
Branscomb stated that he asked KMUD not to send hundreds of people to
speak on behalf of KMUD and noted that Supervisor Fennell used KMUD to
2

save lives in Canoe Fire and KMUD didn’t get the credit it deserved. It is a vital
asset to Southern Humboldt.
Orcutt asked to return to public comment.
Luke Brownfield with Public Defender spoke in support of application 28 for
additional staff.
Humboldt Library Foundation member Allison Talbott spoke in support of
funding for second security guard at library, application 27.
Kelly Johnson supported application 24, DHHS-MIST expansion and is
available to answer questions.
Orcutt suggested she attend Planning and Building tiny house meetings.
Wes Harrison, executive director of North Coast Substance Abuse Council
requested support for application 35.
Janine Nelson from AJ’s living supported application 2 and wanted to change
text in summary to request funding for SUD recovery facility, for a House
Manager to perform essential services, and supplement facility expenses.
Art Wilson, program director for AJ’s Living spoke in support of application 2.
Ziemer asked for other public comment.
Hayes had additional letter from Supervisor Madrone in support of K’ima:w and
2 letters from DHHS in support of the MIST application to distribute.
Orcutt commented that the power was out, and wants the committee to take
that into account when considering K’ima:w’s late submission.
Ziemer asked to agendize discussion of consideration of late applications for
next meeting on March 14. Hayes asked for motion. Honsal moved.
Robertson seconded to agendize discussion of consideration of late apps.
Public commenter from K’ima:w ambulance spoke in favor of agendizing for
next meeting. Motion passed unanimously.
2. Distribute letters of support – Hayes said they are contained in the packet
3. Review funding projections – Hayes said that $11.5 million estimate of
revenues reduced to $11,091,000 and expenditures will exceed revenues
based on projections. County departments will receive ongoing funding for
position-related allocations, with an overall 7% increase of cost. Overall
ongoing expenses of $7.5 million will leave $3.5 million left to consider as
available funding.
Campbell observed that $783,255 fewer dollars are available as compared to
last year. Asked Robertson to clarify distinction between individual fire
requests, and the Fire Chief’s Association request.
Robertson’s understanding was that since there are 42 applications funding
requests were consolidated, and the Fire Chief’s Committee submits the
requests. He could not speak to why some agency submit their own apps. He
believes the Orleans fire application was submitted through the Orleans
Community Services District.
No public comment.
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Orcutt asked if the former fire representative had any issues or needed to recuse himself.
Robertson replied that he is making recommendations specifically as a fire representative.
Branscomb asked if it is mandatory for Sheriff and Fire to recuse themselves.
Hayes stated that it is not a legal conflict because it is an advisory committee, and they are here
to represent the public, districts, and agencies. Conflict of interest would come up if you or family
would financially gain from a specific vote.
Branscomb suggested that people don’t recuse themselves since it is not mandatory unless you
have an ethical/legal requirement to.
4. Review remaining process required prior to recommendations deadline of April 4
Ziemer discussed how to get more info on an application. If there is a specific question,
committee members can ask CAO to forward question to applicant. If it’s a general
question, ask CAO to invite applicant to next meeting. Inquiry and response will come
back to whole group. Condense question to succinct form and send to CAO. Over $14
million in requests, and $3.5 million in available funding.
When reviewing: Is this application consistent with the intent and language of the
measure? Three categories
Also review and rank whether the app needs totality of funding to succeed. Are there
any subcomponents of an application that could be cut out or retained so the application
can be approved?
Newspaper suggested that committee members may not have been trained. Asked if
committee needs more information to feel competent. Robbins does not need additional
support. Orcutt wanted to know how the amalgamated applications were broken down
amongst Fire Districts. Ziemer noted that the amalgamated requests are allocated very
specifically amongst Fire Districts.
Campbell reiterated that the first step next week would be to rank yes/no, then they will
rank them.
Hayes clarified that consulting with applicants outside of the forum is not a Brown Act violation,
but if the Committee talks about that conversation outside of the public forum, it would be. It
benefits the committee to invite them to the meetings.
Last year it was yes/no and tallied. Then brought to the committee in ranked order.
Ames commented that they will all have to vote after the discussion on which applications to
recommend to Supervisors. Unanimous yes would go to BOS before other apps that received
fewer votes. Kohl noted that the ballot language is open to interpretation and is concerned about
the lack of funds available. “How do we work through such limited funds with so many
applications?” Branscomb answered that it is still a lot of money that can do a lot of good.
Honsal concurred that Kohl’s perception is accurate, noting that personnel expenses alone are
$3.8 million, and that it will be difficult since we can’t neglect what we have already funded for
cities, etc. Ziemer noted that unfunded apps still have merit, and wants to acknowledge this.
There will be a regional consideration once it comes to the BOS, but amongst the committee, it is
difficult to advocate for one group and not another, when you know other apps won’t be funded.
He encourages they consider picking out the best parts of applications to fund.
Kohl noted that the limitations are frustrating.
Ziemer suggested taking good notes during review of the applications.
Asked for public comment none.
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E.

ADJOURNMENT

F.

County of Humboldt Web Site: http://www.humboldtgov.org/MeasureZ
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